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Preface

The book you hold in your hands is made up of the four books 
which form our study course Building Christian Homes.

We want to present this work to help build our homes on 
Jesus Christ, the eternal Rock. The authors of these books teach 
that Christ has the answers for us today. We direct this teaching 
to true Christians—those who are obedient believers.

If we as Christians don’t build our homes on the Rock, if we 
don’t lift high the example of proper homes, how will the world 
learn these essential truths?

We recommend this teaching because we are concerned about 
the churches of today. If there is not a return to Christ and His 
Word in the homes that make up the Christian church, it will 
be impossible for the church to prosper.

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house 
upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 
founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell: and great was the fall of it. (Matthew 7:24–27)

The course Building Christian Homes was originally written in 
Spanish for a Latin American audience. We have attempted to 
change illustrations so that they fit a broader audience, but doubt-
less some of the original flavor still lingers. We trust you can bear 
with us and not let that hinder the basic message of the book. Bib-
lical principles for Godly homes transcend language and culture.

—The Publishers
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The Home

Dallas Witmer

Part 1
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Introduction

Society is built on homes. When homes crumble, society 
crumbles. When morals decay at home, morals decay in 

society. When homes lack love, compassion, respect, honesty, and 
order, society lacks those too.  Homes strengthen society—or 
they destroy it.

Many homes today end in failure. Divorce ruins lives. 
Children rebel, trampling on their parents’ values. Financial 
disagreements divide the home and destroy love. Satan employs 
unlimited ways to destroy homes.

How can we defeat the forces of darkness that aim to ruin 
families? Is there hope for those homes?

Yes, there is hope. Today’s homes can prosper, if we build 
upon the solid rock of Jesus Christ and His Word.
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Chapter 1

The 
Origin and 

Development 
of the Home

Around six thousand years 
ago, God created all that 

we see. He also created the first man, Adam. God saw that 
everything He had made was good. However, Adam was alone. 
This was not good. God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam 
and took out one of his ribs. From this rib, God made a woman 
and brought her to the man (Genesis 2:18–22).

In that way, God officiated at the first wedding and instituted 
the home. God said, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh” (Genesis 2:24).

Studying that original home will help us perfect our homes 
today, making them more like the home that existed in Eden’s 
perfect world.

In the beginning, God gave the man and the woman the 
charge,  “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
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subdue it” (Genesis 1:28). God created the Garden of Eden and 
gave man work there “to dress it and to keep it” (Genesis 2:15).

But He gave Adam one restriction:
Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die. (Genesis 2:17)

As in our homes today, the first family experienced joy, 
responsibilities, and restrictions.

Adam and Eve Sin
God gave Adam and Eve a choice whether they wished to 

serve Him. When the serpent tempted them, they disobeyed 
the Lord and ate of the forbidden fruit.

The result of their choice was that their nature became sinful, 
and their children were also born with a sinful nature.

Today the beautiful institution of the home often suffers 
because of the weaknesses of our sinful nature. Only by availing 
ourselves of Christ’s provisions to live above sin can we overcome 
these sinful tendencies.

The Home in the Old Testament
God knew that people could not live up to His original 

plan until Christ came and He could once more live in their  
hearts. So in the Law of Moses, God made exceptions to His 
original plan. Under the Law, God allowed  a man to divorce 
his wife if he did not like her. He then could marry another 
(Deuteronomy 24:1–2).

A man could also marry more than one woman (Deuter-
onomy 21:15).

Chapter 1
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God did place some restrictions on these practices. For 
instance, the man who divorced his wife could never remarry her 
if she had been married to another person (Deuteronomy 24:4).

When Jesus came, He reaffirmed God’s original plan for 
marriage.

If you have seen the suffering and pain of broken homes and 
the inability of a person to better himself in his own strength, 
then you can partially imagine the struggles that Old Testament 
homes must have had. Only through Christ’s power can we con-
quer our sinful nature.

Jesus Re-establishes the First Law
Through Jesus, God gives His children the divine nature today. 

Man can now please God as he gives his life to God and obeys Him.
New Testament law is higher than Old Testament law. The Lord 

restored the original standard for the home established in Eden.
Have ye not read, that he which made 
them at the beginning made them male 
and female, And said, For this cause 
shall a man leave father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife: and they twain 
shall be one flesh? . . . Moses because 
of the hardness of your hearts suffered 
you to put away your wives: but from 
the beginning it was not so. (Matthew 
19:4, 5–8)

When Jesus brought salvation and the divine nature, He 
eliminated the need for a more relaxed standard and re-estab-
lished the law that God had given in the beginning.

Because of the 
hardness of 
men’s hearts, 
the home in the 
Old Testament 
could no longer 
function as God 
had planned 
(Matthew 19:8).
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The Marriage of the Lamb
Ephesians 5 compares marriage to the relationship of Christ 

and His church. This comparison is developed more extensively 
in Revelation 19, which describes the glorious marriage supper 
of the Lamb.

Marriage has the potential to be the most joyful relation-
ship that we can know on earth. How fortunate and blessed 
are children born to a couple that has a relationship like that of 
Christ and His church!

Chapter 1
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Marriage 
Fundamentals

Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his 
wife: and they shall be one 
flesh. (Genesis 2:24)

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder. (Matthew 19:6)

The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth. 
(1 Corinthians 7:39)

Genesis 2:24 shows that the marriage union includes one man 
and one woman: “a man” (singular) shall cleave unto “his wife” 
(singular) to become “one flesh.” In order to be joined in such 
a union in a God-honoring way, the man and woman need to 
be free of any and all other marriage connections.

Governments throughout history have established laws 
that dictate how a man and woman should become husband 
and wife. When these laws do not violate Bible principles, the 
Christian should obey them (Romans 13:1–5; 1 Peter 2:13). 
However, many governments also make provisions for divorce and 
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remarriage—practices that the New Testament prohibits. In such 
a case, we must obey the Bible rather than accept manmade laws.

Marriage occurs when God joins a single man and a single 
woman in a single union. Woe to the one who tries to separate 
what God has joined—whether it is the married couple 
themselves, a third person who tries to seduce a married person, 
a religious counselor, or a secular psychologist who declares the 
marriage beyond repair.

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder. (Matthew 19:6)

According to the New Testament, a couple joined in marriage 
can never rightly divorce. In light of this, why is it adultery to 
marry a divorced woman?

Some say, “Because she had a husband.” The Bible does not 
teach that it is adultery to marry someone who had a husband 
(1 Corinthians 7:39). It teaches that it is wrong to marry some-
one who has a husband. Marrying a divorcee constitutes adultery 
because she has a husband, no matter how she considers herself, 
how her husband considers her, or what the civil government says.

What About Separation?
Some spouses recognize the Biblical teaching about divorce 

and remarriage, but they feel that it is okay to separate under cer-
tain circumstances. Separation differs from divorce in that there is 
not always a “legal arrangement” as there is in divorce. However, 
spouses who separate cannot fulfill their marriage duties, and they 
interrupt normal family life. The believer should not desert his 
spouse. If a believer is married to an unbelieving spouse and the 

Chapter 2
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unbeliever leaves him, then he should either stay unmarried or 
else be reconciled to his spouse (1 Corinthians 7:10–13).

A person who leaves his or her spouse violates Christ’s teach-
ing “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder” (Matthew 19:6).

Also, 1 Corinthians 7:3–5 says that husband and wife belong 
to each other and should not defraud one another “except it be 
with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting 
and prayer.”

Nevertheless, God does not hold accountable the one whose 
spouse leaves him against his wishes (1 Corinthians 7:10, 11, 15).
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Chapter 3

Biblical 
Guidelines for 

the Home

Love One Another
A new commandment I give 

unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another. (John 13:34)

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it. (Ephesians 5:25)

The new commandment of Christ is not only that we love 
each other, but that we love each other as Christ loves us. His 
love in our hearts would motivate us to die for another person 
if that were necessary ( John 15:13). When this type of love is 
present in the home, God’s other guidelines for the home will 
be easier to follow.

When divine love permeates the home, trials cannot destroy 
that home, even when they go beyond the normal threshold 
of forbearance.

God expects and requires this type of love in the Christian 
home. What He requires He provides. Through the new birth, 
God gives us the divine nature, from which springs divine love 
(2 Peter 1:4).
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This divine love governs the Christian home and helps it to have 
the most joyful family life in the world. If we as husbands love our 
wives as Christ loves the church, we will not be bitter against them 
(Colossians 3:19). When we love our children in this way, we will 
not provoke them to anger, but will bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord (Colossians 3:21; Ephesians 6:4).

We should all immerse ourselves in God’s love and follow 
His plan for our lives so our home can enjoy the benefits of His 
love. We cannot experience this love apart from Christ, who was 
the first to demonstrate it perfectly on earth. Study Christ’s life 
and notice how sincere, pure, constant, and selfless His love was. 
First Corinthians 13 describes this love in great detail.

Every couple considering marriage should determine to 
develop genuine Christian love.

Honor One Another
Honour all men. (1 Peter 2:17)

According to the following verses, family members should 
honor one another.

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowl-
edge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, 
and as being heirs together of the grace of life. (1 Peter 3:7)

And the wife see that she reverence her husband. (Ephesians 5:33)

Honour thy father and mother. (Ephesians 6:2)

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward. (Psalm 127:3)

Chapter 3
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The father guides 
the home; the 
mother cares for 
the home.

If every family member were to love and honor the other family 
members, think how strong the family would be! How much easier 
it would be to submit to one another in the Lord! (Ephesians 5:21).

Every person is God’s workmanship and bears His image. Our 
spouses are particularly special because the Lord gives them to 
us (Proverbs 19:14). To parents, children are a heritage from the 
Lord. God desires that every family member honor all the others.

Do All Things Decently and in Order
The apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, “Let all 

things be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40). 
He was applying the eternal principle of verse 33: “God is not 
the author of confusion, but of peace.”

If God is Lord of our homes, peace and order will preside. 
His Word shows us how to order our homes. The apostle Paul 
considered an orderly home so important that he deemed it a 
qualification for church leaders:

One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in 
subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule 
his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 
(1 Timothy 3:4–5).

The father, as head of the woman, is responsible to guide the 
home. The mother is responsible to keep the home (Titus 2:5).

Children should respect and honor their parents. The parents 
inspire that respect by clear, consis-
tent discipline. Disobedience deserves 
punishment; good conduct deserves 
commendation. Both of these inspire 
honor and love toward parents.
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Orderly homes have set times for meals, for going to bed and 
getting up, and for family worship. As much as possible, every 
family member should be present at meals and at family worship.

The orderly home has enough work for every family member. 
Each child has certain jobs he is expected to do. Parents should 
teach their children to enjoy work and should not be quick to 
accept excuses. In this way children learn the value of work, and 
they contribute to an orderly family life.

Obedience
God says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 

is right” (Ephesians 6:1). He gave this command because chil-
dren are too young to have good judgment and understanding. 
Mature persons must govern until the children gain neces-
sary life skills. Even as children grow older, God wants them 
to learn from their parents’ sound and wise advice. Therefore, 
even adolescents must know how to listen to their parents and 
to obey them.

Only if parents demand something contrary to the Bible 
should children refuse to obey. Even then, children ought to be 
respectful (Ephesians 6:2). If an unbelieving parent asks some-
thing of a child that is contrary to Biblical teaching, the child 
can usually propose an alternative that will satisfy the parent.

Notice Daniel’s example in Daniel 1:5–16. It is right to 
require children to obey. Even more, it is a favor to them. Obedi-
ent children live happily, and they generally become successful 
men and women.

Chapter 3
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Discipline and Admonition
Parents are responsible to bring up their children “in the nur-

ture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). This bringing 
up includes commands, warnings, rebukes, and punishments.

Hebrews 12:9 assumes that parents will discipline their 
children. It says, “We have had fathers of our flesh which cor-
rected us,” and the following verses indicate that the discipline 
results in blessing.

The “admonition of the Lord” speaks of Biblical commands 
and warnings. Parents should impress their children with God’s 
authority. They should discipline in a way that will help children 
submit themselves to God and obey Him.
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Chapter 4

The Home—
Basic Unit of 

Society

Societies ignorant of God’s 
principles for the home 

tend to be immoral and unhappy.
Generally, the human race tends to go downward. It corrupts 

itself. It ruins itself. Without God, people can become worse 
than animals.

On the other hand, the Christian home enhances the unity, 
strength, morality, and character of society. The good that 
remains in this world is present especially because of the godly 
homes which remain.

Although the prevailing tendency in humanity is downward, 
God gives power to climb upward. Society’s low standards are 
not shared by the Christian. People converted from among 
the world must be reoriented. We need to turn our gaze from 
worldly home standards to Biblical home standards.
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A Basic Unit
The family is the most important unit of the nation, the com-

munity, the church, and any part of society to which it belongs. 
None of these will ever rise above the families that form it.

Today’s fathers and mothers build tomorrow’s churches, com-
munities, and nations. Tomorrow we will reap the fruit that we 
plant in our homes today. What are you planting in your home?

Every Christian home should contribute fruit to its church, 
community, and nation. The fruits should include love, diligence, 
frugality, honor, high morals, and faith in God.

Parents Build Lives
Parents build lives—the lives of tomorrow’s Christians, lead-

ers, businessmen, and farmers.
Susanna Wesley, a godly mother of the eighteenth century 

evangelist, raised a Christian family. Outstanding among her 
children were Charles and John, who later founded the Meth-
odist Church. This church in its day represented a revival of 
Biblical standards in England. One day at a family reunion, 
a friend jokingly asked the sons, “Which of you is the better 
preacher?”

“Our mother,” one of them replied seriously.
The Bible forbids women to speak in the congregation, but 

faithful Susanna Wesley “preached” and practiced the Gospel at 
home and helped to change England’s spiritual history.

On the other hand, consider the following story:
One day I visited the headquarters of the FBI (Federal Bureau 

of Investigation) in Washington, DC. An agent showed me 

Chapter 4
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pictures of the century’s ten worst criminals. Among them was 
a woman who had committed serious crimes. After describing 
her criminal activities, the agent continued, “Unfortunately, she 
raised a family and taught her sons to follow her footsteps.”  The 
next two photographs were of her sons. Imagine! Three of the 
century’s ten worst criminals were from one family.

Let’s raise our children to have a lasting influence for good 
in the world.

Our First Mission Field
Noah preached for many years without getting a single 

response—except his family. But what a blessing that he saved 
his family! In Hebrews 11, the honor roll of faith, we read,

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; 
by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith. (Hebrews 11:7)

We may become prosperous and famous. We may even do 
great things for Christ. Yet if we lose our children, we have failed.

If you are a father or mother, or if you plan to raise a family, 
avoid the tragedy of failure in your home. Remember, God makes 
it possible for us to raise children for Him—if we do our part.

The mission field of the home is unique. Parents care for their 
children twenty-four hours a day, day after day, year after year.

Every child is born with a sinful nature. Parents need to 
break the child’s rebellious will early in life. If the parents do 
their job well, a child’s will should be yielding by age three. In 
those first years, the parents should discipline the child enough 
so that there is less need for discipline later.
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A child gets many of his permanent impressions in his earli-
est years. During the first year, he begins to comprehend. In the 
second year, the child is more independent. In his third year, 
the child learns to speak. Then parents can often discover more 
exactly what problem, frustration, or rebellion is troubling the 
child, and they can give the exact help and discipline he needs. 
Parents who neglect their responsibility in those first years 
confront bigger problems later. If a child’s will is not conquered 
early, he will become obstinate, rebellious, and difficult to control.

Early discipline has many advantages, although it demands 
much of the parents. If done effectively, the young person gener-
ally does not remember much of corporal punishment.

Even though parents faithfully discipline their little ones, 
training does not end at age four. Discipline must continue, 
often with rebukes and sometimes with corporal punishment. 
Parents also continue to give their children the “admonition of 
the Lord.” They read Bible stories to them and give practical, 
character-building instruction on honesty, kindness, thrift, and 
diligence. Children who are trained to heed their parents’ voices 
will be more likely to respond to God’s voice.

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6)

Our greatest desire for our children is to have them become 
Christians when God calls. Then we want them to become 
useful in God’s work. Like Hannah, the righteous mother of 
three thousand years ago, we want to give our children to God. 
(See 1 Samuel 1.) From God we received children as a heritage 
(Psalm 127:3); to God we should return them.

Chapter 4
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Accountability to God
When our children become accountable to God we need to 

guide them to salvation. Parents should establish such a close 
relationship with their children that they know their spiritual 
condition. When parents perceive that the Holy Spirit is calling 
their child, they should help him respond. Usually this call comes 
between ages twelve and fifteen, but parents should look more 
at the evidences of the call than at the child’s age. Following 
are three evidences of the Holy Spirit’s call.

 1. Spiritual understanding. A young child does not have 
enough understanding to grasp things of eternal impor-
tance. When a child is mature enough to understand the 
Gospel message and his personal accountability before 
God, he will become spiritually perceptive.

 2. Spiritual anxiety. The adolescent whom the Holy Spirit is 
calling does not feel comfortable in family worship or in 
church services. He will be ill at ease in spiritual discussions, 
especially when the sinner’s punishment is mentioned.

 3. Spiritual defeat. The adolescent who does not respond to 
the first appeals of the Holy Spirit will be defeated by sin. 
Do not wait to speak to him until he begins to smoke, 
drink, or do drugs. When proper discipline no longer frees 
him from anger, resentment, or rebellion, he is experienc-
ing spiritual defeat.

When parents see these three evidences in their child, they 
should try to reason with him. Their purpose is to help him 
understand his need of a Saviour so that he will yield himself 
to Christ.
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A warning is in order. The decision to follow Christ must 

be voluntary. Parents can do much to influence a child in this 
direction. However, if the young person does not feel his own 
need and doesn’t personally make the choice to follow Christ, 
his decision is in vain.

After our children respond to the call of the Holy Spirit, 
they will have at least several years at home before reaching 
adulthood. Young people need the advice and help of spiritual 
parents in these years.
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Introduction

The world is full of youth—young people and more young 
people. Life pushes them toward adult responsibilities, often 
before they are ready. Quickly they begin to court. They marry. 
They have children. They grow old. They die.

But in a great measure, which way they go and where they 
end up depends on the decisions they make in the first twenty 
years of life. Therefore, their decisions regarding courtship and 
marriage are of tremendous importance.

In this study, we offer the youth of today a light that will 
safely guide them during courtship. We offer Christ, the light 
of the world. In contrast, the world doesn’t offer anything of 
eternal value. It bombards youth with temptations to immorality 
and illusory promises of sensual pleasures. Many youth fall into 
these snares. Once trapped, few escape.

But our enemy, Satan, cannot blind everyone. Various youth 
are disgusted by the world’s allurements. They are able to look 
beyond its sensual seductions, and they see broken lives. These 
youth want a more secure road. To these youth we want to give 
a light through this chapter called Courtship.

This study cannot take the place of Christian parents; it can 
only reinforce their teaching. Therefore, we urge parents also to 
study this chapter on courtship. Parents and adolescent chil-
dren may study it together as a help in learning what is right. 
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If children are already courting, study together to help guide 
them in their courtship. And if you are too late for that, study 
it and teach it to your grandchildren.

Introduction



Chapter 1

Preparing for 
Courtship

When a young man and 
a young woman reach 

maturity, they often turn their 
attention to starting a home of 

their own. But how is the Christian home founded? In many 
countries today, a young man and a young woman get to know 
each other through courtship. But the Bible does not speak of 
courtship anywhere. In the Orient, people did not practice court-
ship. The parents chose the spouse and arranged for the marriage. 
In some countries people still follow this ancient custom.

Nonetheless, many of us believe that it is good for prospective 
marriage partners to get to know each other through court-
ship. This can be carried out in a God-pleasing way. However, 
as Christians we dare not blindly follow worldly customs. We 
must follow Biblical principles in all areas of life. Since we are 
not of this world, we recognize that a Christian’s courtship will 
be different from an unbeliever’s courtship.
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Understanding Marriage
To understand Christian courtship, we must understand 

Christian marriage. Because God performed the first marriage 
(in the Garden of Eden), we understand that this is His plan. 
God created men and women to marry, form homes, and bear 
children who mature into adults who marry and form homes.

Does this mean that everyone should marry?
No. The apostle Paul, who was single, served God in a special 

way. If he had been married, he probably could not have traveled 
and preached the Gospel as extensively 
as he did. The Holy Spirit inspired Paul 
to encourage some other Christians to 

singlehood, especially during times of urgent need in the church.
If your calling is to singlehood, find satisfaction in serving 

God and others. God has called you to that because it has pleased 
Him to do so, and through this, He can fulfill His purposes.

If you do marry, don’t do it for selfish reasons. Get married 
so that you can better serve the Lord. If you remain single, it 
should also be to serve God better.

Courtship prepares individuals for marriage. However, we 
should also prepare ourselves for courtship.

If you are single, you probably do not completely understand 
the marvelous love that exists between godly spouses. Before 
courtship, you should understand some things about true love.
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Understanding Love
Flee also youthful lusts. (2 Timothy 2:22)

Courtship involves love. Love should deepen between hus-
band and wife. What is love? Do we understand that concept?

The world sings about love, exalts love, and gossips about 
inappropriate “loving” behavior during courtship. The man who 
has not “fallen in love” with several young women is not yet a 
man, according to the world. Is this true love?

Romantic love does exist, and it is not all bad. However, if 
romantic love blinds us, it is out of place. Everyone has the 
potential to be overcome with excessive emotion, but such excess 
will lead to problems. Romantic emotions are not true love.

What does the Bible say about true love?
True love does not behave unseemly. It is honest and realistic. 

Love does not hide its own faults, nor does it deny faults in the 
person it loves. It does not ignore disagreements but confronts and 
resolves them. Love does not depend on illusions or emotions to 
be sustained. It recognizes that emotionally intense times do arise.

Love also realizes that much of courtship and marriage is 
not emotionally intense. In times of intense emotion, true love 
is careful not to sin. It does not build on those times. When 
emotions ebb, love does not despair. It knows that proper rela-
tionships are not based on emotion.

True love is not selfish. It does not live for personal pleasure 
but lives to please the loved one. It practices self-denial. Some-
one infatuated with romantic emotion pursues that emotion 
selfishly, without regard for the other person’s well-being. That 
is not true love.

Preparing for Courtship
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Charity never fails. True love lasts and overcomes obstacles. 
Difficulties do not destroy true love; they strengthen it. But when 
romantic love meets difficulties, it can die as quickly as it sprouted. 
Then romantic emotion may cause deep wounds.  To avoid this, it 
is important to prepare properly for courtship.

Understanding Personal Preparation
The Bible says “The prudent man looketh well to his going” 

(Proverbs 14:15). So be prudent. Prepare yourself not only for 
marriage but also for life.

Live a stable Christian life. With God’s help, develop 
your character. God will provide 
a boyfriend or girlf riend when 
He sees that you are prepared—if 
courtship is His plan. To aid your 
personal preparation, let’s look at 
some traits of maturity.

Your relationship with God

Beloved, let us love one another: 
for love is of God; and every one 
that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is love. 
(1 John 4:7–8)

To prepare for courtship, learn 
to know God.

Trusting the heavenly Father, 
having an intimate relationship 

Peter, an intelligent 
young man, had not learned 
to take life seriously. He 
lived carelessly. When he 
and Jennifer married, the 
problems began. Neither 
of them had learned to get 
along with others. They 
lived in continual conflict.

Peter was lazy. He could 
hardly provide for the 
family. Jennifer did not 
know how to do house-
work. She wasted the food 
they had. She did not wash 
Peter’s clothes when they 
needed it. The house was 
usually a mess.

When Peter and Jennifer 
had children, the children 
became rebellious and dis-
respectful. They thought 
that everyone must have a 
poor marriage.
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with Christ, and walking in the Spirit will help you to develop 
noble character and will get you ready to love. These are as help-
ful in preparing for courtship as they are in marriage.

To love correctly, you must live correctly. To live correctly, you 
must discern the difference between right and wrong. Where 
can you learn that? Read these verses to find the answer.

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testi-
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes 
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord 
is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb. (Psalm 19:7–10)

The Bible teaches us how to live and to love! Blessed is he 
who mines God’s deep treasures. He who searches the Scriptures 
and obeys them is joyful, useful, noble, and wise. Wouldn’t you 
like to marry a person such as that? Wouldn’t you like someone 
to marry you because you are that type of person?

Prepare yourself for courtship—and for life—by learning to 
know God and His Word.

Spiritual development

Be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18)

Nobody can make you love God and live properly. It is your 
choice. Are you living for God? Ask yourself:

 • What interests you most, and what gives you the most happiness?

 • Do you like to pray?

 • Do you like to study the Bible?
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 • How much time do you take to pray and study the Bible?

 • Which friendships do you enjoy the most, those with Christians 
or with non-Christians?

The way you speak and act reveals your first love. A young 
man reveals his carnality when he talks only about motorcycles, 
cars, sports, music, girls, and jokes. A young lady reveals her 
carnality when she dresses vainly, arranges her hair extravagantly, 
and talks about fellows, parties, and fashion.

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
(1 John 2:15)

We all admire young people who love God. We respect what they 
say. Some young people complain that nobody trusts them. They 
have probably forgotten that confidence and trust are earned. People 
quickly trust those who concentrate on spiritual development!

Young lady, wouldn’t you like to marry a trustworthy young 
man of character?

Young man, wouldn’t you like to marry a faithful and loving 
young woman?

You can, but only if you walk with God. By walking with 
God, you prepare for life.

Self-control

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7)

You are not prepared for courtship if you cannot control yourself.
In courtship as in marriage, you must control your feelings, 

your anger, your tongue, your laziness, and your sexual desires. If 
these natural urges control you, they will not build, but will destroy.
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Some people’s feelings control them. 
One day, they are happy; the next day, they 
are discouraged. Would you like to live 
with someone like that? Your prospective 
partner would not like to live with such 
a person either. Start controlling your 

feelings today. Do not think that it will be easier to change later.
Enormous suffering occurs today because men and women 

do not control their tongues or their anger! Selfish people 
become angry quickly. Ask God to help you have victory over 
selfishness and anger.

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. (Proverbs 16:32)

We all sometimes feel lazy. Some people always feel lazy and 
do not support or train their families. Overcome your laziness 
today! Take responsibility.

Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord. 
(Romans 12:11)

In addition, you must control your sexual appetites. Victory 
is more than avoiding certain actions. The Bible says,

But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart. (Matthew 5:28)

If you occupy your mind with sexual desires and filthy imagi-
nation; if your eyes gaze at what you should not see, do not 
deceive yourself. You are not experiencing victory.

If you view the opposite gender as a sexual object, you will 
have serious courtship and marriage problems. A dirty mind is 
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a plague. Sexual expression is legitimate in marriage, but that 
does not neutralize filthy selfishness. The spouse with this prob-
lem wants to satisfy only himself. Guard your mind. Keep your 
thoughts about the opposite gender pure. Never get careless! 
Never deliberately look at what you should not see. Never dwell 
on filthy thoughts. Be pure from the inside out. Fill your mind 
with the Word. Meditate on it, memorize it, and pray without 
ceasing. That way you will be prepared for courtship—and for life.

Home life

Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment 
with promise. (Ephesians 6:2)

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
(Ephesians 4:32)

If you are unmarried, God may someday bless you with your 
own home. You will have exciting times there, but emotional or 
romantic moments alone do not make a home good. It takes good 
people to make a good home.

With God’s help, be a godly person. How do you relate to your 
parents? God says that it will go well with us if we honor our parents. 
One sign of having passed from adolescence to adulthood is the 
ability to always honor your parents. This includes respecting them, 
joyfully obeying them, and thanking them for all they do for you.

Your relationship with your siblings tells something about 
you. Consider these points.

 1. Be a friend to your siblings. Do you take time to play and 
laugh with them, as well as to talk about serious matters? 
You need both.
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 2. Express your appreciation and affection. Do you tell them 
that you love them? They will appreciate expressions of 
love. So will your future spouse.

 3. Have patience with their faults. Can you tolerate weak-
nesses and mistakes without being condescending? Both 
you and your spouse will need this virtue.

 4. Gladly forgive your siblings. Can you forgive in a way that 
allows your friendship to continue as if nothing had hap-
pened? This is essential for maintaining love in a marriage.

Now, review the list again. Would you like for your spouse to 
do these things? Your spouse will also appreciate those qualities 
in you. Perhaps your home situation is exceptionally difficult. 
By God’s grace, you can demonstrate Christ’s character in an 
unbelieving and difficult home. God requires that. Your future 
spouse will also appreciate those virtues.

If you would like to know someone’s character, notice his 
home relationships. If he has problems with his father, does not 
respect his mother, or mistreats his siblings, be careful! His lack 
of character means that he is not ready for courtship.

You and your authorities

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damna-
tion. (Romans 13:1–2)

How do you relate to authorities? The Bible says that you 
should submit to them. To submit means to accommodate gladly 
the wishes of those to whom God has made you accountable.
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Young lady, if you have learned to submit joyfully to the author-
ities over you, it will be much easier to submit to your husband.

Young man, this is even more important for you. The best 
husband is one submitted to Christ’s lordship and to human 
authorities. Such a person inspires respect and confidence! The 
wife will more easily submit to that kind of husband. Consider 
your relationship with your parents, your ministers, your boss, and 
your government. What is your attitude toward them? What do 
you say about them? Are you prepared for courtship—and for life?

You and your friendships

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering 
evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; 
knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a 
blessing. (1 Peter 3:8, 9)

It is important to cultivate a variety of friendships before you 
establish the more intimate friendship called courtship. In so 

doing, you can learn the secrets of good 
relationships. It is important to study the 
Bible and to pray with your friends. Share 
life’s experiences and struggles with them.

If you want good friendships, humbly admit your faults and 
ask forgiveness. This will help make you a good friend. If you 
want to enjoy good relationships with others, be interested in 
them. Listen carefully when they speak, and ask questions about 
what they tell you.

Be compassionate about other people’s problems. Be sensi-
tive to their needs. Never repeat what someone tells you in 
confidence. Nobody wants a gossip for a friend.
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Be kind to all. Never disrespect someone because of his age, 

appearance, race, customs, or economic situation. Have you 
noticed that people with noble character enjoy friendships with 
children and with elderly folks?

You should have friendships with more than one person of the 
opposite gender, but be careful with these friendships. Consider:

 1. Do not be friends with only one person of the opposite 
gender.

 2. Do not share intimate things with a person of the other 
gender. Yes, it is necessary to talk about certain things deep 
in your heart, but share them with those of your own gender.

 3. Do not spend long periods alone with someone of the 
opposite gender.

 4. Do not flirt with your eyes or your conduct.
A person with upbuilding and healthy friendships has pre-

pared himself for courtship—and for life.

Your church

Every Christian should establish himself in a Biblical church 
before entering into courtship. How is your relationship with 
your church? Use these questions for personal examination.

 1. Do you criticize the pastors or other brethren in the 
church?

 2. Is it hard for you to submit to church standards?

 3. Does your work interest you more than church services?

 4. Does it embarrass you to witness for Christ and talk about 
His church?
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 5. Do you enjoy serving within the church? Do you enjoy 
serving those in the church?

 6. Could your ministers recommend you for Christian marriage?
Do not plan to improve your relationship with your church 

after you are married. Many marriages suffer today because 
the spouses thought they could do that. 
Maintain a good relationship with a 
Biblical church now! Otherwise, you are 
not prepared for courtship—or for life.

Your work

He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that 
followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough. (Prov-
erbs 28:19)

Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own 
bread. (2 Thessalonians 3:12)

Do you know how to work? Do you like to work? Nobody should 
begin courtship if he does not appreciate work. Work is honorable. 
It is a blessing. Working to provide is a Biblical mandate.

Some young people would like their parents to give them all 
they need. How immature! Homes require much work. Every-
body interested in forming his own home should first be sure 
that he or she knows how to work.

The Bible condemns idleness.
Warn them that are unruly [out of rank; unavailable for duty]. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:14)

For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if 
any would not work, neither should he eat. (2 Thessalonians 3:10)
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Note what Paul wrote to Timothy.
But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of 
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an 
infidel. (1 Timothy 5:8)

People place confidence in a young person who is diligent. 
Young man, can you provide? Being able to work is part of 
preparing for courtship—and for life.

Your money

He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man. (Proverbs 21:17)

He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and 
he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. (Luke 16:10)

We frequently hear comments such as, “I don’t know what 
happened with my money. When I checked, it was all gone.” 
The main problem is the careless use of small amounts of money. 
Little by little, much is wasted. But it’s also true that little by 
little, much can be saved.

Plan before spending. Make a list of places where your money 
will go. Write the necessary items at the top and the wants at the 
bottom. Starting at the top of the list, write how much each item 
requires. It is likely that you will not have enough money for all 
that you would like to do, but at least you can accomplish the most 
important things. If you do this carefully and conscientiously, you 
will find yourself feeling much more in charge of your finances.

God has given you money to manage 
for His glory. Do not forget to give Him 
the offerings that belong to Him.

A problem for many is spending more 
than they earn. Consider: Should I buy 
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expensive shoes if inexpensive ones would suffice? How much 
could I save if I quit buying Coca-Cola and candy? Would God 
want me to use His money on frivolous things? How would Jesus 
manage my money if He were in my place?

 Do not spend what you do not have. Do not be quick to 
buy on credit. Learn to live within your means. In want or in 
abundance, Paul learned to be content (Philippians 4:11–12). 
You should learn it, too—before marriage.

One who sacrifices his wants to provide for others’ necessities 
is to be admired. He is the one who is prepared for courtship—
and for life!

Chapter 1



Chapter 2

The Goals of 
Courtship

He that keepeth his way pre-
serveth his soul. (Proverbs 
16:17)

It is important that a couple 
have clear goals in courtship. A courtship without goals is 
meaningless and likely to cause misunderstandings and pain. 
Moreover, if the couple does not have serious goals, they have 
an increased danger of falling into impurity and sin.

The couple should always keep in mind their goals. They 
frequently should ask themselves these questions: What are our 
goals? How should we conduct ourselves in light of those goals?

As leader in the relationship, the young man especially should 
keep in mind their courtship goals. He should explain those 
goals to his girlfriend, carefully maintain them, and occasionally 
remind her of them. If the boyfriend deviates from their goals, 
she should remind him.

If a courtship does not uphold proper ideals and goals, the 
couple should terminate the relationship.
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Seeking God’s Will
When a young man asks a young lady for their first visit, 

neither of them can know if they will marry someday. Even 
though they feel confident and everything seems right, their 
courtship may not result in marriage.

Do not rush into marriage simply because things seem to 
be going well. Take your time. Seek God’s will. Young lady, be 
cautious with a young man who pressures you to marry now. 
Your emotions do not always lead you in the right direction. 
Seek God’s will carefully and earnestly, above your own desires.

Seeking God’s will about marriage is the primary courtship 
goal. If you do not feel that it is God’s will for you to marry 
your girlfriend, all the other goals in courtship cease to exist. 
Terminate your courtship promptly.

How can we discern God’s will? Our main obstacle in know-
ing God’s will is our own will. “So then they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God” (Romans 8:8).

Will we do our will . . . or God’s? We need to be completely 
surrendered and ready to do whatever God wants. If we are not 
in that position, we cannot know His will for us.

Another point is, “And be not conformed to this world” 
(Romans 12:2). People of the world “walk, in the vanity of their 
mind” (Ephesians 4:17). If we conform ourselves to the world 
and think as the world thinks, we cannot know God’s will.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye 
cannot do the things that ye would. (Galatians 5:17)

The world is ruled by “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). When a young 
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man living by the lust of the flesh looks for a girlfriend, what 
does he seek? What will a young lady who lives by the lust of 
the eyes seek in a young man? Those who think as the world 
thinks cannot know God’s will.

Thirdly, the Bible says, “But be ye transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). It is not enough to avoid 
thinking as the world thinks. We must think as God thinks. 
That kind of thinking will help us to become like God. How 
does this take place? By the renewing of our minds.

The Holy Spirit accomplishes this transformation. The 
first step is the new birth. He then continues to transform us 
through the illumination of His Word. To know the Bible well 
is to know God’s mind. Some people make wrong decisions 
simply because they do not know the Bible. If we fulfill the 
requirements given in Romans 12:1–2, we will prove the good, 
acceptable, and perfect will of God.

Hearing God’s Voice
God wants to speak to us. He wants us to know His will. 

However, God does not speak to us in only one way.
Imagine a street with six traffic signals. What do you do when 

you come to a green light? You proceed. How about a red light? 
You wait until it changes to green. When all the lights are green, 
you can proceed with confidence.

There are six traffic signals that will help us when we are 
seeking God’s will about marriage. They are the Bible, counsel 
from others, circumstances, logic, time, and the Holy Spirit.
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Through the Bible

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 
(Psalm 119:105)

The Bible is our most reliable guide. Other guides are either  
less perfect, or more easily misunderstood because of our humanity.

 Our feelings can deceive us. Sometimes we may believe that 
we hear the Holy Spirit’s voice when in reality we do not. No 
matter how mature we are, we could be wrong. But, the Bible 
never, ever fails. The Holy Spirit will never lead you contrary to 
the Bible. Do not even consider anything that the Bible prohibits.

For example, do not waste time asking God if you should 
court an unbeliever. The Bible makes it clear that no Christian 
should marry someone who is not born again. (See 1 Corinthians 
7:39 and 2 Corinthians 6:14.)

 Do not wonder if you should keep company with someone 
who gets drunk, or with a young lady who uses makeup or who 
wears jewelry and luxurious clothing. Neither should you court 
someone who is disobedient and rebellious. The Bible prohibits 
these things, so you should not think about a courtship with 
someone who practices them.

Know your Bible! Let it guide you.

Through counsel from others

Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude 
of counsellors they are established. (Proverbs 15:22)

If you would like to be confident about your choice, ask advice. 
Ask several people who have experience and spiritual wisdom.

Young man, before you talk with a young lady, talk to her 
parents. Listen carefully to what they say.
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Young lady, before you agree to enter courtship with a young 
man, ask advice from your parents.

Your parents know you better than anybody else does. They 
often know when your reasoning is wrong or when you are acting 
selfishly. They can tell you if what you have in mind is reasonable.

Read Proverbs 6:20–24 considering what it says about 
parental advice.

You should also ask your ministers for advice. They can be a 
great help to you. Be honest; tell them everything. They cannot 
give good advice if they do not know the situation well. Pay 
special attention to any cautions that they give.

Some might say, “I will not ask advice from my parents (or 
my pastor), because I know they are not in favor.” Be careful! 
This shows that you have doubts about what you are considering.

This point is crucial: always ask advice. It could help you to 
avoid innumerable mistakes, unbearable burdens, and incred-
ible pain.

Through circumstances

Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass. (Psalm 37:5)

We could refer to this traffic signal as “open and closed doors.” 
God opens the door to His will. He prepares the circumstances. 
If circumstances do not allow what you want, it is because that 
thing is not God’s will, or because His time has not yet come. 
You will suffer if you force a door open that God has closed.

Let’s imagine that a young lady in the church has a father 
who is an unbeliever. He has forbidden her to keep company 
with a certain Christian young man. Do you think that God 
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wants them to court? Not likely. If and when it is God’s will, 
He will open the door and make it possible.

Therefore, do not be frustrated by difficult circumstances. 
Wait calmly on God.

Through logic

Fantasy and emotion work against logic. It is important to think 
logically in spite of the strong emotions that accompany courtship.

Young man, if a young lady impresses you with her feminine 
ways, but she does not know how to change a baby’s diaper or 
prepare a meal, be careful. Think logically. Will her feminine ways 
feed you when you are hungry?

In courtship, it is important to consider things like these: Are 
the interests, the background, or the intellectual development of the 
other person too different from mine? Does he or she have what it 
takes to accomplish what we want to accomplish together? Would he 
be a good father, or would she be a good mother? Can he or she relate 
to children? Would he or she help me be a better servant of God?

Maybe you cannot answer all these questions about another 
person. Maybe through these questions, God will safeguard 
you from doing something against His will. Always consider 
these questions logically. God often speaks through normal, 
commonsense facts.

Through time

Have you noticed that sometimes you were sure of God’s 
will, but later you changed your mind? This is one good reason 
not to make a quick decision. When we are excited, everything 
seems positive; but when we are discouraged, everything seems 
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negative. It is important not to make decisions during a high or 
low emotional time. Think carefully and slowly.

Through the Holy Spirit

Be sure to pay attention to this last traffic light. You need to 
spend much time in prayer and fasting so that the Holy Spirit 
can reveal God’s will to you. Tell Him you are willing to do 
whatever He wants. Ask Him to reveal if marriage is not His 
will. Do not take emotions too seriously when you are excited 
or discouraged (especially if you are given to vacillation). Note 
what impressions you get when you are alone with God and are 
committed to whatever He wants.

When these six traffic signals are green, you can proceed 
with confidence. Do not enter into courtship before it is time 
or if you meet a red light. Wait until God reveals to you the 
appropriate time. In doing so, you will experience abundant 
confidence, security, joy, and blessing!

What about signs and casting lots?

It is not advisable to use signs and casting lots to determine 
God’s will in courtship. In Judges 6, Gideon asked God for a 
sign, and He gave it to him. God could give you a sign, but He 
has not promised anything like that. Let’s not tempt Him. This 
is not a sure way to discern God’s will.

In the Old Testament, not everyone had the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. People did not always have faithful spiritual advisors. 
Therefore, they did not have the guidance and security that we 
enjoy today. Now that God has given us His Spirit and His 
Word, we as individuals do not need signs and the casting of 
lots to determine His will.
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I knew a young man who wanted to court a certain young lady. 
He cast lots and the answer was favorable. When I explained to 
him about the six traffic lights, he said all six were green. But 
he had one problem: the lady was not interested in courtship! 
What a giant red light! The young man was confused. He could 
not understand why she felt that way when he was sure that 
courting her was God’s will.

Casting lots brings difficulty because it is regarded as a special 
message from God. Many people believe that with this indication 
alone, they should proceed without any further consideration. It 
is much more reliable to be guided by the six traffic lights.

Getting to Know Each Other
In ancient times, a couple depended on their parents to 

choose their spouse. Isaac is one example; he barely knew 
Rebekah before marrying her. According to current custom 
in many places, the youths decide whom they will marry. They 
decide by getting to know their prospective spouse.

Most young people probably cannot choose a spouse as wisely 
as they think they can. Besides getting to know your boyfriend 
or girlfriend well, you should let your parents get to know them.

Evaluate your friend’s commitment to God as well as his char-
acter and maturity. Courtship is to get to know each other. If you 
decide that you could not live with this person, stop the relationship.

We can get to know another person spiritually, socially, emo-
tionally and physically. In courtship, it 
is important to know how and when to 
explore these different levels.
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First, the couple should focus on getting to know each 
other spiritually. If you find that you are not compatible 
spiritually, end the relationship. Does your friend willingly 
help in church activities?

More personally, getting to know each other spiritually 
happens by studying the Bible together, praying together and 
sharing convictions, goals, and struggles in the Christian life. 
This kind of relationship shows a love for Christ and His Word. 
It refreshes spiritual life and stimulates joyful service. It also 
dramatically deepens a love that is true and strong.

At the same time, the couple should get to know each other 
on a social level. How does your friend 
get along with others? Is he or she cour-
teous? Does he talk too much or not 
enough, or make fun of others? How 

well does he get along with his ministers, parents or siblings?
The couple should interact with others, especially with their 

own families and the church. It is not good for them to always 
be alone. We learn much about another person in a group setting.

The couple should also get to know each other emotionally. 
How does your friend respond to the many different situations 
that life brings? Is discouragement a common problem? Does 
he respond well to criticism and correction?

One aspect of emotions is to express feelings that the couple 
has for each other. It is important to be careful with this. When 
the couple expresses these feelings too soon, the relationship 
becomes emotionally based. This short-circuits good judgment 
and retards proper emotional intimacy.

The Goals of Courtship

How does he 
or she relate to 
others?
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The last level of getting to know each other is the physical 
level. For example, Genesis 4:1 says,

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain.

Sexual relations are good and beautiful—in their proper place. 
However, it is not for courting couples to get to know each 
other on this level. Sexual relations belong to spouses. When a 
couple experiments with physical contact, they feel disquieted 
and guilty. They must avoid this and seek to build trust on the 
spiritual, social, and emotional levels.

The only appropriate relationship for physical intimacy is a 
marriage covenant in which fidelity for life is pledged before 
God. In the absence of this covenant, physical expression is 
selfish and damaging. The Bible says, “He that committeth 
fornication sinneth against his own body” (1 Corinthians 6:18).

Getting to know each other physically has absolutely no 
place in courtship.

Laying the Foundation
Courtship is a time for establishing proper principles and roles 

for marriage. At first nobody knows if the couple will get married. 
Still, they are considering marriage. They cannot conduct themselves 
immaturely during courtship and expect to transform into mature 
adults the moment they marry. Consider a couple whose primary 
joy is to be alone together expressing their romantic emotions to 
each other. What will happen when they marry and find that the 
foundation of marriage is not emotional expression?

To lay a foundation for a happy and useful life, a couple 
should do the following things.

Chapter 2
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Build on God

In your courtship, make sure that God is the foundation of your 
relationship. Everything related to God should have first place. 
Increase your love for the Bible. Study it together. Live by it.

The couple should pray together frequently. Every aspect of 
their relationship should honor the 
Lord. If they do these things, they 
lay a good foundation for a home 
founded on God.

Develop a service mentality

Some couples do not pay atten-
tion to anybody else. They always 
want to be alone. This is selfish. In 
courtship, as well as marriage, we 
should work on developing a service 
mentality. Selfishness destroys the 
love relationship, which is exactly 
the thing that couples want to build. 
A courtship dedicated to service is 
much more satisfactory!

Use self-control

Control your natural urges. The 
man controlled by his sexual desires 
becomes like an animal. It is incred-
ible how much destruction these 
desires cause when they are out of 
control! Even married partners need 
to control those urges. Through the 

Virgil and Virginia were 
excited about their court-
ship. After church ser-
vices, they spent much 
time talking alone. They 
almost never mingled with 
others. Virgil spent most 
of his money buying gifts 
for Virginia. Virginia lived 
in a dream world. She 
spent many hours reading 
romance novels.

Virgil said that it was not 
important to have worship 
in courtship, so they never 
read the Bible or prayed 
together. They avoided talk-
ing about certain basic life 
principles that they knew 
their respective families 
felt differently about. They 
did not want to tarnish the 
delight of their courtship. 
Soon, they married. They 
could hardly wait.

After a year of marriage, 
things were not going well. 
Virgil continued wasting his 
money. They had serious dis-
agreements that they could 
not resolve. Virginia told a 
friend that her marriage was 
a disaster and that she wished 
she had never married.

The Goals of Courtship
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Holy Spirit’s power, learn to control all that you think, see, and 
do. That is part of laying a good foundation for marriage.

Establish leadership order

If the couple wants to enjoy God’s blessing, they must conduct 
themselves according to God’s headship order, in both courtship 
and marriage. If the young man does not take the leadership in 
making decisions and giving direction in courtship, how does he 
expect to do so in marriage? In the same way, the young lady needs 
to learn to submit to his leadership. These things do not come 
automatically with marriage. They need to begin in courtship.

Resolve conflicts and problems

One common mistake in courtship and marriage is to ignore 
disagreements. Many couples do this because resolving problems 
seems too painful or too hazardous to the relationship. But 
if problems are ignored, they lead eventually to resentment 
and bitterness. From the beginning of your courtship, learn 
to confront and resolve disagreements in love. Talk and pray 
together. Learn how to reach an agreement.

God designed marriage to be permanent. After you are 
married, you cannot change your mind. You are responsible to 
help your partner for life. He will influence your life and be your 
children’s other parent. 

Marriage will have effects that last many years. If you have 
five children and they each have five children, you will have 
thirty descendents. If these grandchildren have five children 
each, you will have 155 descendents! So be careful what you do. 
The decisions you make today will have a tremendous influence 
on the destinies of many souls.

Chapter 2
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Practical 
Advice for 
Courtship

Maybe you have asked 
y o u r s e l f , “ W h e n 

should I begin courtship?”
Some say, “As soon as you can.”
Others say, “Listen. Find yourself a girlfriend now . . . then 

later another . . . and another. That will help you get to know 
various girls, and it will be easier to know which one to marry.”

Is that the way a Christian should think? Absolutely not!

When Should You Begin Courtship?
Marriage is for a lifetime. It carries eternal consequences. For 

that reason, it belongs to men and women, not to adolescents. 
After God performed the first marriage, He instituted the home 
(Genesis 2:24).

In most Western societies, a youth is no longer a minor when he 
is eighteen years old. He is considered a man. A youth should wait at 
least until this age before beginning a courtship. For many, it would 
be better to wait longer. No rule fits everybody. But if a young person 
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waits, he has opportunities to serve God that he would not experi-
ence if he married young. He also is better prepared for marriage.

God instituted marriage for men and women. Courtship has 
the goal of establishing marriages. When should you begin your 
courtship? Do not begin until you are ready to think seriously 
about marriage—until you are a man or a woman.

Parental help

Some youth think they are prepared for courtship before 
they are. Others feel unsure and incapable when they really are 
prepared. How can you know if you are ready?

One way is to ask your parents. They know you well. Pay 
attention to what they say. Besides asking advice from your 
parents, ask your ministers or another mature, dependable person 
in the church. Do these people think that it would be wise for 
you to wait, or to pursue courtship?

Wait on God

In Philippians 4:19 Paul wrote,
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.

God knows whether you need a spouse. If you do, He will 
provide one for you. You do not have to worry unduly about it.

Some young men aggressively look for a girlfriend. They ask 
one girl after another, and all they accomplish is to make them-
selves repulsive. Some young ladies flirt to get a boyfriend. What 
foolishness! Wait on God instead. If you obey Him and walk 
in His ways, He will reveal the right one to you at precisely the 
right time. When Adam trusted God and went to sleep under 
His care, God gave him his wife, Eve.

Chapter 3
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How Should You Begin Courtship?
For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
should abstain from fornication: That every one of you should 
know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:3–4)

The Greek word translated possess in this verse is ktaomai, 
which also means “to obtain or acquire.” Read the verse again 
with that meaning in mind. It speaks clearly about how one 
should acquire a spouse—in sanctity and honor. It does not 
require special effort to employ carnal methods in seeking a 
partner. By using romantic emotions and sexual appeal, we 
can usually attract someone of the opposite gender. But these 
methods are worldly, carnal, and lascivious. From beginning to 
end, your courtship should follow this rule: Do everything in 
sanctity and honor.

When you feel ready to begin a courtship, you must set aside 
extra time to communicate with God. If courtship distracts 
you from God or obstructs your liberty with Him, you can be 
sure that something is wrong. You should fast, occupying your 
mind with the Word and prayer so that you can have the mind 
of Christ.

In your prayer, tell God about your new feelings and thoughts. 
Tell Him that you want to do His will. Tell Him that you want 
Him to cleanse you so that you can know His will. Ask Him to 
reveal His will to you (remember the traffic lights). Ask Him to 
disquiet you and close doors to what is not His will.

Advice to the young man

Now you are ready! It is hard to believe, but all the traffic 
lights are green and you feel confident—though worried!

Practical Advice for Courtship
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When you tell a young lady about your interest in courting her, 
be decent. Tell her what you have in mind, speaking simply and 
clearly. Do not try to impress her with fancy or romantic words. 
Offer her time to think, pray, and ask counsel from her parents.

What if her answer is no? Accept it humbly and thank her. 
It is her prerogative to answer that way. Do not ask why. Do not 
demand that she consider it further. Do not try to change her 
mind. Maybe God sees that you need this experience. After all, 
you prayed, “Not my will but Thy will.”

If she does not feel comfortable beginning a courtship, it is 
obviously not God’s will, at least for now. If she tells you no, 
be a man. Through this experience, God can make you better 
prepared for His service.

If she says yes, you have a new and great responsibility. 
Assume that responsibility seriously. Plan together when you 
will have your first visit. Tell her that both of you should keep 
praying, seeking God’s direction.

Advice to the young lady

What should you do if a young man asks for the privilege of 
beginning a special relationship with you? At a time like that, 
it is hard to know exactly what to say. Plan beforehand how you 
will respond. Tell him that you want to think it through well. 
Tell him that you want time to talk with your parents—and 
maybe your minister or someone else.

In some cases you should not ask for more time, but should 
give the answer right away. If you know that you are not interested 
in any way, or that it would not be appropriate, you should say so 
immediately. For example, if the young man is not a Christian, or 
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is not qualified spiritually, simply tell him you are not interested.
If you are interested, and if the young man has a good tes-

timony, take some time to think about it. Do not give a quick 
answer. Do not accept just because you think it might be your 
last chance. Seek God’s will. On the other hand, do not be overly 
picky. You are not perfect either. Beginning a courtship is seri-
ous, but that does not mean you are deciding to get married.

When you know your answer, tell the young man clearly and 
simply. If your answer is negative, do not confuse him or give 
him false hope. You do not need to explain why. Tell him that 
you do not feel it is God’s will.

The couple and their parents

Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment 
with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest 
live long on the earth. (Ephesians 6:2–3)

When you begin your courtship, young man, plan to speak 
with the young lady’s father. It shows honorable intentions and 
helps avoid many problems. Go humbly. Ask how he expects 
you to conduct your courtship, and heed his directions. When 
you talk with him, you should ask:

 • Does he approve of your courting his daughter?

 • Are there certain rules that he expects you to comply with during 
your courtship?

 • How often, at what time of day, and where does he prefer that 
you have your visits?

Assure him that you want to comply with his expectations.
Invite him to give you correction or advice when he considers 

Practical Advice for Courtship
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it necessary.
Courtship is not just doing what seems best to you. The young 

lady’s father is responsible for her. You should court in accordance 
with his wishes. Work to gain his friendship, confidence, and 
respect. Someday you will understand how important that is.

Talk to your own parents. Carry out their wishes in your 
courtship as well. Carefully comply with your church’s courtship 
standards. Ask advice from your pastor. Tell him what both of 
your parents expect, and ask his advice.

Preserving Holiness in Your Courtship
Impurity stains and degrades courtship. It ruins its honor, 

sanctity, and purpose. In contrast, purity 
brings joy, beauty, and liberty to the 
relationship. Many youths trade their 
honor for a bit of pleasure. Their lack of 

self-control causes them to lose respect for each other. 
If a couple does not respect each other, can they truly love 

each other? Is there any basis for a stable relationship? Many 
courtships fail because of impurity. Many marriages begin with 
big problems for the same reason.

Serious trouble is in store for couples who do not practice 
purity or do not know what purity consists of. You should not 
consider a relationship with anyone who has no concern about 
purity—unless you want a courtship with huge problems and a 
marriage with a terrible beginning.

The rights to your body are reserved

Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord 
for the body. Know ye not that your bodies are the members of 
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Do everything 
in sanctity and 
honor.
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Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the 
members of an harlot? God forbid. What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? (1 Corinthians 6:13; 15; 19).

According to these verses, to whom does your body belong? 
To God. It does not belong to your boyfriend or your girlfriend. 
It is not yours, either! Therefore, you do not have the right to 
use it to satisfy your carnal desires.

First Corinthians 6:20 says, “For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 

are God’s.” Think, “My body belongs to 
God. I need to use it in a way that brings 
glory to God.” Putting this concept into 

practical terms will help you to avoid sexual sin. Resolve to do 
with your body only what God wants.

Even in marriage, where sexual relations are a privilege and 
a duty, the believer must never use his body selfishly. Our focus 
should not be on gaining pleasure for ourselves but on giving 
to the other. God says it like this:

The wife hath not power of [authority over] her own body, but 
the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of 
his own body, but the wife. (1 Corinthians 7:4)

Within the marriage relationship, the husband has a right 
to his wife’s body for her good. The wife has a right to her hus-
band’s body to please him. The marriage relationship does not 
give anybody the right to pursue his own carnal desires or to 
take advantage of his spouse.

The Christian marriage has no room for selfishness. Whether 
I am single or married, my body does not belong to me, and I 
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Think: My body 
belongs to God.
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must never use it selfishly. Selfishness never satisfies, nor does 
it please God. Only serving and giving bring true joy.

The carnal man uses his sexuality for his own pleasure. He 
exploits other people to satisfy his own insatiable, carnal desires. 
That is animalistic, and it is sin. It has its own punishment 
(1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; Galatians 5:19–21). One who serves 
his own body in this way is taking advantage of what God has 
not given him.

The Christian should never employ his sexuality until God 
gives him that right. The Bible clearly says that God gives the 
right to sexual intimacy only to those who have been united 
in marriage. To desire what God has not given us is greedy, 
lewd, lustful, and adulterous (Matthew 5:27–28).

How do these principles apply to courtship? Does God 
give you the right to your girlfriend’s body? No, He does not! 
Should you look at her lustfully? Should you say sensual things 
that excite her carnal passions? Should you touch and caress 
her body? No! It is sin to do these things, because God has not 
given you this right.

Why you should not caress

Many youths would say that it is impossible to have a court-
ship in which the couple does not caress each other. They have 
never heard of such a thing! Even some people who consider 
themselves God’s children think that way. Bewildered, they ask, 
“Why not caress? Is it wrong?”

We have looked at Biblical principles that relate to our bodies 
and sexuality. We concluded that your girlfriend’s body is not 
yours. Then how can you justify touching her body if it does 
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not belong to you? Will you touch something that God has not 
given you? That is lustful, and lust is sin.

How could one indulge in caressing his girlfriend without 
succumbing to the sin that Jesus warned about?

But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart. (Matthew 5:28)

If you are caressing her, isn’t it because you are lusting after 
what is not yours?

It can be difficult for single people to maintain pure 
thoughts. Although God has not given them the right of sexual 
activity, their bodies desire it. Every single person knows that to 
experience victory in personal purity, he needs to take definite 
measures. Can you caress your girlfriend without unleashing 
strong temptations to wrong thoughts? Would it be right to 
do this and then ask God to deliver you from temptation? Do 
you want to weaken yourself? Then do not caress each other 
while courting.

Caressing a person of the opposite gender does have a pur-
pose—to lead to sexual relations within marriage. God designed 
it that way. When two people who are courting caress each other, 
they arouse sexual desires that create tremendous frustration. 
It is wrong to stir passions in yourself or another person that 
cannot be satisfied legitimately.

Your body is sacred. God intends you to care for it and reserve 
it for the person He gives you in marriage. Do not let your body 
be a toy for others. Many are interested only in playing with 
other people for their own pleasure. Do not degrade yourself 
that way. 

Practical Advice for Courtship
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Many give their hands in marriage after having been handled 
by numerous other people. What a shame! Caressing shares 
something intimate and personal with the other person. Con-
sider how repulsive it would be to meet someone whom you 
had previously caressed, but who now means nothing to you.

Couples who give themselves to caressing become addicted to 
this excitement. Everything else becomes boring when compared 
to this sensuality. They tend to isolate themselves from other people 
and other activities. They create a false, unbalanced world in which 
they cannot get to know each other as total persons. They know 
each other mainly as objects of romantic and sensual stimulation.

The practice of caressing kills your spiritual relationship. 
Those who engage in caressing soon 
no longer experience liberty to study 
the Bible, pray, or discuss spiritual 
things. The Bible says,

For the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other: so that ye 
cannot do the things that ye 
would. (Galatians 5:17)

That is fine, some might say, but 
it hardly means we should not touch 
each other at all. It is one thing to 
caress someone, and another to 
simply touch each other in a manner 
that is not sensual.

Chapter 3

Anthony and Arlene fell 
into fornication during their 
courtship. Although it was 
difficult, they confessed their 
sin and found forgiveness 
from God and the church. 
Their wedding day was not as 
happy as they had expected. 
Worse was the loss of confi-
dence that they experienced 
as husband and wife. Arlene 
was unable to fully trust 
Anthony. She remembered 
what had happened and 
asked herself if he might do 
the same thing with another 
woman. Anthony knew that 
Arlene would not betray 
him, but he no longer had 
complete confidence in her 
integrity. That moment of 
pleasure brought much pain 
and regret.
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That is right; there is a difference. However, a courting couple 
should avoid all physical contact beyond the normal handshake.

During courtship, with all its emotions and dreams, the 
slightest brush can be arousing. It is certainly not like incidental 
contact with someone of the same gender! During an emotion-
ally intense time, any contact (even holding hands) can run 
through the body like an electric current.

After the first touch, the couple wants to touch a bit more, 
and a bit more. The first touch is like a seed of excitement that 
sprouts and grows. Since a couple should not caress, they should 
stop before getting to that place. Who decides when it is caressing 
and when it is not? Drawing the line is difficult. The next time 
they will go further. Little by little, they get to the place where 
neither of them expected to go. The solution is to avoid physical 
contact from the start.

The decision to avoid physical contact is a great help during 
moments of weakness. Although a couple with exceptional self-
control might be able to have some level of physical contact without 
experiencing arousal, it will not always be that way. In romantic, 
emotional times, they are at their weakest and will be least able to 
make a sound decision about the extent of physical contact. Those 
are the times when a couple tends to go further than they ever 
expected to go. Avoid this pitfall by together making the decision 
from the beginning to avoid all premarital physical contact.

Holiness and your mind

Maintaining holiness begins in your mind. Young man, be 
careful how you think about your girlfriend. If you think of her 
as a sexual object, you are a long way from Christian holiness.

Practical Advice for Courtship
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Be careful with your thoughts. Many people waste much 
time in elaborate fantasies and perversions. This is sin. If you 
fill your mind with lustful fantasies, it will be difficult to think 
about your girlfriend in a holy way. Fantasies tend to pave the 
way for tragic sin. Consider Matthew 5:28!

Be careful with your eyes. How do you look at her? When 
do you look at her? Where do you look when you look at her? 
You cannot be careless and keep yourself pure.

Be careful with your feelings. Romantic phrases and expres-
sions can have the same effect as a caress, weakening one’s 
resistance. For that reason, you should be careful with your 
words during courtship.

Strong feelings develop in courtship. Do not feed them! It 
is easy for them to spin out of control and lead you to inap-
propriate intimacies.

Holiness and your appearance

Be careful how you dress and conduct yourself. Modesty 
builds holiness. A lack of modesty tears it down. Immodesty 
can even destroy your courtship.

Many worldly women seek to attract men with their dress 
and adornment. They may wear luxurious clothes or choose 
semi-transparent material. Some opt for garments that cling 
to feminine body contours. Some display legs and arms. Some 
spend much money on rings, perfumes, and powders. Why do 
they do these things? Because they know that adorning the 
feminine body awakens masculine passions. They hope that by 
so doing, they will win their boyfriend’s heart.

Young Christian lady, do you want to do this? Do you really 
want your boyfriend (or another man) to look at you with lustful 
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eyes? Never forget that a lustful look constitutes adultery—for 
him and for you, if you use your body to attract him. (See Mat-
thew 5:27–30.)

God forbids these types of display for Christian women. 
He says,

In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, 
or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women 
professing godliness) with good works. (1 Timothy 2:9–10)

You want God’s approval most of all, don’t you? Then adorn 
yourself with good works and be a modest woman.

Likewise, a godly young man avoids stylish haircuts and 
headgear, tight pants, fancy shirts, or any other clothing designed 
to turn a woman’s head. He does not want to use these things 
to fill his girlfriend’s mind with inappropriate thoughts. Instead 
he seeks to win her heart with his noble character.

Young man or woman, seek God’s approval rather than 
admiration from the opposite gender. Remember the verse that 
says, “Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised” (Proverbs 31:30). This 
applies to a man as well. Preserve your holiness and that of your 
girlfriend or boyfriend.

Standards for Courtship
A standard is an established code of conduct. It is a decision 

to take a precaution. We make standards because we recognize 
our human weaknesses. We need them.

In courtship, we recognize that we experience moments of weak-
ness in which we might do things that we would not do otherwise. 

Practical Advice for Courtship
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For example, we might decide that a visit together should not go 
later than a certain time. But one evening during a date, we are 
tempted to extend that time. If we do not have a standard, we make 
a decision at a time when we are prone to poor judgment.

Standards are a blessing because they help to avoid making 
decisions in weak moments; the decision is made already. In other 
words, you do not have to decide every time you have a date how 
long you will be together. There will be no disagreements about 
this, because the couple has decided ahead of time how it will be.

It will not always be easy to abide by your previous decisions. 
Sometimes you will be tempted to change a standard. Be care-

ful! Do not change your standard to 
accommodate your weakness.

At some times you will both be 
tempted to overlook a standard. At 
other times only one will be tempted. 
Couples should remind one another 
about the standards upon which they 
have agreed.

This is hard to do, especially for 
a woman. Many a young lady has 
had regrettable experiences because 
she did not have the nerve to tell her 
boyfriend that he was crossing the 
line. If he does that and she offers no 
objection, she shares in the guilt of 
what happens.

The person who says that he does 
not need standards, or that he wants 
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When Ben and Bonita 
began courting, she asked 
him what time he thought 
it would be appropriate to 
end their dates. He answered, 
“We’ll see. I don’t like the 
idea of making a rigid rule.”

Bonita was encouraged 
when he left by 8:00 on their 
first dates. However, a few 
months later he was staying 
until 9:00. Finally, when he 
stayed until 10:00, she asked 
him when he was planning to 
leave. He became defensive 
and said, “I don’t like rules 
that squelch spontaneity. I 
want to be flexible.”

Bonita said sadly, “That 
isn’t sufficient for me.” Ben 
was offended because he felt 
she had lost her confidence 
in him. Disillusioned, they 
broke up.
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the freedom to do what seems best, does not know himself. Those 
who consider themselves too mature for standards do not know 
themselves either. We are human. We all have weaknesses. We are 
all capable of falling into sin.

Your standards

Every young person, with his parents’ help, should write a 
list of standards before starting courtship. Then on one of the 
first visits together, the couple could compare lists and estab-
lish their courtship standards together. The couple will also be 
blessed by sharing these standards with their parents. Of course, 
they should stay within the courtship standards of their church 
and also respect their ministers’ advice. Otherwise, they will not 
experience the Lord’s blessing on their courtship.

Every couple should have their own list, but it might include 
such things as these:

 1. We want God to direct our personal lives and our court-
ship. We will continue in this courtship only if it helps 
us to serve Him better. If it hinders us, we will have to 
terminate it (Matthew 6:33).

 2. We want to do everything in our courtship as Jesus would 
do. We do not want to be a hindrance to God’s people or 
provide the world with a reason to gossip (1 Corinthians 
10:32–33).

 3. We want to build a spiritual foundation for our visits 
together, studying the Bible and praying together each 
time (Romans 8:5–6).

Practical Advice for Courtship
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 4. We propose to intermingle with others, in Christian fel-
lowship and in seeking to serve others. We will not selfishly 
try to be alone (Philippians 2:4).

 5. We would like to spend time together with our families so 
they can get to know us well. We want to honor our parents 
by acting in accordance with their wishes (Ephesians 6:2).

 6. To help us maintain holiness in mind and deed, we will 
not touch each other in any way except to shake hands in 
greeting. We will also avoid romantic phrases and expres-
sions. We will avoid spending time alone in dark places. If 
one of us begins to slide, the other will remind him of the 
standards agreed upon beforehand. We want to maintain 
purity at all times.

 7. We want the man to be the leader in our relationship. In his 
leadership, the young man will not pursue his selfish agenda, 
but will sacrifice himself for his girlfriend’s good (as Christ 
would do). The girlfriend will not be selfish either, and will 
joyfully submit her will to her boyfriend’s leadership.

Do not be ashamed of the standards you establish. Some worldly 
people might be surprised, but most people have a profound respect 
for youth who conduct themselves honorably. Do not worry if some 
Christian youth do not maintain standards as high as yours. The 
important thing is that you do what pleases God.

Chapter 3
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Further Advice 
for Courtship

Courtship is a time in which 
the couple learns to know 

each other. It is a time when 
they get to know God’s will.

During courtship, the couple keeps company with each 
other. Every visit needs to have purpose if they expect to have 
a wholesome courtship.

Visits
Customarily, most visits occur in the girlfriend’s home. There 

the boyfriend gets to know the young lady’s family, and they get 
to know him. This is valuable. If God leads them into marriage, 
the couple observes that marriage is more than the union of two 
people. In a sense, it is the union of two families.

Likewise, it is beneficial for the young lady to visit the young 
man’s home. His parents will want to get acquainted with her, 
and vice versa.

Of course, the couple will want to spend some time alone 
together while they are in their parents’ homes. But a Christian 
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couple should not meet in a secret or hidden place. They should 
not date in the dark.

The couple will get to know one another better if they do not 
spend all their time alone. Sometimes they should take part in ac-
tivities with the whole family. In times like these, one or the other 
may reveal character traits that do not come to light when they 
are by themselves.

Not all the visits have to be at home. A couple could attend a 
church service or participate in some other church activity. They 
could visit a sick person, a minister, a family in the church, or a 
friend; or they could visit a non-Christian to witness to him. They 
could help someone who is in need.

They could plan other healthy activities such as inviting others to 
go with them for a walk or on a trip to a zoo, a museum, or a park. 
When you do these types of things, be sure to have your parents’ 
and ministers’ support and confidence. Do nothing that will leave 
a bad testimony. 

Your parents or ministers may decide that you can do some 
things alone. Many times, it is better if someone accompanies you. 
Sometimes it may work for two couples to go together. Other times, 
someone in the family, your friends, or fellow church members 
may go.

When should you meet?

Many couples visit with each other in the evening. Start the 
visit early so it can be over early.

When the visit lasts until late at night, people have reason to 
be suspicious. Avoid all appearance of evil. You should decide 
visiting hours with the advice of your parents and ministers. 
Why not have your visit on Sunday afternoon while it is day?

Chapter 4
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Whatever the case, it is not healthy for the couple to spend 
too much time together. One visit per week should be sufficient.

What activities should you pursue?

Plan your visits. Being together with no plans can bring 
temptation. The young man is responsible to give direction in 
the planning. However, a Christian young man will always want 
to consider his girlfriend’s preferences and interests. He will ask 
her what kinds of things she likes to do, and plan to do them.

Many healthy things can be done 
when a courting couple spends time 
together. Some are crucial to enjoying 
a Christian courtship.

The couple should pray together. 
Prayer is one of the most satisfac-
tory things a courting couple can 
experience together. They will want 
to share their personal needs as well 
as consider others’ needs. They will 
want to thank God together and 
both take turns praying. Besides 
this, they should develop the habit 
of praying spontaneously for what-
ever situation or problem arises, as 
well as praising God for blessings 
they receive.

Every Christian loves to read 
the Bible. His life and his friend-
ships intertwine with the Bible. He 

More Practical Advice for Courtship

Joe and Jolene had prob-
lems early in their courtship. 
Joe did not plan what to 
do when he visited Jolene. 
Since Joe was a man of few 
words, Jolene felt uncom-
fortable with the long gaps 
of silence that were a part 
of their visits. They often 
found themselves unoccu-
pied and sometimes bored.

Joe knew that he had to 
find a solution. He asked 
advice from his minister. 
With his help, Joe planned 
every visit ahead of time. 
For one date, he planned that 
they would talk about their 
childhood experiences, sing 
several hymns, read Psalm 
23, and pray together. For 
another, he planned that they 
would play checkers, and 
study Philippians 2. Another 
time, he planned that they 
would visit a widow.

Jolene was encouraged 
and learned to respect Joe 
for his good leadership.



80

cannot have a satisfactory relationship with anyone without the 
Bible playing an important part in that relationship. For that 
reason, a Christian couple should read the Bible often together.

They should love to study the Bible, to talk about it, and to 
apply it to their lives and their courtship. They should use it to 
resolve their problems and questions. They should also memorize 
passages in the Bible. They can choose a text or a passage and 
practice it at home. On the next visit, they can recite it. In all 
of this, the young man needs to be the leader. He needs to take 
the initiative and give direction.

Another worthwhile thing to do is sing together. It brings 
great blessing when believers sing to God from the heart. As 
the two get to know each other and learn to blend their voices 
in song, they will also be learning to blend their lives together in 
a marvelous way.

The wise boyfriend will plan visits that include being together 
with their families. The boyfriend will take time to talk with 
her father, the girlfriend with his mother, and the couple with 
both sets of parents and siblings. By engaging in that type of 
courtship, the couple will enjoy stability and the confidence of 
both sets of parents.

To get to know each other well, the couple should spend time 
talking about their pasts. They should converse about their tes-
timony and their personal growth in Christ. Note the attitudes, 
reactions, and thoughts of the other person when he or she talks 
about parents, teachers, family, and past happenings. It is not 
necessary to go into detail about past sin or to share things that 
would tend to be destructive rather than mutually edifying.

Chapter 4
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The couple should also talk about their current life, includ-
ing their good days, their tough days, their struggles, and their 
victories. They should do this frequently and search the Bible 
for solutions to problems. They should pray for strength and 
together praise God for victory. That is an excellent way to get 
to know each other.

The couple should learn each other’s interests. They can ask 
each other about their families, their work, the books they read, 
and other activities. Visits can help develop the ability to ask 
key questions and to listen well.

The couple can also work at a crossword puzzle or jigsaw 
puzzle, play a game, or read a good, constructive book together. 
Such activities reveal much about a person’s character. When it 
comes to good activities for visits, the possibilities are endless.

Avoiding Problems
It is normal to have some prob-

lems in a courtship. Couples can 
avoid common problems, however, 
if they heed the following advice.

Be patient.

Getting to know someone is a 
process. It is not appropriate to com-
municate everything on the first visit. 
As you get to know each other better, 
you will communicate more freely.

For some, it is difficult to develop 
open communication until trust 

More Practical Advice for Courtship

I remember when I was 
a boy and heard two unbe-
lieving men talking. They 
were discussing how a young 
Christian couple walked 
home after an evening church 
service on a long lonely path.

They mockingly said, “Do 
you really think that they are 
not up to anything fishy on 
that dark path? You can know 
they are up to plenty.”

Because of their own expe-
rience, they were sure that 
this young couple sinned on 
that long dark path. Although 
I’m sure that it wasn’t as 
those men thought, who can 
deny that the couple’s con-
duct was a poor witness?
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is established. Trust must be earned, not demanded. A shy 
person is more likely to talk if he senses that the other person 
is understanding and respectful.

In your courtship, maintain tranquility and confidence. If 
you do something that makes your friend disquieted, you are 
probably crossing the line of propriety. Be patient. A good 
courtship rarely develops in one month.

Do not abuse your trust.

Another mistake a couple might make is disrespect. If after 
visiting in his girlfriend’s home for some time, the boyfriend 
goes to the kitchen and helps himself to food without being 
invited, the mother might not be pleased. A young man may 
tease his girlfriend until she feels thoroughly frustrated, 
which shows disrespect.  Or the girlfriend may tell her friends 
something that her boyfriend told her in confidence, thus 
showing disrespect for him.

It is a bad sign if any of the courting couple’s parents are 
displeased with the couple. The courtship is going badly if mutual 
respect is diminishing. Disrespect can destroy a friendship or 
courtship. The more intimately you know someone, the more 
respect you should offer.

Do not be selfish.

Sometimes one of the dating partners feels unduly possessive 
of the other. Perhaps a young man cannot see his girlfriend 
speaking with another boy without becoming jealous. A young 
woman might not want her boyfriend to go anywhere without 
her. Jealousy and suspicion destroy trust. They spring from 
selfishness. They show weakness of character.

Chapter 4
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Mature courting couples enjoy seeing their partners relate 
appropriately to others. They want them to enjoy the blessings of 
friendships. The person with many friendships is more balanced and 
likely will make a better companion. It is unhealthy for a couple to 
enclose themselves in a world containing only themselves.

Another selfish tendency is to dominate the other person’s 
life. Dominating types want to change a person from what he 
is to what he “should be.” That does not work. A person obli-
gated to be someone he is not becomes uncomfortable and ill 
at ease. Young man, allow your girlfriend to blossom into the 
beautiful character that God has given her. Young lady, do the 
same for him.

Do not try to be something you are not.

A natural and spontaneous expression is always better than 
one that is forced. People who can act like themselves generally 
have the most pleasant and friendly personalities.

Some people would like to give the impression that they 
are sophisticated and refined. However, it is much better to be 
sincere, humble, sociable, and kind. The person who does not 
try to impress others is free because he is not a slave to people’s 
opinions. But the one who always seeks to impress is always 
tense because he is worried about what others are thinking.

In your courtship, you will gain much by being genuine 
instead of polished. Recognize that you are human, that you 
make mistakes, and that you have weaknesses. You do not know 
everything. Realizing this enhances love and open communica-
tion. Rejoice in the personality that God has given you.

More Practical Advice for Courtship
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What About Doubts?
Doubts during courtship are normal. We will consider two 

common types: groundless doubts and legitimate doubts.

Groundless doubts

When a couple starts courting, they might not know each other 
well. Each might think that the other is almost perfect. But as 
they get to know each other better, they will be sure to discover 
that their “perfect” friend has weaknesses and imperfections.

Perfectionists might become discouraged and wonder if 
a courtship with someone else would not be better. If this 
temptation comes to you, be careful. It could be that you want 
someone perfectly suited to your tastes—and the truth is that 
no one is like that. Not even you! So do not expect it of anyone 
else. Every courtship (or marriage) has imperfections, and you 
need to learn to accept them. It is wrong to notice only faults 
in another. Be sure to notice his good points.

In courtship, you might become disappointed with yourself. 
Courtship brings your imperfections to light. This can bring you 
doubts and discouragement. You may be tempted to think that it 
would be easier for you to be a better person if you had a different 
friend. Don’t deceive yourself. Regardless of who your special friend 
is, you will be the same person with the same weaknesses.

Some people do not want to admit that their own faults bring 
discouragement. They blame the other person. Do not do that. 
If you find yourself in this situation, be honest and humble. Try 
to improve the situation. Do not avoid the reality of your own 
mistakes or take the easy way out.

Chapter 4
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Many think that all of courtship 
should be easy, wonderful, and fun. It is 
beautiful, but it is also a great responsibil-
ity. Like any other responsibility, this one 
brings certain specific duties along with 
it. You cannot opt out of responsibility.

Other doubts may come from the influence of the world’s 
ideals. The world admires an individual who has a colorful 
personality and is good-looking, wealthy, and educated. 
Sometimes a young Christian has doubts about his court-
ship because his partner does not meet these worldly ideals. 
The Bible says, “That which is highly esteemed among men 
is abomination in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15).

This kind of vain thinking separates people into two groups: 
the distinguished ones and the despised ones. God hates partial-
ity. Before Him, we all have the same value. You do not need 
these superficial advantages to be a good spouse. What you do 
need is something that we all can have—a faithful character. The 
world’s values actually militate against the home. If you struggle 
with doubts like these, compare your boyfriend or girlfriend 
with God’s values.

Do not delude or torment yourself with groundless doubts. 
However, legitimate doubts warrant attention.

Legitimate doubts

Legitimate doubts include feeling that you should wait 
longer because your character needs more development, because 
circumstances are causing relationship problems, or because of 
your finances. Think carefully about these doubts. If you realize 
that you shouldn’t marry, maybe you should stop courting.

More Practical Advice for Courtship

Courtship is 
beautiful, but 
it is also a great 
responsibility.
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It could be that after beginning a courtship, you strongly feel 
that God is calling you to a life of singlehood and that it would 
have been better to never have started courting. If that is your 
experience, realize that singlehood is not inferior to marriage. 
The single life dedicated to God is noble and useful. Read 
1 Corinthians 7:6–8 and 32–35, paying special attention to what 
Paul wrote about singlehood. It is honorable to remain single. 
Every young person should seriously consider this possibility.

It is good for you to think these things through well before 
beginning a courtship.

But perhaps you have doubts about your friend. You may dis-
cover that he or she is carnal, is not careful to maintain holiness, 
shows little interest in spiritual things, does not know how to 

handle money, shows disrespect toward 
parents or ministers, or does not take 
courtship seriously. Then you should stop 
and think seriously. That kind of person 

would not make a good husband or wife. It would be unwise to 
continue the courtship.

 If a couple doubts that their personalities, their backgrounds, 
or their mannerisms are compatible, it would be wise to carefully 
consider whether to pursue marriage. Be especially wary if you 
find it hard to understand each other and experience a harmonious 
courtship. It would probably be even more difficult in marriage. 

You need to consider these things with much honesty, prayer, 
mature judgment, and the advice of others whom you trust. 
Ask yourself, “Am I ready to adapt to this person and his way of 
doing things and live with our differences the rest of my life?” It 

Chapter 4
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is immature and selfish to expect that the other person will do 
all the changing to accommodate you.

If your parents or your friend’s parents have doubts about your 
courtship, take those doubts seriously. God may be speaking to 
you through them.

As time passes, a courting couple should feel more and more 
united. If after a time of courtship, you do not feel any closer, or 
you feel more distant from each other, that is a legitimate reason 
for doubts. You should be concerned if you feel constant and 
strong doubts. If your courtship is God’s will, you should feel 
more and more peace and assurance.

Dealing with doubts

First, it is important to understand what kind of person you 
are. Some people run on ahead when their doubts should detain 
them. Others tremble at the slightest dip in their emotions. If 
you are a worrier, you need not pay too much attention to your 
doubts. You have to live in spite of your doubts, walking by 
faith. However, if you are someone with a strong, self-confident 
personality, you might avoid many problems if you think soberly 
about how you feel in the depths of your heart when you peel 
back the veneer of your confident personality.

You should also understand the nature of your doubts. We 
have noted different kinds of them. Some doubts do not deserve 
further consideration. Others show that you need to adjust your 
ideals. Yet others indicate that you need some personal growth, 
but not that you should terminate the courtship.

You might have doubts because you are not functioning as you 
should. If you are honest, your doubts can show you things that 

More Practical Advice for Courtship
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need to be changed in your own life. Understanding the source 
of your doubts can be a great help.

If you have legitimate doubts, think seriously about termi-
nating your courtship, but take that step carefully. Avoid doing 
anything hastily. Recognize that your emotions fluctuate. Do 
not take your doubts as seriously when you are feeling depressed. 
When your emotions are stable and you feel close to God, then 
evaluate your doubts. You need to let some time elapse and get 
over your emotional low before you decide whether to continue 
a relationship.

Face your doubts without fear. First, pray. Spend much time 
in prayer. Surrender yourself to God’s will, seeking His direction. 
God will reveal His mind to you about the situation.

If your doubts persist after you pray, write them down. On 
one side, list all the negative points. On the other side, list all 
the positives. Consider the list, and ask yourself how God views 
each point. 

Do not forget to go back to the basics. For example, “Could I 
be a good servant of God with this person? Would it make me 
stronger or weaker? Would he or she be a good spouse? Would 
he or she be a good father or mother for my children? Would he 
or she be a trustworthy spouse?”

Determine the source of your doubts

If your doubts still persist, you should share them with your 
special friend. Do this kindly, trying not to hurt your friend. 
Treat him as you would like to be treated. Be humble, recogniz-
ing your own faults. Show that you want only God’s will. Make it 
clear that you will not terminate the courtship without warning, 
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but that you will wait until you are sure of God’s leading in the 
matter. The other person should know how you are feeling. It 
is not right to harbor serious doubts and act as if everything is 
going fine. Pray together and wait on God.

You should ask advice from someone whom you trust. Talk 
to your parents and also to your ministers or other trustworthy, 
experienced people. Be honest with them, telling them every-
thing and explaining why you have doubts. Listen to their advice. 
Ask them to pray for you.

Do not be surprised by serious doubts. Other couples have 
had them too. You might discover that God wants you to con-
tinue your courtship. In that case, do not let groundless doubts 
disturb you or take away your peace. A good saying goes like this: 
“Have your doubts and have your beliefs. Doubt your doubts 
and believe your beliefs.”

If you decide to continue your courtship, you will need to 
accept some things as they are. Another prayer goes like this: 
“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know 
the difference.” There are things that bring doubts that you or 
your friend should change. Things that you cannot change, you 
need to accept joyfully. Never complain about qualities in the 
other person that cannot be changed. Show your friend that 
you accept and love him the way he is.

After carefully examining your doubts, you might decide 
that it is imprudent for you to continue the courtship. That is 
difficult. What should you do then?

More Practical Advice for Courtship
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Terminating a Courtship
Courtship is not a game, and terminating a courtship is much 

more serious than ending a game. Some couples break up over 
the most trivial things. A Christian does not do that. You should 
not start a courtship without thinking it over carefully and having 
the confidence that it is God’s will. If you need to terminate the 
courtship, you need to consider the choice just as carefully as you 
did when you started. If God called you to start the courtship, 
trust that He will show you if He wants you to terminate it.

Breaking up a courtship is difficult and can cause much 
emotional pain and confusion. For that reason, you need to do 
things carefully. The Holy Spirit would have you be kind and 
considerate. He will help you to follow what Jesus taught in 
Luke 6:31, which we call the Golden Rule.

The young man as the leader

The young man needs to take leadership through everything. 
Although the girlfriend might bring the first doubt about con-
tinuing, the young man needs to lead. He should listen well 
to what she is saying, not being disrespectful but recognizing 
that God can reveal His will through her. He should pray with 
her, telling her and God (in front of her) that he is willing to 
terminate the relationship if God wants it that way. 

Although the prospect is painful, he should consider it seri-
ously. He should ask advice, pray and fast alone, and wait for 
God’s confirmation. If he feels that confirmation, he should 
take the initiative and terminate the courtship. All this requires 
humility and the Holy Spirit’s power. That is where the young 
man can display maturity and Christian character.

Chapter 4
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To demand that she continue because he wants it that way, 
or because he thinks that God wants it that way, is selfish and 
immature. The young man should be willing to exercise self-
discipline for his girlfriend’s good.

In one case, a girlfriend wanted to break up, but the boyfriend 
insisted it was God’s will that they continue. He said that all 
the traffic signals were green, but he ignored the fact that the 
most important one was red. She did not want to continue! 
Do you think the girlfriend could respect that kind of man? 
Of course not!

If the young man initiates the termination and the young 
lady does not agree, he needs to be very patient and gentle. He 
should express how he feels and wait for her to think about it. 
Of course, he needs to recognize his error if his conclusion is 
mistaken. He needs to hear well what she tells him. With care he 
can help her to resign herself to God’s will. In this difficult time, 
he can demonstrate maturity and Christian leadership ability.

The young man needs to make every effort for the couple 
to arrive at an agreement. Ideally, the decision to terminate a 
courtship should not be the decision of one or the other, but 
the two of them.

When one person initiates the idea of terminating the 
courtship, he or she needs to do it in such a way that the other 
person is confident that it comes from the leading of the Holy 
Spirit rather than from selfishness or resentment. The idea 
should be presented soberly and humbly in love.

Sometimes a person is carnal and selfish and refuses to accept 
the possibility of terminating. In such a case, the one who feels 
the need to terminate should pray, fast, and ask counsel. If he 

More Practical Advice for Courtship



92

continues to feel the same, he should tell the other. If the other 
person still does not accept it, the person who feels the need 
to terminate must take action. That person will not be doing 
wrong. He or she sought an agreement, but the other person 
refused to cooperate.

After terminating

After terminating a courtship, it is important to avoid 
two dangers.

Some want to continue as if they were still courting. It is dif-
ficult for them to admit to others that their courtship has failed. 
They can hardly break the emotional ties with the other person 
or quit seeking communication. But to avoid false hopes and 
misunderstandings, it is best for them not to spend much time 
together. It will be easier for both if they put a bit of distance 
between themselves. Above all, they should pray for each other.

The other danger is the exact opposite. The two do not want 
anything to do with each other anymore. They never want to see 
or speak to him or her again. This is not proper either. If you need 
to terminate a courtship, try to keep treating the other person 
as a friend, as if you had never courted. This is difficult, but it 
is surely more pleasing to God than to be completely alienated.
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Engagement— 
A Time of 
Plans and 

Preparation

A couple does not talk 
about a wedding at the 

beginning of their courtship. Instead, this is a time for getting 
to know each other better and for seeking God’s will. When 
the couple decides that it is God’s will for them to marry, they 
become engaged. Now the courtship changes. The couple is 
expecting to get married, and they begin planning the wedding 
and their married life.

The Engagement
Pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest 
not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. (Ecclesi-
astes 5:4–5)

The promise to marry is a serious matter. It should be done with 
the utmost care. When you promise to marry someone, you promise 
to live with him or her for as long as you both live. Both of you 
should clearly feel that God is guiding you to make this decision.
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Some people make this decision quickly and regret it later. They 
live their whole lives with remorse and doubts, and some break 
their promises and destroy their homes. Never rush the decision 
to marry. Give sufficient time until you have the assurance that it 
is God’s will. If one of you tries to rush the decision, it is unsettling 
to the other. To patiently wait will inspire confidence and trust.

When I was courting, a wise friend gave me this advice: “Be 
very careful if one of you feels uneasy. Wait until both of you 
feel at peace about what you plan to do.”

Be wise

Let’s suppose that you and your girlfriend have been courting 
for a while. She is old enough and has an excellent testimony. You 
have had a successful courtship until now, and God has blessed 
you. You have maintained Christian standards, and your parents 
support your courtship. You think the time has arrived for you 
to ask: “Will you marry me? Will you be my wife?” You are sure 
that she is also thinking about marriage. What will you do?

Young man, here you need to act wisely.
Some young Christians resort to the world’s system. They 

think that to ask for a young woman’s hand, they need to find a 
romantic setting and employ romantic methods and words. The 
problem is that they become so intoxicated with their feelings 
that they can become incapable of making such a great deci-
sion wisely.

Do not emotionally manipulate your girlf riend into 
making a decision that she has not pondered sufficiently. 
You do not want to do anything like that. You want her to 
make a wise decision, using her best judgment. When you 
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are feeling the most emotional is when you are least able to 
make reasonable decisions.

Young man, do not surprise your girlfriend with the question 
and demand an answer right away. Prepare yourself, and help 
her to be prepared as well.

First, ask counsel from her parents or from other people you 
trust. Couples who do everything secretly, without seeking counsel 
from their parents, are making a mistake. They make their decision 
without considering other people’s advice, and then they wonder 
why things do not turn out well. Read Proverbs 11:14.

Be sure that what you are doing is God’s will.

Practical Preparations
Having become engaged, you and your girlfriend have much 

preparation and planning to do. The truth is that all your life 
has been a preparation. Now that you are engaged, your minds 
center on the immediate necessary preparations. What you 
dreamed about yesterday is reality today. Let’s think about some 
of these preparations.

Prepare a house

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. (Genesis 2:24)

Here we go back to the origin of the home. When God 
established the first home, He said that a man shall leave his 
father and his mother when he gets married. God knows that 
it is much better for the couple not to live with their parents. 
The experience of many newlyweds confirms the same. It is 
preferable for the couple to live by themselves so they can have 
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a normal married life. The young man needs the liberty to be 
the head of the home, and the wife the queen of the home. This 
is not possible if they live with someone else.

The Christian couple will also want to live at a place where 
they can regularly attend services in a Biblical church. For them 
it is more important to be in a Biblical church with a less-
than-ideal job, than to have a high-paying job but not attend a 
Biblical church. They appreciate Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:33: 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.”

Prepare to fulfill your duties

The young man is responsible to provide for his future wife 
and the needs of the home. He must have sufficient income to 
make this a reality. He does not need to provide abundance, 
but he should provide necessities. Otherwise, he is not ready 
for marriage. This responsibility is his; it does not belong to the 
government, the church, his father, nor his in-laws. Young man, 
prepare yourself for this.

The young lady also needs to prepare herself to fulfill her 
duties in the home. In Titus 2:5, Paul wrote that the wife should 
be a keeper at home. If she loves her husband, she should fulfill 
those requirements. Every young woman learns things after she 
gets married, but she should be able to fulfill at least the basic 
duties of a homemaker before getting married. Young lady, 
prepare yourself for this.

Seek economic counsel

When it comes to choosing where to live, what house to rent 
or buy, what job to hold, or what business to pursue, ask advice 
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of experienced and wise people. In many cases when couples 
did not ask advice, they later experienced economic hardships 
because of wrong decisions. Young man, be preventive and wise. 
Ask advice before getting married, and you will reduce the risk 
of failure.

Prepare yourself for marital intimacy

Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled 
and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and con-
science is defiled. (Titus 1:15)

Many unbelievers do not respect the sanctity of marital inti-
macy. They twist everything related to sex and make it something 
vulgar. They make light of what God has made good and holy.

Young Christian, stay away from the ugly practices of ungodly 
people. Do not laugh at their jokes. Do not participate in their 
conversations. Do not look at their magazines or read their novels.

Still, young people need to understand their bodies and 
their functions. The engaged couple needs a proper source 
of information. They should not go into marriage totally 
ignorant of intimate marital relations. This could result in 
much frustration, especially if they have been taught that it 
is shameful to talk about sex.

The couple should understand when it is appropriate to talk, 
and to whom. They should understand the physical and emo-
tional differences between the genders. Both the bride and the 
groom should understand the system of natural family planning. 
However, they should be careful where they get their information.

They should consult with their parents (especially if the 
parents are Christians), the girl with her mother and the boy 
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with his father. In cases where this is impossible, it would be 
good to seek the counsel of a minister or another respected and 

wise person in the church. Be careful 
about the world’s advice. Generally, that 
advice is not trustworthy (unless it comes 

from a doctor who speaks exclusively about physical matters). 
Although books abound that give advice about sex in marriage, 
you should not trust them unless a faithful brother recommends 
one to you. Many of these books do not reflect a perspective 
that is one hundred percent Biblical.

The couple puts themselves in danger if they speak of marital 
intimacies during courtship. After marriage, there will be plenty of 
time to talk. Together they will discover the joys of marital intimacy.

Young man, you have no right to your girlfriend’s body 
until she is your wife. Keep yourself firmly under control 
because during engagement it is easy to take improper liber-
ties. Do not play with temptation.

Keep thyself pure. (1 Timothy 5:22)

Planning the Wedding
 You will want your wedding day to be calm and enjoyable, 

without last-minute problems. To accomplish this, plan well the 
day’s proceedings. If you wait until the last minute to make plans, 
it will be a time of nervousness and confusion. The more you can 
plan and prepare beforehand, the calmer the day will be. Then 
you can concentrate on the most important things—the hymns, 
the wedding sermon, and the vows. Orderliness brings peace, and 
order comes from organization and planning well.
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The couple should not try to do all the work themselves, but 

neither should they leave it all to their parents. They should 
assign certain tasks to various people. For example, if you plan 
to serve a meal after the ceremony, ask a capable person to be 
in charge of this. Of course, you will also want to appoint some 
helpers. Be sure the helpers know what you expect of them, and 
make sure that everything they need to do the job is available 
at the right time.

It is not necessary to serve a meal. Yes, it is enjoyable for all the 
invited guests to eat together with the family after the ceremony. 
It can be a happy, constructive time of pleasant fellowship. But 
traditions are not the same everywhere. Even if it is customary to 
serve a meal, not everybody needs to do things the same way. It 
would be better not to serve a meal than to serve one that incurs 
a large debt. You should avoid debt as much as possible as you 
establish your home.

Together with your ministers, plan the service and ceremony. 
Everybody expected to have a part should understand before-
hand what is his responsibility.

Also plan time to rest. Sometimes the couple is so tired that it 
is hard for them to receive the spiritual blessings of the service.

Amid all the planning, do not forget to prepare your heart. 
In the service, you will hear a message from God’s Word. You 

will make solemn promises that will be in 
effect for your whole life. Prepare yourself 
by investing time in prayer and medita-
tion. These simple preparations are the 
most important ones, but perhaps often 
the most disregarded.

Engagement—A Time of Plans and Preparation
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Get advice

Begin your marriage with the Lord’s blessing. For this, you 
need to enjoy the blessing of your parents, your church, and 
your ministers.

Talk with your parents about all your plans. They can be a 
great help to you. Respect their wishes and consider their prefer-
ences. “Honour thy father and mother” is the first commandment 
with promise, “That it may be well with thee” (Ephesians 6:2- 3). 
Obey this commandment on your wedding day (as well as any 
other day) to enjoy God’s blessing and receive the promise.

Ask your ministers about the order of the service and every-
thing that is planned. Do not do anything in the service or at 
the reception without their approval. You cannot disrespect 
your church or its leadership and expect to enjoy God’s bless-
ing. God says,

And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 
And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:12–13)

Again:
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves. 
(Hebrews 13:17)

The legal requirements

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. . . . 
Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but 
also for conscience sake (Romans 13:1, 5).

Well before the wedding, the couple should find out what the 
legal requirements are for marriage. As Christians, we need to be 
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careful to comply with civil laws. There have been cases where 
the couple did not take care of the legal aspects until after the 
wedding, but they lived together in the meantime. This is not in 
accordance with the law, neither is it a good Christian testimony.

A Wedding That Glorifies God
At a wedding of unbelievers, the couple—especially the 

bride—is glorified. Christian couples do not want that. They 
want to exalt and glorify God.

The wedding service should be simple and reverent. Showy 
displays and luxurious furnishings bring glory to man, robbing 
it from God. Give no room for those things in a Christian wed-
ding service. The Christian couple hides behind Jesus Christ. An 
attitude of simplicity and humility is shown by the pastor, the 
attendants, the parents, the sermon, the prayers, and the hymns.

In worldly weddings, much emphasis is placed on what 
the bride and groom wear. That is not surprising, because the 
world is full of vanity. The bride especially tends to dress vainly. 
It should not be that way among God’s people. First Peter 3:3, 
4 and 1 Timothy 2:9, 10 give the rules for Christians on every 
day of their lives, including their wedding day.

The clothing of the bride and groom, as well as the attendants, 
should be in accordance with Biblical principles and with church 
standards. These clothes should be appropriate to wear again on 
other occasions. It is an excellent opportunity to give the world 
a good testimony of Christian modesty and stewardship.

In Christian weddings, Christ is Lord of all. He is the One 
in charge, not the groom, nor his father, nor his father-in-law. 
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Everything needs to please Him. What a marvelous testimony 
to unbelievers who attend! What a blessing all receive when 
nothing takes away the glory of Him from whom all good and 
beautiful things come.

The symbolic example

The symbolic aspect of marriage beautifies and exalts the 
wedding ceremony, as well as the marriage relationship. God 
planned that marriage would be an example of His relationship 
with us, His church. We Christians are delighted to revel in this 
living example. It adds something special to a wedding service 
to refer to this allegory. Here are some comparisons:

As the groom loves the bride and rejoices in her, Christ loves 
us and rejoices in us.

As the wife subjects herself lovingly and joyfully to her hus-
band, we should subject ourselves to Christ.

As the husband provides for his wife, 
so Christ provides for us.

As the bride prepares herself for the 
wedding, we should prepare ourselves for 

that great marriage supper of the Lamb.

A blessed occasion

The wedding day is a happy day for the couple. It should not 
be embarrassing to display that happiness. However, it is a seri-
ous time. The commitment that the couple makes is for life. The 
responsibilities of marriage are great. If God wills, there will be 
children to rear who have an eternal destiny. Everybody should 
be aware of all this and seek God’s guidance. This way, although 
it is a day of rejoicing, it is not a frivolous time.
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The couple’s vows and the minister’s blessing are the climax of 
the wedding. In that solemn moment, two persons promise to be 
faithful to each other for life. The couple makes these promises 
before our Supreme God. Then God’s servant by God’s authority 
declares them husband and wife. God accepts the couple’s vows 
and the declaration of His servant. God joins the individuals. 
From that moment, Jesus’ words apply, “What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Matthew 19:6).

Engagement—A Time of Plans and Preparation
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Introduction

To be married and in your own home. That is the dream of 
many young men and women. When I marry, I will have 

someone to share all my joys and sorrows. I will give all my love 
to my spouse and will sacrifice for his or her good. We will have 
a home in which the very presence of God will be felt. Our home 
will be a small heaven on earth. What beautiful dreams! Such 
noble goals! And yes, they are very attainable.

Ten years pass. The dream has been realized . . . at least, the 
two are married now. But for many, that is where the dream 
ends. They are married, but their home seems more like a hell 
on earth than a heaven on earth. What a disaster!

Is marriage a living hell or a heaven on earth? It depends on 
the couple. God has given them the responsibility of choosing 
how their marriage will be.

Their happiness does not depend on the conditions that 
surround them. It does not matter if all goes well or if everything 
seems to go wrong. It does not matter—the husband and wife 
are responsible to choose. They can be happy and their home 
can be a small heaven on earth as they are humble and love each 
other. However, if they pursue their own selfish agendas, their 
home will be a hell on earth.



108

In this section you will see how to practice true love and 
humility with your spouse. What should you do if you both 
want to eat the chicken liver? How will you steward the money 
you have at your disposal: new equipment for his shop or new 
cookware for her kitchen? Should I obey my husband if he does 
not follow Christ?

It is our hope that as you study this section, God will speak 
to you and show you how to fulfill His magnificent plan for 
marriage—your marriage!

Introduction
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Adjustments

What a di f ference ! 
Yesterday I was a boy-

friend; today I am a husband. 
Yesterday there was a possi-
bility that I could lose her to 

another man; now she is mine. Yesterday I viewed things from 
a masculine perspective; today I need to consider the feminine 
perspective. Yesterday it was not legitimate for me to hold her; 
today intimate relationships are honorable. 

Yesterday I was responsible for me; today I am responsible for 
us. Yesterday I saw her at her best; today I see her as she normally 
is. Yesterday I could hide my bad habits; today it will be more 
difficult. Yesterday I lived in dreams; today the reality begins. 
Yesterday I was single; today I am married. What a difference!

A man and woman who enter the intimate relationship of 
marriage soon discover multitudes of differences between them-
selves. Since they are not the same gender, their ideas, emotions, 
reactions, values, ambitions, and wishes are dissimilar. Since they 
come from different families, the differences mount—whether 
economic, scholastic, or religious. Multitudes of difficult prob-
lems and adjustments follow the wedding.
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Sometimes a courting couple is so blinded by their love that 
they do not see the potential for trouble. They think, “Many 
couples go through difficult problems and adjustments after 
they get married, but that will not be us!”

However, too often a married person asks himself, “How 
could I have been so naïve? Nobody warned me . . . or at least 
I didn’t believe it! Now what should we do?”

No other relationship demands such sudden and drastic 
adjustments. We should not be surprised that many marriages 
fail. If you cannot make these adjustments in a mature and 
healthy manner, your marriage will also be a disaster. A marriage 
is successful when the spouses work at communicating and being 
patient, loving, humble, and generous. Problems successfully 
resolved help to form a solid and satisfactory marriage.

Differences either devastate or enrich a marriage. It is notewor-
thy that their effect depends largely on how the couple responds.

Let’s look at eight difficulties that can produce disagreements 
in any marriage. Couples can gain richer relationships through 
a proper response to disagreements.

From Me to We
We all tend to be selfish, but in marriage, we must change. 

Suddenly I must think not in terms of me but of we. How 
strange. How difficult!

Yesterday, if I wanted, I went shop-
ping or propped my feet up to read a 
book. Yesterday, if I wished, I changed 
jobs or decided not to shave.

Chapter 1
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Yesterday, depending on my whim, I could buy myself a Pepsi 
or spend the whole day with my friends. Yesterday, I could go 
on a walk up the mountain alone. However, now I am not me 
but we. How strange. How difficult!

Changing from me to we is the main adjustment. If we can 
make this adjustment, the others are easier. I have to change 
from what I want to what she wants. She needs to change from 
what she wants to what I want. Together we need to seek what 
would be to the best advantage for both of us.

The Bible says that God takes two and joins them into one. 
This means that I do not live for my own good anymore, but 
for our good. It means that my life is intertwined with that of 
my spouse. We need to share our lives with each other. We need 
to have communication that goes beyond what we experience 
with any other person.

All this has a tremendous impact on our lives. I do not spend 
as much time with my friends now. I do not spend time alone as 
I once did. My relationship with my wife is more important. She 
has put me, and her relationship with me, in a similar position.

Perhaps I would like to read, but she needs someone to talk 
to or someone to help her fold the laundry. So I do not read.

Sometimes I would like to listen to some hymns on the stereo. 
What do I do if my wife would rather listen to a sermon on 
CD or would like me to go buy some flour? Because of my love 
for her and my interest in us, I do not listen to the tape or CD.

“Where are you going? What are you thinking? Where were 
you? Why did you do that? With whom did you speak? What 
did you do today? When will you go back? What do you plan 
to do today? What did so-and-so tell you?”

Adjustments
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 Likely, it was these types of questions that prompted a friend 
to ask, “Why are wives so nosy about their husband’s business?”

Those types of questions should not often be necessary. Spouses 
should share their lives with each other. They should talk about 
their plans, their thoughts, and their experiences. If my spouse 
always needs to ask me these questions, or if I always need to 
ask my spouse questions, then we have failed to function as we. 
Since we are now one, all we have and are belongs to each other.

The adjustment from me to we requires as much a perspective 
change as a lifestyle change. It is not easy, but it is possible. Three 
things are effectual in this area: God’s help, a well-grounded 
courtship, and love.

God’s help

Any marriage can be happy, successful, and full of we—even 
a marriage between non-Christians. However, only Christians 
have marriages that are successful in all respects. To make the 
adjustment from me to we, seek God’s help. He can make those 
fundamental changes in your heart. He specializes in changing 
one’s perspectives and purposes in life.

A well-grounded courtship

If you have not yet married, give your courtship a good solid 
foundation. The adjustment to we is easier for those who have 
practiced the concept during their courtship.

Some people fall in love only physically. They hardly get to know 
each other spiritually. They get married. Then, CRASH!! In several 
weeks (or days) they discover that they have married someone they 
do not really know. To those people, the adjustments are particularly 
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difficult. Harmony may be almost impossible if the couple does not 
turn to God for the solution to their predicament.

Love

Does it seem strange to mention love in connection with 
adjustments? Did you know that many people marry without 
understanding love? It is true! Each one is so preoccupied with 
me that he is not concerned about the other person. The rela-
tionship is based on what each one can get from the other, even 
when they do favors for each other.

True love seeks the good of the other, 
without selfish motives. Meditate on the 
Scriptures below. They paint a picture of 
true love.

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown 
it. (Song of Solomon 8:7)

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends. (John 15:13)

Let love be without dissimulation [pretense]. (Romans 12:9)

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:10)

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; char-
ity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
(1 Corinthians 13:4–8)
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Let all your things be done with charity. (1 Corinthians 16:14)

But by love serve one another. (Galatians 5:13)

With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love. (Ephesians 4:2)

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. (1 John 4:8)

From Child to Spouse
If we were raised in a normal home, we have always thought of 

ourselves as sons or daughters of Mom and Dad. We have lived 
under their direction ever since babyhood. We have gone with them 
to work, to church, or to other people’s homes. As we matured, we 
gained a certain degree of independence. However, many of us 
continued living in the same house as our parents, eating the same 
food, and talking about the same things—until we got married.

God planned this for our good. But, according to what God 
says, this relationship needs to change when we get married. In 
the Bible, God gives us instruction about this change. He gives 
it not just once, but four times.

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. (Genesis 2:24)

(See also Matthew 19:5, Mark 10:7; and Ephesians 5:31.)
What is God saying?
He is describing the start of a new relationship between 

parents and children. We summarize this relationship with one 
word—separation. Note four areas of separation between married 
people and their parents.

Chapter 1
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Physical separation

The newlywed couple establishes their own home in their 
own house. It is not important how much distance is between 
the newlyweds’ house and the parents. The important thing is 
that they live separately.

Financial separation

The new husband becomes the sole provider for his wife. 
The parents are no longer obligated to provide for the couple’s 
material needs. Some parents use money and material things 
to control their married children. The newlywed couple should 
avoid this problem. The best way is for the husband to work to 
support the family, and for the husband and his wife together to 
make their financial decisions. This is not to say that the couple 
should avoid asking their parents for financial advice. However, 
they should be careful not to depend financially on their parents.

Emotional separation

Both the husband and the wife need to realize that their 
marriage is more important than the emotional ties that bind 
them to their parents. When problems arise during marriage, the 
wife should not run home to complain to her mom. If the hus-
band discovers that his wife is crying on her mother’s shoulder, 
the marriage problems will only increase. However, the couple 
should not overlook their parents or forget about them. They 
should enjoy their friendship and counsel.

Public separation

The community and designated authorities should witness 
the leaving of the parental home and the husband and wife’s 
public vows of fidelity and loyalty. The couple promises to be 
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faithful to each other as long as they live. They make a lifetime 
commitment, and a new family is established.

If the married couple fails to obey God’s commandment to 
leave father and mother, they will experience many problems, 
disagreements, and regrets. Do you find anything in the follow-
ing list that describes your marriage?

 l	Your in-laws control your husband because you depend on them 
financially.

 l	You have told your wife that she cannot clean house as well as 
your mom does.

 l	You have told your husband that he is not as industrious or 
considerate as your dad.

 l	While your wife stays at home with the children, you spend 
naptime in a cot on your parents’ porch.

 l	You run to cry on your mother’s shoulder when you and your 
husband have disagreements.

 l	Your husband and your mother had a disagreement, and you 
took your mother’s part.

 l	You spend many of your days at your mother’s house and are 
often there when your husband gets home from work.

If you and your spouse have not properly separated from 
your parents, no doubt you have experienced disagreements, 
emotional tension, and unhappiness. What should you do now?

Recognize that you have not faithfully obeyed God’s com-
mandment to leave father and mother. Confess your mistakes 
to each other, asking forgiveness. Explain to your parents that 
you desire to do things more Biblically. Ask for their help.

Chapter 1



117

From Courtship to Marriage
“When we were courting, Joseph always wanted to do me 

favors. He provided for my needs before I knew they existed. He 
doesn’t do that anymore. Back then we talked frequently, but now 
we seldom do. I liked our relationship better during courtship.”

Does this sound familiar? It is a common problem. It is 
because he has won her now. Is there 
no solution?

Of course there is. Both partners 
should forget about me and go back 
to you and we. Love, romance, and 
respect are not only for courting 
couples. Maintaining your spouse’s 
love and appreciation requires as 
much effort as it took to win it in 
the first place.

It takes diligence and work to 
start a bonfire, but when it is burning 
well, is the work over? No! It takes 
effort to maintain the fire as well.

Young man, you used to worry 
that your girlfriend would leave you, 
so you conducted yourself as cir-
cumspectly as you could. Now that 
she is your wife, your good behavior 
threatens to disappear.

Young lady, you used to worry 
that your boyfriend would choose 

Ernest and Myra courted 
for a year. During that time, 
he took her a rose every Sat-
urday. One time when she 
dropped a hammer on his toe, 
he laughed and said it wasn’t 
a big deal. Ernest loved to go 
on walks with Myra. When 
he came to visit her, she 
always offered him coffee 
or cold water. One time when 
he accidentally stained her 
favorite dress, she told him 
to  forget about it.

Ernest and Myra have 
been married for two years 
now. It has been about 23 
months since Ernest last gave 
Myra a rose. It is rare for 
them to walk together any-
more. Yesterday when she 
accidentally brushed against 
his hand with the hot frying 
pan, he exploded, letting her 
know how careless she was. 
When Ernest comes home 
from work, she does not go 
to meet him. She never has 
coffee ready for him. They 
only please the other when 
they are seeking some per-
sonal gain.
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another young lady, so you were careful to be as presentable as 
possible. Now that he is your husband, you may be tempted to 
feel that these things are not important anymore.

Recognize that courtship is not a normal relationship. In 
courtship, the two always put their best foot forward. After the 
wedding, life returns to something more normal and routine—
and it becomes impossible to hide your negative habits.

How can I win my spouse today? If you ask yourself this 
question daily, you will discover many opportunities to be a 
blessing, encouragement, and joy to your spouse. You will also 
enjoy the same for yourself.

Colliding Tastes
She prefers white bread, but he likes brown bread. He likes 

fried eggs, but she prefers them scrambled. She loves to go 
visiting, and he prefers to stay at home. He is used to going to 
bed early, but she never went to sleep before 11:00. She likes 
tea and he loves coffee.

Perhaps both of them have the same preferences, but they 
cannot do both at the same time. They both like to sit in the 
rocking chair. He liked to take the CD player along to work, 
but she was used to playing it while she did housework. Before 
marriage, both of them were the only ones in their homes who 
ate the liver when they butchered chickens.

There is a simple and common way that many couples use to 
resolve these kinds of problems. Since the husband is the head 
of the home, he will insist on brown bread, fried eggs, and coffee. 
He will eat the liver when they butcher a chicken. He will say he 
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does not want to go visiting and that they will go to bed early. 
The rocking chair will be available for him whenever he wants it.

However, there is also another solution. It is not easy, so it is 
not common.  The solution is mutual consideration, deferring to  
your spouse, and sacrificing personal desires. That is the Biblical 
solution. It brings peace, harmony, satisfaction, and joy to any 
marriage relationship.

Often you can simply take turns. In everything, the husband 
should always show deference to his wife, and she should always 
submit to his decisions.

After these things are generally resolved, there comes the time 
for surprises! For example, suppose that it is his turn to eat the next 
chicken liver. When she gets up to bring the tea, he puts the liver on 
her plate. Even after establishing orderly patterns of conduct, you 
have many opportunities to demonstrate your love, appreciation, 
and deference. May God inspire your imagination and creativity.

Annoying Habits
How do you squeeze the toothpaste tube? What do you 

do with your dirty clothes when you are finished with them? 
How many spoons do you use at each meal? Do you chew with 
your mouth open or closed? Where do you put the towel after 
showering? How do you blow your nose?

How well do you remember things? How promptly do you 
answer your spouse’s questions? What do you do with your hands 
while you are talking? How do you sneeze? Do you put things 
away when you are finished using them? Do you say “thank 
you” and “please”? What time do you get up in the morning?
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We all have habits that seem normal to us. We also have habits 
that we hardly recognize, because we do them without thinking. 
Your spouse will not like some of your habits. They might seem 
unnecessary or unrefined. Our reactions to each other’s habits 
affect our marital joy.

A disagreeable habit can quickly become an annoying one. 
It could be that someday you will not be able to endure being 
with your spouse. If you do not solve these issues as soon as 
possible, you will likely begin to react negatively. Here are three 
steps you should follow.

First, ask the Lord for humility and grace to overcome your 
distaste. Learn to accept the habit that your spouse has, out of 
your great love for him or her. Stop thinking about the habit, 
because it is not worthwhile to fret over it. With God’s help, 
enjoy life and avoid letting your spouse’s habits take away your 
peace and contentment.

Second, it is not your responsibility to change or improve your 
spouse. You are responsible for your own habits. Consider that 

your spouse finds some of your habits 
distasteful too. When you notice some-
thing in your wife that you do not like, 
examine yourself to see if you might be 
practicing a habit that she does not like. 

Try to change your bad habits. You didn’t see anything when 
you examined yourself? Well, ask your wife this question: “Dear, 
do I have some habit that you find annoying? Please tell me, 
and I’ll try to change.” Do not get upset or make excuses when 
she tells you something!

Chapter 1
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After asking that question, you might not need to take the 
second step. Why? Because it is possible that she will ask the 
same question, and you will have the opportunity to tell her 
what it is that bothers you. Be tactful.

The third step is delicate, and it should be taken only if your 
spouse does not ask you if he or she has an annoying habit. Ask 
God to give you an opportunity to speak to your spouse about 
this. Pray for wisdom to say what you need to say in a meek 
and calm way. Then wait for the right moment to mention it.

You might say, “Do you know what, Dear? It bothers me when 
you leave your towels wadded up in the corner. I know that you 
are in a hurry and that the laundry is my responsibility. Still, it 
would be such a help to me if you could hang your towels up 
on the towel rack. That way they dry much better, and they do 
not get so dirty. I could find them much easier there too.”

Do not use the words never and always. Moderation will bring 
better results than exaggeration. Also be sure to use good timing.  
If he is tired or in a bad mood, do not tell him then. Neither 
should you tell him when you are having another disagreement, 
or after he has just complained to you about something, or if you 
have visitors or the children are around. Wait until you are alone 
together, you have peace, and you are both in a good mood.

Differing Priorities
A priority is something that we place a high value on—more 

value than other things. Priorities give direction to our lives. 
Likely, there are as many priorities as there are people, since 
every person has his own opinion about what is important. Here 
are a few priorities that are common today.
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	 l money l religion l drink

	 l friends l health l politics

	 l food l the family l social advancement

	 l your spouse l fortune l work

	 l church l playing cards l athletic sports
In the natural course of life, we develop our own priorities 

and make decisions accordingly. However, problems can arise 
when two people with different priorities get married.

Suppose he thinks an apple tree would be better than a rose 
bush in that spot close to the house. She thinks otherwise. 
Perhaps she thinks that he should spend his overtime wages 
on a bigger soup kettle, and he thinks he should get a new saw. 
Many conflicts can spring from different priorities!

If either spouse is selfish about his wishes, such conflicts 
become difficult to resolve. The truth is that these conflicts 
should be settled with minimal hassle. Each spouse needs to 
have a willingness to give up his or her own desires, be objective, 
offer love, and decide to please the other.

Consider the problem of the kettle and the saw. Sit down 
together and decide which you need more. It is possible that 
neither item is necessary. Maybe it would be better to save that 
money. You should never attack your partner, his interests, or 
his priorities.

What should you do if your priorities conflict with your 
spouse’s in critical areas of life? Suppose your spouse places 
more importance on his parents than you do. Or your husband 
puts more emphasis on work or on the children than on the 
church. Or your spouse puts more importance on reading the 
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newspaper than on reading the Bible. Or your husband thinks 
it is more important to put money in the offering than to buy a 
new garden hose. What should you do if your husband thinks 
it is more important to avoid buying on credit than to have 
new shoes?

First you should pray, asking God to give you both a spirit 
of meekness and love. Then you can make a list of priorities.

Relationships

	 l God    l parents

	 l spouse    l relatives

	 l children    l neighbors

	 l brotherhood

Activities

	 l personal devotions  l work

	 l church services   l free time

	 l prayer

Food

	 l beans    l soft drinks

	 l meat    l coffee

	 l potatoes    l candy

	 l vegetables

Financial and domestic matters

	 l offerings    l shower

	 l clothes    l bicycle
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	 l bottled water   l books

	 l house    l rosebush

	 l oven    l fruit trees

	 l being debt free   l vegetable garden

	 l computer    l a good bed

	 l medical care   l rocking chair

	 l soap    l CDs

	 l laundry / utility room
Your lists may not agree. No list will have the same order 

for every couple in every situation at every stage of life. But if 
you prioritize together, you will improve your communication.

If after you have made your lists, your priorities do not agree 
in critical areas, what should you do?

 Suppose you do not agree about work and attending church 
services. It is useless to condemn the other or defend yourself. It 
does not help to think that you are better than the other person, 
even in spiritual matters. It will not help to complain. It does 
not help to ignore the problem. What then should you do to 
resolve the problem?

First, pray. Ask for the illumination and understanding that 
only God can give. Second, learn what the Bible has to say 
about the subject. Third, keep confirming the love and dedi-
cation that you have for each other. Fourth, learn to ask each 
other non-threatening questions about your differences. Here 
are some examples.
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The wife to the husband:
Why do you feel that you need to work instead of going to church?
Would you lose your job if you went to church?
Is there nobody who could replace you while you go to church?

The husband to the wife:
Why do you feel I should go to church instead of working?
When is it legitimate to work instead of going to church?
Could you help reduce our expenses so I wouldn’t have to work 

when there are church services?

Both spouses should be willing to change priorities to come 
to a Biblical agreement.

Difficult In-laws
You are a man. Your father-in-law criticizes you because 

you do not provide your wife with enough cooking utensils. 
Your mother-in-law is not impressed that you do not bring her 
daughter to visit her weekly. What should you do?

You are a woman. Your mother-in-law does not approve of the 
way you keep house. Your father-in-law thinks you waste the money 
that your husband works hard to earn. What should you do?

You should talk, but to whom?
God has given you the responsibility to talk calmly and 

non-accusingly with your spouse about what your parents tell 
you. Find out if your spouse thinks as your in-laws do. When 
you are guilty of these things, admit your faults to your spouse 
and correct them.

You have another responsibility. Since your spouse’s in-laws 
are your parents, you will need to intervene if your parents cause 
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problems. In a respectful, considerate, and loving manner, explain 
to them that your home is not their responsibility, but yours. 
Thank them for their interest in your well-being, but show them 
that attacking your spouse robs you of peace.

If they complain about how your spouse treats you or how 
your spouse behaves, ask them to stop complaining. Tell them 
that you know your spouse’s faults better than they do, and you 
do not need to have others point them out. You should think of 
positive qualities about your spouse and tell your parents about 
them. Do not complain about your spouse to your parents!

If your parents have succeeded in fostering disrespect for 
your spouse, talk with him or her about it. Do not get defensive 
or assign blame. Simply open your heart and ask your spouse to 
help resolve the problem.

In all this, be an example to your parents in spite of their lack 
of understanding. Encourage yourself in 
the Lord, in His Word, and in prayer. 
The book of Proverbs has some excellent 
advice about the use of the tongue, lips, 
and mouth. Look up the following verses: 

Proverbs 10:32; 12:18; 15:1; 21:23.
Christ instructs us to return good for evil and to pray for 

those who mistreat us. See Matthew 5:39, 43–46; Romans 12:14, 
17–21; 1 Thessalonians 5:15; 1 Peter 3:9.

Money
In the United States, more than 50 percent of divorces occur 

because of financial disagreements. Undoubtedly, money can 
cause marital problems.
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Following are some common financial disagreements. You 
can add more.

 l	We should not put money into the offering, because we can’t 
afford it!

 l	It is wrong to buy on credit.

 l	As soon as you get money, you want to spend it right away!

 l	Shall we give the children money to spend as they like?

 l	You spend a huge amount of money on toys for the children!

 l	We have so little money, and there you go buying candy!

 l	The shoes you have can last you at least several more months.

 l	Make bread; you don’t need to buy it.
The best time to resolve these disagreements is not when you 

are in the middle of them. Maybe you should soon talk about 
this matter, but do not accuse each other. Talk about the list 
above and decide together what financial rules you will have in 
your home. (If you are courting, you should do this before you 
get married.) Here are some ideas.

Our commitment to give to the Lord

The Bible says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1). 
Although everything belongs to God, we give Him offerings. 
It helps us to remember that all our possessions belong to Him.

Also, offerings demonstrate faith. We may not know how 
our paycheck will be sufficient if we give our offering before 
we buy anything else. However, our faith in God assures us 
that if we put Him first, He will provide for our needs (Psalm 
37:25; Matthew 6:25–34; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 13:5).
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Financial freedom

The Bible says, “The borrower is servant to the lender (Prov-
erbs 22:7). A borrower loses some of his liberty because he is 
indebted to another person (Proverbs 22:26–27).

Also, buying on credit usually 
costs more than buying with cash. 
But sometimes it is difficult to avoid 
debt. In these situations, we need to 
analyze carefully what we want to 
buy. Be certain that it is a need and 
not simply a whim. We should ask 
ourselves if we could wait to buy a 
certain thing and save our money to 
buy it with cash.

“Oh,” you say, “but I never have 
enough money to buy with cash. 
Never! I am better off buying it 
on credit and paying it off a little 
at a time.”

Where does the money come 
from that you use to make pay-
ments on credit purchases? You pay 
it somehow, right? It might be that 
you deny yourself something else, 
but you make the payments. So 
instead of buying now and making 
payments, start saving your pay-
ments beforehand until you have 
enough to buy an item with cash.

Patrick usually earns about 
$100 a day. However, each 
fall he can help with the apple 
harvest. During these two 
months, he can earn about 
$300 a day. This means that 
during these two months his 
income is about $6,000 a 
month instead of $2,000. 
This brother earns about 
$4,000 a month extra. What 
a blessing from the Lord!

However, Patrick has a 
problem. He forgets that 
during the winter he will not 
have much work for about 
three months. Since he has so 
much money now, he spends 
as if it will never run out. If 
he gets tired of working, he 
does not go to work for two 
or three days. All at once, he 
finds himself down to $500. 
Some of his expenses are 
probably legitimate, but he 
does not stop to think about 
the lean months ahead.

During the good time of 
the apple harvest, he earns 
about $1,500 a week instead 
of the normal $500. If we 
subtract $800 a week for the 
lean times ahead, he is left 
with $700 a week for the cur-
rent needs. Doesn’t this plan 
seem like a wise one?
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For example, I would like an old car to drive to work. It will 
cost me $3,000, but I do not have that much money. If I buy it 
on credit, I can get it for twelve payments of $300 each.

What should I do? Three hundred dollars a month does not 
seem like much, and it is only for twelve months. Unfortunately, 
it will cost me $600 more. If it is easy to make those $300 pay-
ments, why not save $300 a month beforehand! After only ten 
months, I could buy the car with cash, save $600, and not owe 
money on the car.

Does saving money show a lack of faith? Some feel that when 
God gives money, He expects us to spend it quickly. They say 
that they have so much faith in God that they do not need to 
be careful how they spend their money.

Do you remember the Biblical account of Pharaoh’s dreams 
and Joseph’s divine interpretation (Genesis 41)? If we know that 
difficult days are ahead, we should prepare in times of abundance. 
“A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the 
simple pass on, and are punished” (Proverbs 22:3).

Resolve Your Differences
Even if a marriage seems ideal, the husband and wife will 

have some differences. That is not a tragedy. The tragedy occurs 
when the differences are not resolved or are resolved inap-
propriately. The disagreements can be small and unimportant 
(brown bread versus white bread) or large and difficult (how 
and when to discipline the children). How can a couple resolve 
differences constructively?
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By speaking

Many people are too carnal to do this. If they get upset, or if the 
spouse does not discipline a child as the other thinks he should, 
they become angry and resentful and do not speak to each other. 
They become silent—a cold, tense, and accusing silence.

It takes humility to speak calmly about disagreements, but 
you cannot resolve them without talking.

With love

Love always considers the other person’s good. Love is not 
selfish, neither does it seek its own. Love considers others’ feelings 
and preferences. Love does not behave inappropriately. Love is not 
envious. Love is patient and ready to sacrifice, even in something 
as small as the kind of bread we eat. Love knows how to say, “I’m 
sorry,” or “You are right; I was wrong in disciplining when I was 
upset.” Love is self-controlled in its speech so it will not injure 
and insult. Love is not irritable, neither does it harbor bitterness.

In peace

We should never attack our spouse:
“You do not know what you are talking about.”
“You’re so stupid.”
“You don’t know how to do anything.”
“You have no idea how to raise children right.”
We should not address problems when we are emotionally 

disturbed or uncontrolled. We should not accuse. Calmness and self-
control contribute greatly to empathetic, successful communication.

Without bias 

We need to be objective, which means considering a subject 
without being influenced by emotion or prejudice. Generally we 
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see things from only one perspective: our own (brown bread is 
much more flavorful and nutritious). This threatens our ability 
to be objective. If we continue with only our perspective, our 
marriage loses its balance. Having our spouse counterbalance 
our opinion is valuable.

If you want to be objective, learn God’s perspective.
Differences, adjustments, and problems either damage a mar-

riage or enrich it. Surely you know that many marriages have 
been shattered and destroyed because of these things. What will 
happen to your marriage?

If God wanted to do so, He could prevent you from facing 
differences, adjustments, and problems. But God wants to 
enrich your marriage. He knows that these challenges develop 
character, happiness, satisfaction, and moral richness. When a 
married couple resolves problems that could separate them, they 
experience precious intimacy.
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Chapter 2

The Husband’s 
Role

God gave man great 
responsibilities. Genesis 

1:27 says that God created 
Adam and Eve in His own 

image. First Corinthians 11:7 gives an added idea. It tells us 
that the man is “the image and glory of God: but the woman 
is the glory of the man.”

So the man is responsible to reflect 
the character of God Himself! How can 
we do such a thing? We can do it with 
God’s help and by modeling His divine 
example as revealed in Scripture.

Three of the man’s primary respon-
sibilities are to love, to lead, and to provide. Notice first God’s 
example, and then some applications for husbands.

To Love
God’s example:
Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy 
time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and 
covered thy nakedness. (Ezekiel 16:8)

The husband’s 
primary 
responsibilities are 
to love, lead, and 
provide.
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Speaking figuratively, God saw the need and the nakedness of 
Jerusalem (His people)—and He spread His skirt over her. He 
did not laugh at her shame. Neither did He take advantage of her 
vulnerability. God treated this “woman” with respect and courtesy.

In what kind of circumstances is your wife shamed? Your 
responsibility as a husband is to cover her shame. One woman 
that I know is embarrassed by her uncontrolled children. Her 
husband should discipline the children and eliminate that shame 
for his wife.

Some women almost cry if dinner flops. The considerate 
husband should express his gratefulness for the food and remind 
her that most of her efforts in the kitchen are successful.

Perhaps your wife feels vulnerable in certain situations. You, 
her husband, need to protect her. If a mouse makes her afraid, 
kill the mouse or scare it away, and then hug your wife. Do not 
say anything to scold or tease her!

How do you respond when someone speaks negatively about 
your wife in your presence? Defend her in a Christian way by 
humbly correcting the other person, or by saying something 
positive about your wife. Do not laugh!

God’s example:
(For the Lord thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake 
thee, neither destroy thee. (Deuteronomy 4:31)

And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee 
unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkind-
ness, and in mercies. (Hosea 2:19)

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous 
in mercy. (Psalm 103:8)
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God is not an irritable God. When we fail, He responds with 
faithfulness, gentleness, and patience. We can be confident that 
He will not leave us.

I have seen many women emotionally shattered by their 
husband’s heartless words and actions! How do you respond if 
your wife buys something on credit that you do not like? What 
if she spends too much time at the neighbor’s house? What if 
she cannot get all the housework done as she would like to?

When God’s wife (His people) fails in similar ways, how 
does He respond?

Respect your wife, even when she has worse faults than these. 
Mirror the faithful, gentle, and patient 
character of God.

God’s example:
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28)

We all become weary with our daily duties and preoccupations. 
Therefore, we find this invitation strongly appealing. God helps 
us with our burdens, giving us rest before we are overcome. God 
does not tell us, “You are big now. Do not give up so easily. Why 
do you want me to help you when I am busy already?”

Many a married man looks at his wife as his helper and does 
not think he has any responsibility to help her. However, part 
of reflecting God’s character is to let our wives rest when they 
are “weary and heavy laden.” Sometimes we do not know when 
our wives have physical work and emotional burdens that are 
more than they can bear. Be alert, husband! When you become 
aware, find ways to alleviate her burden and give her rest.

The Husband’s Role

Respect your wife.
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God’s example:
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently 
lead those that are with young. (Isaiah 40:11) 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. (Psalm 23:2)

A Palestinian shepherd would sometimes carry lambs on his 
shoulders so they could recover their strength. The shepherd was 
careful not to take the flock long distances for a time after the 
ewes gave birth. Since he knew that sheep fear water currents, 
he found places for them to drink where the water was still, yet 
fresh. Our Shepherd considers the special needs of the weak, 
the tired, and the fearful. He never mocks us, neither does He 
ask anything impossible of us.

Some days, your wife is especially weak. Some days, her 
fatigue is more than normal. Certain things that she encounters 
cause her fear. Act like a shepherd.

God’s example:
Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have 
compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me 
now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send 
them away fasting, lest they faint in the way. (Matthew 15:32)

The Lord was concerned about the physical condition of His 
hearers. After three days in the wilderness, they did not have 
anything to eat. Jesus knew that the walk they would have to 
take to find food might be too much for some. However, He did 
not say, “I have spent the last three days helping them spiritu-
ally. Let someone else take care of them physically.” Rather, He 
provided for their needs.
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You should be concerned about your wife’s physical condition. 
What can you do to meet her needs? She is your responsibility. 
She depends on you. If you want her loyalty and appreciation, 
you need to meet her needs as Jesus met the people’s needs in 
Matthew 15.

The verses above reveal the consideration and respect that 
God gives to His people. How would it be if God acted as many 
men do? Then these verses would be true only if Jesus wanted 
to get something from us. His own selfishness would dictate 
His manner of relating to us.

But God is not like that. He is always respectful and con-
siderate. Why? Because that is His character. He is interested 
in the well-being, success, and benefit of His own. We should 
love our wives as He loves us.

So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that 
loveth his wife loveth himself. Nevertheless let every one of 
you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife 
see that she reverence her husband. (Ephesians 5:28, 33)

I suppose that you are considerate of your own body, as I am 
of mine. I have fed it twice today already. I exercised it. I turned 
the fan on so it would be more comfortable. I wear glasses for 
my eyes. Since my body is sore right now, I take some pills to 
alleviate pain. If my body is exhausted, I let it rest. I have a lump 
on my shoulder, and I feel like going to the doctor so he can 
remove it and have it tested—in case it’s cancer.

What a lot of bother for my body. However, it is the only 
one I have!

Ephesians 5 tells me that I should love my wife that way. 
How then should I love her as my own body? Show her total 
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consideration. Last evening, my wife was tired after a day of 
extra work, so I helped her clean the kitchen after we ate. Some 
days, too much noise can affect her nerves—so I help keep the 
children quiet.

The other day, my wife was so dizzy that nothing was appetiz-
ing to her—so I bought her a drink that is supposed to control 
dizziness. Three weeks ago, my wife had a cough that would 

not go away. I insisted that she go 
to the doctor and that she would not 
worry about how we were going to 
pay the bill.

Many married men do not show 
their love in these kinds of ways. 
They do not want to “stoop” to these 
things. They do not want to “spoil” 
their wives. They neglect their wives 
as they never would neglect their 
own bodies.

When your wife has needs, you 
should treat her as you would your 
own body. Naturally, we are inter-
ested in our own body’s well-being.

Husbands, love your wives, 
and be not bitter against them. 
(Colossians 3:19)

If you are still single and reading 
this verse, it might seem strange 
to you. Can a husband be bitter 
toward his wife? Many young men 
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A certain husband had eye 
surgery. To protect his eye 
from dust and wind, he did 
not go to work for several 
weeks. What do you think he 
did when his wife had kidney 
problems? He accused her of 
loafing when she could not 
do her housework!

That is not all. When this 
husband needed to go to the 
doctor, he insisted that his 
wife go early to get in line for 
him. (That particular doctor 
did not operate with appoint-
ments, but rather, first come, 
first serve.) He never wanted 
to go to town alone for his 
appointments with the spe-
cialist. She needed to go 
with him, because he had 
one eye bandaged. However, 
when she asked him if he 
would take her to the doctor, 
when she could hardly walk 
because of her sickness, he 
answered, “You know where 
the doctor is. Go yourself.” 
This husband needs to read 
Ephesians 5:28 and 33 and 
to repent.
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never dream of being bitter toward their girlfriend. Sadly, after 
marriage they find it easier, especially if they have had other 
difficulties that day.

When the husband feels his wife is at fault, how does he 
respond? Perhaps he feels she should be firmer with the children. 
How does he speak to her? Perhaps the husband gets upset with 
his wife because she does not get her work done. How should 
he react?

Neither circumstances nor feelings should influence his 
response. He should show his love for her by giving a tender, 
considerate, and respectful response.

Colossians 3:19 presents bitterness as opposite of love. When 
we are bitter, we do not show courtesy, honor, gentleness, con-
sideration, or respect. According to 1 Corinthians 13, “charity 
suffereth long, and is kind . . . doth not behave itself unseemly 
. . . is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil.”

Often bitterness leads to a wrong use of the tongue. Consider 
Ephesians 4:31: “Let all . . . clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you.”

Words can hurt deeply, and they cannot be erased. The devil 
uses them to injure long after they are spoken. We need a filter 
on our mind and mouth. This filter is called love.

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowl-
edge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, 
and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers 
be not hindered. (1 Peter 3:7)

God places a great responsibility on men! This verse instructs 
us to live with our wives wisely (according to knowledge). Do 
you understand your wife well? Do you know how she thinks, 
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feels, and responds? Do you know her 
preferences and tastes? Do you know her 
fears, pains, and worries?

Maybe you do know her well. Still, to 
live with her “according to knowledge” means more than that. It 
means using that knowledge wisely. If you use that knowledge 
to support her, encourage her, build her up, and protect her, then 
you are living with her “according to knowledge.”

Another part of living with a wife “according to knowledge” 
is honoring her. This means that you will value her highly and 
appreciate her. It also means you will praise her.

Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, 
and he praiseth her. (Proverbs 31:28)

Give your wife the recognition she deserves. I have often 
heard husbands complain about their wives, or criticize and 
make fun of them. The men seem embarrassed to honor and 
praise their wives in front of their friends.

These husbands need to repent. First Peter 3:7 asks you 
to treat your wife delicately and considerately, because she is 
physically more fragile than you are. You must treat your wife 
with the same respect that you give to someone who shares an 
equal inheritance with you. Many husbands, instead of being 
considerate and respectful to their wives, are hard and crude 
with them. Why?

God says that it is important for the husband to treat his wife 
with respect and understanding. He points out that if a husband 
is inconsiderate and insensitive, his prayers can be hindered. 
Who would have imagined that a man’s love for a woman could 
be so complicated, sacrificial, and difficult!

Chapter 2
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Love first

God’s example:
We love him, because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you. (John 15:16)

God’s love always acts first. He did not wait until we took the 
first step toward Him. He loved us and chose us first. He loved 
us sacrificially and unconditionally. He took the initiative. By 
so doing, God gives us the opportunity to respond to His love.

That is the way God wants husbands to love their wives.
Love does not say, “I’ll wait until you love me; then I’ll love 

you.” It does not say, “When I feel like it, I’ll love you.” It does 
not complain, “You mistreated me,” or “You overlooked me, so 
I will not love you.”

No! Love takes the first step; love takes the initiative. Love 
does not set conditions; love is free. If you are a husband, that 
is the way you should love.

When you and your wife disagree, loving words are few, and 
silence descends—who should love first? You, the husband.

When you show your wife love and affection, and she does not 
respond considerately—you need to continue loving her anyhow. 
Your responsibility is to love your wife, regardless of how she 
behaves toward you. That is God’s character, and He has called 
you to reflect that character in your relationship with your wife.

To begin communication and understanding, the husband 
should take the initiative. He should not wait until his wife 
becomes more flexible. He should show concern and affection 
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to her first. He should love her, not for what he can get from her, 
but for what he can contribute to her happiness and satisfaction.

Love with actions

God’s example:
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. (John 3:16)

God could have written a long, eloquent letter telling us how 
much He loves us. He could have spoken from the sky with a soft, 
charming voice, proclaiming the depths of His love for humanity.

Well, God actually has written us a letter—the Bible. But 
this was not enough. Why? Because genuine love does more 
than talk and write. It acts. God loved us to the extent that He 
acted; He sent His Son to the world to redeem us. Your love 
for your wife should produce action too.

Many of us rest in knowing we love our wives. We think that 
is enough. We want them to be satisfied with our declarations of 
love for them, from last year. We have already told them about 
our tender and warm thoughts toward them. Why repeat them?

It is not what we feel but what we do that demonstrates our love.
What did you do today that showed 

your wife that you love her? Regardless 
of how affectionate and romantic your 
words are, they lose their meaning if you 
do not sweeten them with actions. When 

you come home tomorrow, bring your wife a flower. If you see 
that she is burdened with work, fold the laundry. If the table 
is wobbly, fix it. If the baby does not let her get her work done, 
take care of the baby or finish her work yourself.

Chapter 2

What did you 
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demonstrate your 
love for your wife?



143

 Demonstrate your love

God’s example:
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word, That he might present 
it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
(Ephesians 5:25–27)

Christ’s love for us cost Him a tremendous price. He gave 
Himself as a supreme sacrifice to make a worthy bride of us. 
Husbands, “love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25).

What has it cost you to be the husband of your wife? How 
readily do you sacrifice yourself for her? Your love for her should 
not be selfish. One evidence of your love is the depth of your 
commitment to her, and your self-denial for her.

Some men seem to think that they are too good for their 
wives. These men think that their wives are full of mistakes, 
faults, problems, and weaknesses, while they themselves are 
strong, wise, and almost perfect.

These husbands are forgetting something. They are partly 
responsible for their wife’s faults! Read Ephesians 5:25–27 again.

Christ saw us filthy and ruined by sin. He sacrificed Himself 
to sanctify and purify us and make a glorious church of us. He 
wanted to present the church to Himself, but He did not want 
her to be dirty and ruined. So He purified her, taking away every 
stain and wrinkle and imperfection.

If my wife has a trait that I do not appreciate or that does 
not belong in a godly wife, what will it benefit me to blame her? 
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God wants me to do with her what Christ has done with the 
church. He wants me to help resolve her problems through my 
sacrificial love for her.

Unfortunately, some husbands will be overly pleased to fulfill 
this responsibility. They have always had the urge to “straighten 
up” their wives.

This does not mean that husbands should spy on their wives, 
criticizing and gleefully correcting them. The purification must 
rather be done with humility, patience, consideration, and love.

Suppose that the children easily anger your wife. She yells 
at them, hits them unmercifully, and calls them unkind names. 
If you want to purify her as Christ purified the church, do the 
following things.

Make sure that you are a good example.
Show her from the Bible that what she is doing constitutes sin.
Help her to repent of her conduct.
Pray daily with her and for her about this problem.
Together decide on a secret signal that you will use to remind 

her to keep her cool in a difficult situation.
Be prompt with intervening in problems, helping her to 

resolve the situation before it degenerates into a crisis.
If a husband loves his wife sacrificially, he puts his wife’s 

benefit ahead of himself and his own interests.

Love constantly

God’s example:
The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkind-
ness have I drawn thee. (Jeremiah 31:3) 
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Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful 
God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love 
him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations. 
(Deuteronomy 7:9)

God’s love for His people is eternally fixed. God’s love does 
not change with circumstances, neither is it strained by people 
who are “impossible” to love. His love does not fluctuate or 
weaken. Jeremiah wrote that much time had elapsed since God 
had declared His love to Israel, and that God was saying in effect, 
“It is still true! After all this time, I love you as much as ever.”

I know that God will not cease loving me for some fault of 
mine. I also know that He will not stop loving me because He 
feels disgusted with our relationship. He will not stop loving 
me because He doesn’t feel like loving right now. His love is 
eternal and constant.

Do you see how faithful God is? He keeps the covenant 
He has with His people. His love led Him to commit Himself 
to me. He is legally tied to me and will not leave me. He will 
always fulfill His part in our relationship. He will keep His 
covenant with me.

Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the Lord hath been witness 
between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast 
dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of 
thy covenant. (Malachi 2:14)

The word covenant is an important word. Your wife is the 
woman of your covenant. If you violate that covenant (either 
through open unfaithfulness or through cooling of your love), 
God Himself is a witness against you. Your love and your dedi-
cation to her should not waver.
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A husband sometimes continues to live with his wife, but he 
is unfaithful to her. No, he does not have a romantic attraction 
to another woman. He simply does not relate to his wife as he 
should. That husband is not interested in being at home. He 
avoids normal conversations with his wife, and their wedding 
anniversary means little to him. He does not help his wife with 
anything—even when she is sick.

Neglect of this sort is unfaithfulness!
Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacher-
ously against the wife of his youth. (Malachi 2:15)

Be vigilant! If we are not careful, we can become indifferent 
toward our wives. If we are not actively watchful, those attitudes 
and thoughts will lead us to loving our wives inconsistently. Be 
careful about bitterness, resentment, envy, and ungratefulness.

God urges us to maintain this vigilance 
because He knows that unfaithfulness is 
born in the spirit. After it is born, it can 

lead to open unfaithfulness. God hates “putting away.” He hates 
physical, spiritual, and emotional separation between spouses. 
He hates a husband’s rejection of his wife. Why? Because it 
mars the reflection of His perfect character.

Men, never forget that you are the image of God’s glory, 
and there is no trace of unfaithfulness, rejection, or covenant 
violation in Him.

For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting 
away. (Malachi 2:16)

Maybe you find these duties overwhelming. Maybe 
you wonder whether you should have married since your 
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responsibilities are so huge. Maybe you feel discouraged because 
love is not as simple as you had assumed it to be. Maybe you 
think, “It is useless! I could never love like that.”

Friend, you have already committed yourself. You must give 
your marriage your best effort. However, your best effort is 
worthless apart from God, because you can never adequately 
reflect His character without His power. Have you asked God 
for His love?

The husband who loves his wife with God’s love will be 
much better able to give her guidance. He also will enjoy better 
support from her.

To Lead
God’s example:

Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast 
redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy 
habitation. (Exodus 15:13) 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:3)

And the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out. (John 10:3)

What a blessing that God also guides us! One aspect of His 
leadership is His authority. He gives the orders; we follow. That 
is the only way we can experience His direction. If God does 
not have any authority in our lives, He cannot lead us.

In my physical body, my head controls my other members. 
The instructions that guide my whole body originate in my 
head. As my head governs my physical body, so Christ governs 
the spiritual body, the church.
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God’s example:
But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ. 
(1 Corinthians 11:3) 

Which is the head, even Christ. (Ephesians 4:15)

Christ is the head of the church. (Ephesians 5:23)

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence. (Colossians 1:18)

The husband should be the wife’s “head” in the same way 
that Christ is the church’s head. Scripture says,

For the husband is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the church: and he is the saviour 
of the body. (Ephesians 5:23)

But I would have you know, that 
the head of every man is Christ; 
and the head of the woman is the 
man; and the head of Christ is 
God. (1 Corinthians 11:3)

Brother, understand that in 
God’s sight, you and your wife have 
equal value.

There is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
(Galatians 3:28)

However, God has given you dif-
ferent roles because of your created 
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differences, because of the creation order, and because of the 
order of the transgression.

But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over 
the man. . . . For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the 
transgression. (1 Timothy 2:12–14)

God chose the man as the one to lead the family. In what spe-
cific areas does God want the husband to take leadership? Below 
are some examples. No doubt, the Lord will show you more.

Direct the decisions

Many husbands are lazy in this area. Such a husband makes 
few decisions in the marriage or in the family. He does not want 
to decide if the son needs discipline, if the daughter should 
spend the evening with her friends, if the family should move 
to a quieter neighborhood, if the family should get a computer, 
if the wife should teach Sunday school, if the children should 
go to the doctor, if the family should have family devotions, or 
if his wife should get a job.

He does not want to decide if it is okay to buy something 
on payments, if the children should get to church in time for 
Sunday school, or what to do if a child does not want to finish 
school or refuses to support the church. He would prefer that 
his wife take charge.

Don’t be like that! You are the head of your wife and family, 
so you need to make decisions for their good. God designed 
you with the ability to give your family direction. Do not put 
that responsibility on your wife. Blessed is the woman whose 
husband directs the family.
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However, you need to avoid two mistakes in your exercise of 
leadership. First, do not close your mind to your wife’s advice. 
Although the final decision rests with you, you would be fool-
ish to make the decision only according to how you feel. God 
has given you this woman to help you; He has designed her 
especially to be your adviser. Do not bypass her!

Second, do not deny your wife the privilege of making some 
decisions herself. She is mature, and by choosing to marry you, 
she has demonstrated her ability to make good decisions!

Consider the relationship between a boss and his employees. 
All the responsibility rests on the boss, but he does not make 
all the business decisions. If that were the case, why would he 
need any employees?

In Numbers 30:10–16, God gave an example of the limits of 
the wife’s authority. God said that the wife could make a vow, 
but the husband could decide whether he wanted to validate it. 
If the husband did not support her vow, God did not hold the 

wife responsible to fulfill it.
Also remember that your wife is not 

the only person under authority. You too 
are under authority—Christ’s authority 

(1 Corinthians 11:3). Always keep this fact in mind when you 
think about your authority over your wife and children.

Lead responsibly

Some husbands do not want to accept responsibility for their 
wrong decisions. That might be why some men do not want to 
make decisions in the first place.
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Many husbands find it easy to blame their wives or their 

children when their decisions prove disastrous. A husband who 
does not accept responsibility for his decisions is an immature 
and cowardly person. Only the strong can admit, “I made a bad 
decision. It is my fault.”

My friend, when God gave you authority in your marriage 
and home, He also gave you responsibility.

Lead with goals

Many men go through marriage and family life without goals. 
They live haphazardly and expect everything to turn out all right. 
They might cast this in a spiritual light by saying things such as 
“God is faithful. He controls everything. I have faith that every-
thing that happens to me will be for my good, so I will not worry.”

Consider things such as these:
What sort of home environment do you want? What qualities 

do you want to develop in your family? How do you want your 
family to serve God, the church, and the community? What do 
you want your children and your wife to learn? What books do 
you want your family to read? What kind of adults do you want 
your children to be when they grow up?

Look ahead and, with your wife’s help, aim for clear targets.

Direct by helping

Decisions. Goals. Your wife and family need you to exercise 
yourself in these areas, but they need something else too. They 
need your help.

When you have made a decision, you must help carry out 
that decision. After you have made goals for your family and 
your wife, you must help achieve the goals.
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It is like shooting an arrow. Whether the target is close or 
far away, if you do not point the arrow toward the target, the 
arrow will never get there. Point your family in the direction of 
the goals you have outlined for them.

Consider the following examples. I want my daughter to serve 
God in foreign missions, such as by teaching in a Christian school. I 
point her in that direction by showing interest in missions, by giving 
her opportunities to meet people who are already missionaries, and 
by providing literature to encourage her in that.

I also want my daughter to be helpful and ready to work.  I 
try to be a good example in those areas. I read stories to her that 
illustrate those Christian traits. I give her opportunities to work 
with others. I encourage her if she does well in this on her own, 
and reprove her if she does not.

Do everything possible to assure success in your wife and your 
family. Make sure that your help is mixed with much patience 
and humility.

Direct by example

God’s example:
Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. (Matthew 16:24)

And the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. (John 10:4)

leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps. 
(1 Peter 2:21)

We can follow God confidently because He goes before 
us, showing us the way. He is not standing off somewhere, 
angrily shouting His instructions to us or motioning us where 
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we should be going. He shows us how we should do what He 
wants us to do.

Reflect this aspect of godly character to your wife. It is not 
enough for you to give her orders. Direct her with your life! If 
you do not want her to be a gossip, do not be a busybody. If you 
want her to keep the house orderly, keep your things in order. If 
you want her to read the Bible, or be more patient, or tolerate 
pain better, or overcome greed, or keep herself morally pure . . . 
show her by your example how to do these things!

Do not demand from others what you yourself are not will-
ing to do.

To Provide
God’s example:
 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. (Psalm 37:25) 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him? (Matthew 7:11)

God has worked to provide everything we need. He put the 
atmosphere around planet earth so we have air to breathe. He made 
winds to circulate this air. Knowing that we would need water, He 
created the oceans, the seas, the rivers, and the lakes. In addition, 
He buried millions of gallons of water under the earth’s surface.

God also knew that water alone would not be enough to sus-
tain life on the earth, so He put many kinds of essential minerals 
in the earth. He created the plants with special mechanisms 
that convert minerals into a form that we can utilize. God did 
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not make plants and animals only for us to eat; He also made 
many plants and herbs with curative properties.

God worked to provide for us. We 
also should work to provide for ourselves. 

Work is good! God worked and commanded man to occupy 
himself in this as well. The Bible says:

Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work. (Exodus 20:9)

This we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither 
should he eat. (2 Thessalonians 3:10)

And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, 
and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:11)

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. 
(Ecclesiastes 9:10)

God expects the husband to provide for the family’s physical 
needs. Does that mean we should provide the newest, the best, 
the biggest, or the most elegant? Of course not! We like to give 
our family something outstanding, but often that is not possible. 
Nevertheless, how satisfying to give them what they need!

The husband should give his family what they need. If he 
fails, he brings reproach on God and on himself.

But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of 
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an 
infidel. (1 Timothy 5:8)

Provide emotionally

God’s example:
Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation 
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and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish 
you in every good word and work. (2 Thessalonians 2:16–17)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. . . . He restoreth my 
soul. . . . Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me. (Psalm 23:1, 3–4)

I will not lack anything. When life becomes difficult, I do not 
need to wonder where my Shepherd is—I know He is always 
beside me. When I am afraid or discouraged, He is there to 
take my fear away and to encourage me. He does not laugh at 
me, He does not get angry with me, nor does He embarrass me. 
Instead, He will do everything possible to give me exactly what 
my soul needs. God’s goodness moves Him to provide faithfully 
for my emotional needs.

Does your wife enjoy this kind of provision from you? Reflect 
God’s character to her. When she is not feeling upbeat, you 
should be at her side to support and encourage her. When fear 
paralyzes her, you should be there to give her courage and to 
understand. During these times, she does not need you to tell 
her, “Don’t be childish. You get worked up over the smallest 
things. I can’t understand why you are worried about that. Stop 
thinking about that and go to sleep.”

Many women can be physically strong and robust, and their 
husbands think that everything is going well. Inside though, 
they are dying of emotional hunger and thirst. Maybe you 
have provided for her materially. What about emotionally and 
spiritually? Consider what your wife needs.

Communication: Before marriage, almost every young man 
has plenty to talk about with his girlfriend. Nearly anything can 
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spark a good conversation. However, sometimes soon after the 
wedding, that fountain of communication dries up. The husband 
has little to say to his wife and is disgusted at having to listen. 
He would prefer to live his life and not hear about hers. He does 
not have enough time or interest to talk with his wife.

My friend, this is a serious mistake. You should talk often 
with your wife. When you get home after work, ask about her 
day—how the children behaved, who came to visit her, what 
problems she had, and how you can help her solve them. God 
acts that way with His people. “He also will hear their cry, and 
will save them” (Psalm 145:19). If you think that your wife seems 
discouraged, tell her so and show an interest in the details of 
her discouragement.

You also need to share your day’s experiences with her. Tell 
her about your ideas and projects. Ask her for advice about the 
problems you face.

Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of 
understanding will draw it out. (Proverbs 20:5)

Attention: We have discussed the importance of listening to 
your wife. That job belongs to your ears. 
Now we will consider your responsibil-
ity to discern and to pay attention to 
the feeling behind her words. This job 

belongs to your heart and soul. Take an interest in what interests 
her. Learn to feel with her the things that she feels.

Sometimes your wife needs to talk to someone so badly that 
she will talk to you when you are reading, studying your Bible, 
or doing something else that requires concentration. Do not 
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get disgusted and reprove her! Resist the temptation to keep 
doing what you were doing while she is talking to you. You can 
go to God anytime that you need to. Give that same privilege 
to your wife.

From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart 
is overwhelmed. (Psalm 61:2)

Approval: Husbands, God is a God who knows how to praise 
His people. He expresses His satisfaction for His children.

God’s example:
For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom 
the Lord commendeth. (2 Corinthians 10:18)

For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the 
meek with salvation. (Psalm 149:4)

As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God 
rejoice over thee. (Isaiah 62:5)

How faithful are you in communicating to your wife the 
good things you see in her? Husbands, many of us are deficient 
in this area! Pay attention to what you like about your wife and 
tell her. She needs to know that you are pleased with her. Her 
soul is hungry for your acceptance and praise.

Understanding: A big part of providing for your wife’s 
emotional needs is to feel with her and to understand her, as 
God does for us.

God’s example:
I will be with him in trouble. (Psalm 91:15)

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities. (Hebrews 4:15)
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Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows. 
(Isaiah 53:4)

Husband, you are the image and the glory of God. Reflect 
His character. Sympathize with your wife; do not be intolerant 
or emotionally cold toward her. If God is with me in my difficult 
times, my wife should know that I will be with her in similar 
times. Endeavor to enter into her pain; God does that for you.

Sometimes my wife has emotions and reactions that I cannot 
understand. She knows that because I am a man, I will not 
always understand her. She also knows and is satisfied with the 
fact that I am interested in her reactions and feelings and will 
endeavor to understand her.

The majority of the time you will understand your wife. You 
and she are both humans. Your life experiences are similar, so you 
do not have any excuse not to try to understand her. Consider 
your fears, your dreams, and the things you have experienced. 
Then treat her as you want to be treated when you are in similar 
circumstances.

Provide spiritually

Likely, most of us think of this first when we think about 
God’s provision for us. That is understandable since He has 
done so much to give us the spiritual resources we need. Let’s 
look at a few of God’s spiritual provisions.

God’s example:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3)
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God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way 
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue. (2 Peter 1:3)

We have the Lord Jesus Christ; we have the Holy Spirit; and 
we have God’s Word. What more do we need? Nothing! God has 
made sure that we have access to everything we need spiritually.

What about your wife? Yes, she has received the same spiritual 
blessings that you have. But what spiritual provision has she 
received from you? You are her provider, so get to work.

Your wife needs you to protect her spirit. She is your respon-
sibility. She needs you to pray for her. You know, or you should 
know, her spiritual weaknesses and problems. Pray for her spe-
cifically about those areas. You should also pray daily for her in 
her responsibilities of motherhood. She needs much wisdom, 
firmness, patience, and love to care for and discipline the children!

Your wife also needs the reinforcement she gets when you 
pray with her. Her spirit and soul are restored when she hears 
you pray aloud for her needs. She is also restored when you are 
there with her, supporting her in prayer when she is praying. 
If your wife fails spiritually, it may be that you have failed to 
provide what she needs. Do not let her down.

Make sure that your wife is receiving the spiritual food she 
needs. Encourage her to study the Bible. Provide her with good 
books to read, and give her time to do these things! Take her to 
church regularly. When you are there, help her with the children 
so she can concentrate better. At home, read the Bible together 
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in addition to reading it alone. If you see some spiritual weak-
ness or carelessness in your wife, humbly and lovingly point it 
out to her from the Scriptures.

You should also protect your wife spiritually. If you are faithful 
in prayer, in providing spiritual food, and in Biblical correction, 
you are protecting her. You construct a spiritual wall of protec-
tion against trials and temptations before they come, by praying 
with her and encouraging her in the Scriptures. This wall grows 
stronger if you are vigilant against the negative influences of 
the world and of nominal Christianity. Not all religious books, 
magazines, and recordings are good; in fact, some are dangerous.

Watch over your wife and protect her!
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The Wife’s Part

When God created 
Adam, He  made 

a perfect man. Despite his 
perfection, Adam was not 
complete. God expressed His 

opinion of the matter in Genesis 2:18 where He said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help 
meet for him.”

We trust that God does all things well, so we conclude that God 
wanted Adam to lack something. God designed the vacancy inside 
man! Then God designed the solution to the problem— “God . . . 
made . . . a woman, and brought her unto the man” (Genesis 2:22).

God still wants to use the wife to complete her husband.
Wife, God created you for your husband’s good. You are tre-

mendously blessed—through you, God will bless your husband. 
At least that is His design. Proverbs 18:22 says, “Whoso findeth 
a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord.”

The only way to experience happiness is by living according 
to God’s design for you.

Sister, God Himself designed you for this purpose! Man 
needs a “help meet” or suitable helper and companion. That is 
why God created you.
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Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman 
for the man. (1 Corinthians 11:9)

This is the only matrimonial plan that will bring joy, trust, 
peace, and security.

Let us examine four aspects of your created design. God has 
made you the only suitable companion for your husband. You 
will become that as you are supportive, submissive, and loving, 
and you are a keeper at home.

To Be Supportive
Is not the husband stronger than the wife? Yes. However, it 

is God’s will that she support her husband.

At a time of loss

Rebekah supported her husband after the loss of his dear 
mother. You can support your husband when he faces a rela-
tive’s death. We also experience other losses: a friend moves 
away, or your husband lacks work, loses a physical member, is 
betrayed in a friendship or confidence, loses a certain favorite 
kind of work . . .

At a time of failure

We all make mistakes. Sometimes your husband will fail. 
Other times he will feel that something is a failure when it is 

not. When your husband fails or makes 
a mistake, how do you respond? Maybe 
he tried a new kind of work and it was 
not successful. Maybe he overlooked 

you in making an important decision. Maybe he spent some 
money unwisely. Maybe he tried to fix something and made 

Chapter 3

He needs your 
support, not your 
sermon.



163

it worse than before. Now he feels terrible. In these times he 
needs your support, not your sermon.

In difficult times

Sometimes we are troubled not by loss or failure but by gen-
eral difficulties. If you know that your husband is having more 
problems than normal, be especially tender and understanding. 
Do not choose this time to register your complaints, discourage-
ments, and disappointments. Instead, lighten his load.

In times of temptation

You and your husband are one before God. Among many other 
things, this means that you have a certain responsibility to help 
your husband overcome temptation. You know your husband’s 
weak points. When you know that he is facing particularly difficult 
temptations, ask God to give him strength to resist. If you feel that 
he will encounter one of those things, pray for him beforehand.

Do what you can to help him avoid sexual temptation. When 
you know that he will be around non-Christian and seductive 
women, pray for him. I have asked my wife not to mention to 
me the indecent way that some women dress. That draws my 
attention to them. I have also asked her not to leave catalogues 
around that have pictures of scantily clad women.

At a time of responsibility

The more responsibilities your husband has, the more he 
needs your support. Some days, I have so much to do that I 
simply cannot remember everything. I thank God that I have 
a wife who helps me remember my responsibilities. It may not 
seem like such a big thing, but it is always a help to me. When 
she knows that my responsibilities are overwhelming, she tries 
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to lighten my load. She knows that she is important to me, and 
that after the crisis passes, I will give her more attention again.

Emotional support

Isaac’s mother had died, leaving a great void in her son’s life. 
The same God who had taken Isaac’s mother gave him a wife. 
Through her, God consoled Isaac. The Bible says that Isaac “took 
Rebekah, and she became his wife . . . and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death” (Genesis 24:67).

When your husband comes home discouraged after work or a 
trip, do not be quick to pile your load of problems on him. Then 
is the time for you to fulfill your responsibility of supporting 
him. Give him the opportunity to talk about what went wrong. 
Listen patiently and find a way to encourage him. Help him 
to think about the Lord and to find Biblical answers. Verbalize 
your confidence in him and in his abilities.

What about your own emotional needs? Later you will have 
the opportunity to share them with him. By listening to him 
now, you will help open his heart so he can listen to you.

Spiritual support

The husband is the spiritual leader of the home. For that 
reason, the devil targets him for some temptations that the rest 
of the family may not experience. You can support your husband 
in his spiritual battle. Pray daily for him, for yourself, and for 
the children. Be constant in your own submission. Support your 

husband’s discipline of your children to 
prevent them from developing a rebel-
lious spirit. Tell him you will post Bible 
verses on the wall, if he chooses them. Do 
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what you can to facilitate family worship. You should support, 
help, and encourage— but not lead. Do not fall into the trap of 
scolding and complaining.

Physical support

Although the masculine physique is stronger than the femi-
nine, sometimes the husband needs his wife’s help physically.

If your husband is tired or sick, you could do some of his 
household chores. If he is sore, offer him a backrub. If he has 
hurt himself, be his nurse.

To Be Submissive
Today it seems that nobody wants 

to submit to anybody. Instead, every-
body wants freedom and equality. 
Employees want to be equal to their 
employers. Students want to be equal 
to their teachers. Women want to be 
equal to men. Many marriages suffer 
from this problem as well.

Earthly wisdom whispers seduc-
tively to women, “You don’t have to 
let your husband rule. Do what you 
want. If he doesn’t like it, let him 
move on.”  Thus many deceived 
women fall over the cliff of inde-
pendence and rebellion.

 Heavenly wisdom points to the 
safe, high road of submission.

The Wife’s Part

“Danita,” her husband 
Daniel said. “Do you think 
we could buy those six acres 
of land behind our house, 
since we got a good price for 
the cattle?”

“Weren’t we going to 
remodel the kitchen when 
we had the money?”

“Well, I thought of that. 
But it is not just any day that 
we have the opportunity to 
buy land that joins ours for 
such a reasonable price. I 
thought that maybe we can 
wait to redo the kitchen for 
awhile longer, if it is okay 
with you.”

“Well, I would really like 
that updated kitchen, but 
I can wait, if you feel it 
would be better to buy the 
land now.”

“Thank you for under-
standing, dear. If everything 
goes like it should, we should 
be able to begin the remodel-
ing project after harvest.”
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Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. (Ephesians 5:22)

In a world that is abandoning itself to misery and perdition, 
we desperately need women who joyfully submit! Without these 
women, our homes, churches, and cultures disintegrate. Are you 
a submissive woman?

What is submission?
Notice some things that submission is not. It is not a lack 

of importance or value, or a lack of intelligence or wisdom, and 
neither is it slavery.

To learn what womanly submission is, heed the following:

Yield to your husband

When one driver yields to another on the road, he gives defer-
ence to the other. Such a motorist drives his vehicle tranquilly and 
safely because he is not competing with other drivers to be first.

The submissive wife gives priority to her husband’s wishes 
and needs. She delights in putting her husband before herself. 
Her aim is to joyfully conform to her husband’s wishes unless 
that means violating God’s will. For example, if her husband, for 
modesty’s sake, prefers that she wear longer dresses than many 
of her friends do, she does so. That woman has a safe and serene 
life because she is not competing against her husband. Yes, she 
can talk and give her opinion, but she is submissive.

The submissive wife fits into her husband’s life. Like a kite 
in the wind, she lets her husband’s priorities direct her life. She 
follows the instructions, wishes, and ambitions of her husband, 
as well as his delights. If he decides that they should quit buying 
on payments, she says, “No, thanks” to those offers.
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Obey your husband

The Bible says that the wife should submit to her husband as 
the church submits to Christ. It also says that the wife should 
love her husband (Titus 2:4). Love is more than romantic 
feelings and physical expression. In John 14:15, Christ taught 
that the church’s love for Him brings obedience. He said, “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.”

The submissive, loving wife carefully fulfills her husband’s 
instructions. The ideal wife is not satisfied to wait until she is 
told what to do. She tries to discover her husband’s will and 
finds satisfaction in fulfilling it. The woman who acts only when 
her husband gives a directive has not learned submission and 
flexibility well.

Respect your husband

Without respect, the previous three points are hollow and 
meaningless. Ephesians 5:33 says, “And the wife see that she 
reverence her husband.”

A wife shows respect to her husband in the following ways.
1) She notices him. She recognizes the good qualities that he 

has. She knows better than anybody else that he is not perfect, 
but she does not dwell on his faults. She does not wait until her 
husband does something “big” to notice him. She daily dwells on 
her husband’s positive qualities. If he provides for the family, if he 
is tender and compassionate, if he is attentive and patient, if he 
fixes what is broken, if he keeps the lawn mowed—she notices it.

2) She regards him highly. She carries him in her thoughts, 
thinking about him instead of any other man. She does not flirt 
with others. She does not disregard his high value. This man 

The Wife’s Part



168

is not only her husband; he is her intimate friend! She expects 
the best in him and encourages him. She does not compare him 
with other men in a way that reflects negatively on him. She 
does not wound him by noticing that other men may be more 
masculine, more interesting, less overweight, more clever, less 
irritable, or better mechanics. She does not expect him to be a 
superman; she values him for being a normal man.

3) She honors him. The Christian woman does not keep to her-
self the good that she sees in her husband. No! She is delighted to 
express those things. Without flattering, she praises the good she 
sees in him—whether it is his musical ability, his way of working 
with the children, or his being a gentleman when he opens the 
door for others. Maybe your husband has a long way to go. Find 
the areas where he does well and thank him. Do not take him for 
granted; be grateful. Whether much or little, thank him for what 
he provides, for the love he demonstrates, and for the leadership 
he gives.

4) She prefers him. Certainly, you desire and appreciate him 
above everyone else! You seek his company, his counsel, his 
decisions, and his approval. You work for his good and comfort. 
With your eyes and ears, you notice what he does well. In your 
mind, you value him. With your mouth, you honor him for what 
he is. You prefer him with your soul! You thank God for him, 
counting yourself blessed to be his wife.

5) She covers her hair. According to 1 Corinthians 11:2–16, 
the covering on a woman’s head signals her acceptance of the 
headship order that God has established in the home.

The woman should wear this symbol of submission at all times 
because she should accept God’s plan and submit to her husband 
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at all times. The sister who refuses to wear 
a veiling is rejecting the symbol of man’s 
authority and is dishonoring her husband.

In contrast, the wife who wears a cov-
ering honors her husband. Her covering 

declares her intention to yield to him, to adapt to him, to obey 
him, and to respect him.* By doing these things, she also dem-
onstrates what this symbol represents. Her covering should be 
mute testimony of her internal relationship with God and her 
husband. We could say that her covering is a constant reminder 
of what her life should demonstrate.

Understand that this covering refers to something more than 
the hair itself. In 1 Corinthians 11:6, the word also clearly indicates 
that it is talking about something that covers the hair. If the hair 
were the only covering and she would refuse to wear it, how could 
she be “shorn” in addition to refusing to wear her hair?

Understanding why

We have assumed that the reader agrees that the wife should 
submit to her husband. However, not everyone may agree, or 
some may not understand the reason for this rule. Why should 
the wife submit to her husband?

God wants us to obey Him even if we do not understand the 
reason, but you might better appreciate the idea of submission if you 
understood why God decreed it. Consider these two reasons: (1) 
God knows best, and (2) submission brings harmony and happiness.

God knows best. God is sovereign, and He established man’s 
authority over women. In 1 Timothy 2:11–14, He tells us why:

The Wife’s Part

The wife who 
wears a covering 
honors her 
husband.

* Every Christian woman should cover her head. Here I am just referring to the married 
woman, because we are talking to her now.
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Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer 
not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but 
to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was 
in the transgression.

God firmly and clearly affirms His will for the wife—submis-
sion. This is His plan. Wife, you should follow your husband’s 
direction as your body follows your head’s direction (1 Corinthians 
11:3). To resist your husband’s authority is to resist God’s author-
ity (Romans 13:1–2).

God designed your husband to lead and to assume the heavy 
responsibilities that come with leadership; and He designed 
you to be a follower and helper. Without a doubt, the Creator 
knows which role is better suited to the man and which is better 
for the woman. Nobody should dare to argue with the Creator!

Submission brings harmony and happiness. If you understand 
music, you realize that without order you cannot have harmony. 
That is the way it is in home and in marriage—order and sub-

mission greatly contribute to harmony. 
When the wife rejects her husband’s 
authority, she destroys any possibility of 
harmony. Surely you know what happens 
then—personal happiness goes out the 
window too. The wife who refuses her 
husband’s leadership lives a life that is 

more and more miserable and makes her home a battleground.
Wife, you need protection from life’s rough edges and from 

the spiritual attacks of the devil. Life has its rough edges, and 
though submission does not eliminate them, it surely makes 
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them more tolerable. When your children see that you obey your 
husband, they will respect you more. When they are disrespectful 
toward you, your husband will be motivated to defend you and 
to teach your children to respect you more.

If you live under your husband’s authority, you also benefit 
from added defenses against temptation. Rebellion, like witch-
craft, puts us in satanic territory (1 Samuel 15:23). I know a wife 
who cannot overcome depression. This same woman has battled 
for many years with submission to her husband. If she would 
submit to her husband with all her heart, the devil’s attacks 
against her would not be as effective, and she would have more 
success fighting depression.

Every woman wants appreciation, support, and honor from 
her husband. However, many do not experience these things 
because they refuse to live in subjection to their husbands! Few 
husbands demonstrate the above-mentioned qualities to women 
who are independent and insubordinate.

Is your husband an unbeliever? He should know by experi-
ence that a Christian woman is the most submissive woman. 
Submission is your most effective tool to win him to Christ.

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word 
be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold 
your chaste conversation coupled with fear. (1 Peter 3:1–2)

Follow worthy examples

We all learn better if we can see examples. God has given 
examples to illustrate the extent of your submission to your 
husband. Let’s look at two Biblical examples: Sarah in the Old 
Testament, and the church in the New Testament.
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The Example of Sarah. This woman accepted her husband’s 
authority. Several times, she left familiar places, familiar people, 
and familiar circumstances to be with him. At least twice she 
lied (at his request) to protect him. When her husband told her 
to prepare food, she did it despite being busy with other things.

Should you lie as Sarah did if your husband asks it of you? 
No. Never, for any reason, is it right to lie today. Still, Sarah 
stands out as an example of a submissive wife.

For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who 
trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto 
their own husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling 
him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and 
are not afraid with any amazement. (1 Peter 3:5, 6)

The Example of the Church. The church joyfully submits to 
Christ. Without complaining, she submits her will to His. She 
desires Christ’s will so much that she is willing to lay aside her 
own desires. She joyfully accepts Christ’s complete lordship. 
Some verses that show this are John 14:14, 21; 15:14; 1 John 
5:3; Luke 14:33; 18:28; and Philippians 3:7.

Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives 
be to their own husbands in every thing. (Ephesians 5:24)

Your submission to your husband reveals the level of your trust in 
the Lord, your obedience to Him, and your love for Him. The more 
submissive you are to your husband, the more evident your love, 
trust, and obedience. Christ asks you to submit to your husband. If 
you love the Lord, you will obey Him unconditionally in everything. 
If you trust His wisdom and omniscience, you will unreservedly 
give yourself to your husband’s lordship. It is impossible for you to 
trust and obey God if you are unwilling to submit to your husband.
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If the Lord would like coffee every day when He gets home 
from work, would you have it ready? If Christ would ask for a 
foot treatment, would you give Him one? The Bible says that 
the wives should “submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as unto the Lord” (Ephesians 5:22).

Delight yourself in serving your husband; that is one way 
that you can serve the Lord.

To Love
We learned that one way the husband expresses his love is by 

sacrifice. We also learned that submission better expresses the 
wife’s love. Now, you are ready to learn other ways to express 
your love to your husband.

Consideration

Do not complain about your husband’s parents—even if they 
seem to be nosy. Do not be bossy or short-tempered. You can 
give your husband ideas and suggestions, but do not badger him! 
Do not criticize him in front of the children, his relatives, his 
friends—or anybody. Do not accuse him of anything.

Thank him for what he does for you and the family. Keep 
the children quiet when he is taking a nap.

Attention

Be interested in your husband’s work—ask him about his 
day’s activities. But don’t make it sound like a criminal investiga-
tion! If he thinks that you are interested in gossip and suspicions, 
he will resent your questions. When he tells you something, 
pay attention. Do not be like a fence post, but contribute to 
the conversation.
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Find out what he likes—and serve him that way. I have some 
favorite foods, so occasionally my wife makes them for me 
without my suggesting it. You can find out what your husband 
especially likes by asking him, or by observing his reaction to 
certain things or activities.

Trust

Do not be quick to accuse your husband of adulterous think-
ing. Give him time to spend with his friends. Express your 
confidence in his loyalty to you.

Let your husband lead in your home. Maybe you think that 
he is not a good leader, but you will not help him if you assume 
the responsibility that belongs to him. Support him all you can, 
since God has installed him as the leader in your home.

Patience

Accept your husband’s failures. Do not be one who often 
criticizes. Forgive him. Recognize that he needs to learn and 
that part of this learning is failing.

To Be a Homemaker
When the weather becomes harsh, the house we occupy pro-

vides us refuge. Within its walls, we are peaceful and protected.
That is the way your home should be, both emotionally and 

spiritually. The world is difficult and hostile. It threatens your 
family on every side. In your home, your children can find refuge 
if you build your home wisely.

Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh 
it down with her hands. (Proverbs 14:1)

Chapter 3



175

The home that functions well provides security, acceptance, 
understanding, stability, and love to every member of the 
family—father, mother, and children. The wife who fulfills God’s 
plan for her builds her home. Do not build with your own ability; 
depend on the Master Carpenter. “Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it” (Psalm 127:1).

The virtuous woman fills a basic role in family life. The hus-
band is the leader, but he is incapable of building a home alone. 

The wise husband depends on his wife 
to establish an orderly atmosphere of 
beauty, cleanliness, and care. Wife, you 
have an important position!

The aged women likewise . . . That they may teach the young 
women . . . To love their husbands, to love their children, to be 
discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own 
husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. (Titus 2:3–5)

The role of a keeper at home is one of the most exhausting 
jobs on this earth. What does being a keeper at home mean? The 
homemaker’s most obvious responsibilities are in the domestic 
routine. The virtuous wife cooks, bakes, washes dishes, cleans 
house, washes clothes, irons, mends, waters the plants, tends the 
pets, and goes shopping—and that is just the beginning of the list!

The wife also has responsibilities that can interrupt her at 
a moment’s notice. She often has to react quickly to deal with 
problems. She needs to watch the children, mediate disputes, 
change diapers, prepare coffee, bandage a bleeding hand, and 
chase the dog out of the flower bed.

In all her responsibilities, the wife adapts to different roles. She 
must be a manager, nurse, counselor, teacher, and social worker.
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Manager

The husband of a good wife can fully trust her to steward 
wisely the family’s material resources. She is financially frugal, 
investing money and resources wisely (Proverbs 31:24). She 
makes good use of what she has. She tries to avoid spending 
money she does not have (buying on credit).

Nurse

When the husband has a toothache, the little girl has a bloody 
nose, the baby has a fever, or the boy scrapes his arm . . . the 
mother comes to the rescue. Besides treating these conditions, 
she knows how to prevent them with cleanliness, personal 
hygiene, and a nutritious diet. She insists that the children wash 
their hands after using the bathroom; and when the children 
get dirty, she makes them wash.

Counselor

Fights, problems, opportunities, and decisions—the family 
comes to mom for advice. Many wives influence their children 
to take the wrong path. Do not be one of those.

The mother’s ears are always listening, and her heart never 
stops feeling other people’s pain. Encourage your husband after 
he has had a tough day, comfort your children when they experi-
ence personal tragedy, and rejoice in other people’s victories. In 
order for a mother to fulfill this role, she must faithfully read 
and study the Bible.

Teacher

The wife looks out for her children’s educational advancement. 
Before they go to school, she teaches them personal cleanliness 
and neatness. When they have homework, she makes sure that 
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they do it on time. If they have problems with schoolwork, she 
tutors them. She tries to make sure that they are not exposed 
to false teaching and immorality in the classroom. If they learn 
something in school that they should not, she supports her 
husband in correcting what they have learned.

Social worker

The wife makes time to help others even though she is busy 
with her work. Despite her own needs, she notices others’ needs 
and works hard to meet them. Although she might be poor, she 
finds ways to help those who have less than she does.

Satan tries to take advantage of times of financial hardship 
to prevent the mother from being a homemaker. Do not let that 
sly enemy get you out of your home. When times like that come, 
decide with your husband what your priorities should be. Will 
you live with less, or will you leave your children?

But if the mother works outside the home, where will the 
children be? Will they be at school, on the streets, with neighbors, 
or with grandparents? Will they find the stability they need? No! 
Unless it is an extreme case in which the husband is disabled or 
absent, stay at home, helping your family to live with less. If the 
problem is a husband who is not doing his part, ask advice.

This does not mean that you cannot help provide some 
income for the family. The virtuous wife finds ways to help her 
husband financially—at home (Proverbs 31:22, 24). Wife, do 

not get a job away from home. If your 
husband encourages you to get a job, 
investigate the possibility of doing some 
type of work at home.

The Wife’s Part
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Last summer my wife baked bread and sold it one day a week. 
We used that money to buy basic groceries, material for curtains, 
and a pair of shoes for our youngest child. Another sister cuts 
flowers close to her house to sell to people in town. Others make 
crafts, sew dresses, or bake pies. However, be careful about doing 
any work that keeps you from your family responsibilities!

Think about small trees. They are flimsy and weak! Strong 
wind or heavy rain can plaster them to the ground. But with a 
rod beside it, a small tree will have the support and protection 
it needs until it develops its own strength and maturity. Do 
you see the parallel? Your children are small trees; you need to 
sustain and protect them. Without you, they topple!

Thank God for faithful mothers who provide the stable home 
environment that their families need.

To Follow God When the Husband Does Not
If your husband does not follow the Lord, you should still 

do as the Scriptures say. Only when he asks you to disobey the 
Lord will you need to disobey him.

If this is the first marriage for you and your husband, God 
supports and approves of it. Your marriage is holy and legitimate. 
God’s blessing rests on your marriage. God can fill your marriage 
with happiness, success, peace, and fulfillment.

You are your husband’s Eve. Live for his benefit. Aim to do 
everything you can to help him, to improve his life, to fit into 
his plans—even though they might be selfish, because he is not 
a believer. Then you can be a channel of God’s blessing to him.
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If you ask Him, God will make it a pleasure to serve your hus-
band. You will find many ways to please and satisfy him.

You can give yourself unreservedly to your husband. He 
should know that only Christ and His church are more impor-
tant to you than he is. He should see that although you follow 

Christ, you are not independent of your 
husband. Share with him your dreams 
and fears, and your goals for the family. 
This will allow him to exercise his role 
as your head, protector, helper, and lover. 

The fact that he is not a believer does not make your marital 
relations with him impure.

God has designed you to help Him fulfill His plan for your 
unbelieving husband. You can work in concert with God! He seeks 
your husband’s salvation and wants you to help accomplish it.

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, 
if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be 
won by the conversation of the wives; while they behold your 
chaste conversation coupled with fear. (1 Peter 3:1, 2)

Instead of becoming paralyzed with sadness and fear, you 
should be energized in the Lord by the seriousness of your calling.

Give yourself wholly to the task that God has given you. He 
understands that you cannot perfectly perform the duties of a 
wife, especially if you do not have your husband’s support. But 
this does not minimize what God expects from you. Why not? 
Because God is beside you, ready to give you the strength you 
need to do what you should.

The Wife’s Part
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Chapter 4

The Blessings 
of Marriage

Having studied the chap-
ters before this one, you 

might feel like responding as 
some of Jesus’ disciples did in 

Matthew 19:10: “If the case of the man be so with his wife, it 
is not good to marry.”

Husbands and wives have many adjustments, problems, dis-
appointments, and obligations! Why would one want to marry?

As with any other area of life, blessings always come with 
responsibility. With every privilege is an obligation. Nothing is 
completely free. Therefore, do not be afraid of the demands of 
marriage, because marriage also brings ample blessings.

Let us examine five blessings that God has for spouses. Some 
are for any married couple, and others are exclusively for Christians.

Blessing One: Purpose
Those who marry have new purposes. They experience great 

blessings by giving themselves to the 
pursuit of these purposes.Life without 

purpose is bland.
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One new purpose for spouses is to please the other. This is 
clear from 1 Corinthians 7:33–34.

He that is married careth for the things that are of the world, 
how he may please his wife. . . . She that is married careth for 
the things of the world, how she may please her husband.

Before I got married, I considered it a tremendous privilege 
to make my girlfriend happy! Why? Because I loved her. Now 
that we are married, I have many more opportunities to please 
her. What a blessing!

Another new purpose for spouses is to love. It is not that you 
do not love anybody else now, but that you should never have 
any other human love that compares to the love between you 
and your spouse. Now you can give your love to one particular 
person. You do not need to seek that special love anywhere else; 
you can give yourself wholly to this love. What an opportunity!

If you are a man, you have the new purpose of providing for 
your wife and children. Giving them what they need is a great 
privilege and satisfaction. Many men do not have the where-
withal to provide for their families. Knowing that your family 
depends on you and that you will do everything possible not to 
fail them can bring you great blessing.

If you are a woman, you have the purpose of being a home-
maker. What a blessing you experience as you give your husband 
and children an orderly home, clean clothes, and good food! You 
joyfully make Proverbs 31:11–12 your experience:

The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he 
shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil 
all the days of her life.

Chapter 4
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Blessing Two: Satisfaction
Being married to the woman that I most love is a great 

blessing. I am not alone anymore. For me, Genesis 2:18 has 
been fulfilled. “And the Lord God said, It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.”  
“Meet,” as used in this verse, means “suitable.”

I have my help “suitable for me,” and I am completely satis-
fied with her. According to what she says, she thinks the same 
about me. God has given us to each other so that we have 
someone with whom we can share our thoughts and feelings. 
Every couple should find companionship, friendship, trust, and 
understanding in each other.

My wife and I complete each other, and we complement 
each other well. Some of my weaknesses are strong points for 
her, and vice versa. Most marriages are that way. With the help 
of the other, the weaknesses of each one turn into strengths.

God uses spouses to further His work in us, which makes 
God and the couple satisfied with the marriage. God wants the 
wife to be “a crown to her husband” (Proverbs 12:4).

He also wants the husband to help the wife to grow person-
ally (Ephesians 5:25–28). God wants us to get along well with 
our spouse, so we can find the help and unity we need.

Blessing Three: Children
Many couples consider children a bother. They do not want 

the stress and responsibility of children. They try anything to 
avoid pregnancy. If conception occurs, they resort to murder 
(abortion). This attitude toward children is an abomination, 
because it runs contrary to the thoughts and will of God!

The Blessings of Marriage
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If God’s ideas were in line with popular opinion, He would 
not have said what He did in Genesis 1:28: “Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it.”

Children are important to God. 
Jesus was indignant when the dis-
ciples reproved those who brought 
children to Him. He said,

Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God. 
(Mark 10:14)

God values children. Note the 
certainty of Psalm 128:3–4.

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful 
vine by the sides of thine house: 
thy children like olive plants 
round about thy table. Behold, 
that thus shall the man be blessed 
that feareth the Lord.

Instead of a curse, children are 
a blessing from God Himself! In 
Psalm 127, children are named a 
“heritage of the Lord.”

Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord: and the fruit of the womb 
is his reward. As arrows are in 
the hand of a mighty man; so are 
children of the youth. Happy is 
the man that hath his quiver full 
of them. (Psalm 127:3–5)

Robert and Mary mar-
ried young. Throughout 
twenty years, God gave 
them eight children. They 
received their children as 
gifts from the Lord. They 
fed them, gave them shel-
ter, and taught them in the 
Lord’s ways.

Now, many years later, 
Mary is a widow. However, 
she doesn’t have any wor-
ries. She lives with her son 
John’s family. The other 
children occasionally come 
to visit her. They all help to 
support her.

Mary prays much for her 
neighbor, Ramona, who is 
also a widow. However, 
Ramona does not live with 
her son. She lives in a nurs-
ing home. She waits and 
waits for visitors.

Nobody comes. She 
does not have children 
who come visit her. Why? 
Because Ramona and her 
husband didn’t have time 
for more than one child. 
They were absorbed with 
their studies, then later 
with their work. Now, her 
one son does not have time 
for Ramona. He is a busi-
nessman in a distant city.

Chapter 4
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Besides the blessings of procreation, God gives us the privi-
lege of contributing to the development of every aspect of our 
children’s being—body, soul, and spirit. We have the responsibil-
ity to teach them. Christian parents have the challenge to leave 
a legacy of godliness.

In our children, we experience the blessing of far-reaching 
influence. What I teach my children will probably be what they 
teach to their children—and to their friends. My strengths and 
weaknesses are passed from one generation to the next. My 
habits and preferences can easily become the habits and pref-
erences of my grandchildren—and the great-grandchildren of 
my grandchildren. The Bible refers to this many times, such as 
in the following passages.

Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told 
us. We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the 
generation to come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, 
and his wonderful works that he hath done. For he established 
a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he 
commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to 
their children: That the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which should be born; who should arise and 
declare them to their children: that they might set their hope in 
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his command-
ments. (Psalm78:3–7)

One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall 
declare thy mighty acts. (Psalm 145:4)

Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their chil-
dren, and their children another generation. (Joel 1:3)

Not every couple is granted the blessing of children. This 
does not mean that their marriage cannot be good, happy, and 
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fulfilling. Although God decides not to give them children, their 
marriage is as complete in His eyes as if they did have children.

Blessing Four: Service
God has given all of us various opportunities to serve Him. 

We can serve God, serve the family, and serve the community. 
Married couples have the blessing of serving together.

In the New Testament, we have the example of Aquila and 
Priscilla. The Bible does not tell us much about them, but what 
it does tell is remarkable.

And [Apollos] began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom 
when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. (Acts 18:26)

Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 16:3)

Husband and wife can go visiting together. They counsel 
together. A wife will never stand with her husband behind the 
pulpit so they can preach together. However, she can contribute 
to his messages with her ideas, her feminine perspective, and 
her mental concordance (helping to locate a certain verse at 
the last minute).

Some couples work together distrib-
uting tracts. One wife I know helped 
her husband build a small house for a 
needy widow.

By working together for others’ good, the couple enjoys the 
blessing of having helped someone else. What a blessing when 
we see the fruit of our efforts: satisfied couples, contented fami-
lies, and persons who want to follow the Lord.

Chapter 4
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Blessing Five: Protection
We see our loving God’s wise provision in the blessing of 

moral protection in marriage. Having created us with sexual 
instincts, urges, and desires, He did not leave us to burn in 

lasciviousness and lust. God has given 
us a healthy, legitimate environment 
for expressing those desires—marriage. 
Through marriage, God can protect us 
from immorality.

Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own 
wife, and let every woman have her own husband. Defraud ye 
not one the other . . . that Satan tempt you not for your incon-
tinency. (1 Corinthians 7:2, 5)

I say therefore to the unmarried and widows . . . if they cannot 
contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn. 
(1 Corinthians 7:8–9)

This is not to say that singles cannot live pure lives. God 
gives Christian singles the power to overcome any temptation. 
But to the married, God gives an added protection. If you are 
married, enjoy that protection.

God gives men the ability to make decisions based on intellect 
more than on emotions. Men and women often use different 
processes to arrive at decisions. Men tend to lean upon reason-
ing, while women tend to give more weight to intuition. God 
has designed us to bring balance to our spouses. God wants to 
use this to protect us from unwise decisions.

In marriage, God blesses the couple with another kind of 
protection. God helps the couple protect each other from 
depression, grief, resentment, and bitterness. These things 
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188

are much easier to work through with our spouse’s support 
and encouragement.

The couples who follow God’s plan for marriage are intimate 
friends. They face life together, resolving their problems and 
supporting each other. What a blessing!
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Introduction

Many people today are in the race for riches. They try to 
impress their neighbors. They search for ease and pleasure. Yet 
one by one they reach the end of life, discouraged, embittered, 
and lonely. By carefully limiting their children to one or two, by 
placing them in daycare so they do not interfere with their plea-
sure or career, and by salving their guilt by granting the child’s 
every wish, these parents miss their chance at true fulfillment.

If you are reading this book while young, you have the oppor-
tunity to relate correctly to your children—if God blesses you 
with such. Study this course. Walk onward in God’s ways and 
gain His blessing. Do you want to have an influence for the next 
thousand years, if Christ tarries? Train your children! Take the 
action that will maintain your influence through many genera-
tions and even into eternity.
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Chapter 1

The Role of 
Parents

Welcome to this study of 
child training in the 

Christian home! God planned 
the Christian home, and He 

builds it. His plan for managing the home is marvelous. As we 
follow His plan, we can expect a happy Christian home.

In this chapter we discuss the role of 
Christian parents. We note some Biblical 
bases for establishing a home blessed by 

God. If the home is already established, we want to see whether 
we have implemented the Biblical principles that will help the 
home to succeed. When parents follow God’s Master Plan for 
their homes, they receive rich blessings today and in eternity.

Leaving Father and Mother
God had presented Adam with a helper, and he was happy. 

Adam even composed a poem:
This is now bone of my bones,
 And flesh of my flesh:
She shall be called Woman,
 Because she was taken out of Man. (Genesis 2:23)

God established 
the first home.
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Adam and Eve did not need to leave father and mother—they 
had no parents. Neither did they have the problems that come 
when the couple does not leave father and mother. Adam never 

went to his mother complaining about 
Eve’s faults. Eve never broke down in 
tears in her mother’s kitchen because of 
Adam’s brusqueness. Since Adam and 

Eve had no parents, it is clear that the advice to leave father 
and mother was not written for their sakes. That counsel is for 
us. The omniscient God knows that man needs this instruction: 

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. (Genesis 2:24)

In this verse we see the word “leave.”  What does it mean? 
The Hebrew word from which “leave” is translated has this defi-
nition: “to loosen; relinquish; permit.” The man who wishes to 
marry needs to loosen the hand that holds to his mother’s skirt. 
He must relinquish all ideas of going to his parents behind his 
wife’s back. He must give himself completely to his wife and 
permit a new relationship with her to flourish.

The parents also must leave. They loosen their son to walk on his 
own. They relinquish their right to daily control of their son’s life. 
They permit him to choose the path he deems best, though they 
continue to be available to give advice when the couple asks for it.

The failure to “leave and to cleave” brings problems to many 
homes. It is extremely important to think clearly about this 
Biblical concept.

The man must 
establish the 
foundations of 
the home.
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A Great Responsibility
In the previous section we looked at the word “leave.” Now 

let us consider another word in Genesis 2:24—the word “man.”
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

It does not say “boy”; it does not even say “youth.” It says that 
the one who gets married is a man.

It was God who chose to use the word “man.” He knew that 
it is a great responsibility for two to unite in matrimony and 
to form a new home. It is not a job for a mere youth. It is the 
work of a man—mature, resolute, and patient.

This man must establish the foundations of the home. In the 
first years of marriage, he must declare,

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15)

With his wife and the help of God who joined them, they 
will form a home where God can reign.

Establishing Biblical Goals
Husband, you must set Biblical goals for your family. But 

how will you know what goals to set?
By studying the Bible. The Bible gives many commandments 

for families, as well as examples of homes that God blessed for 
their right actions. It also tells stories of homes that rejected 
godly goals . . . and reaped the consequences.

Besides gaining help from your personal Bible study, you can 
gain help in child training from godly brethren in the church.
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However, perhaps the biggest problem with goals is not in 
knowing what goals to set. Our families need the firm resolve to 
follow Joshua in his declaration when he said,

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

If every father in your church had this as his motto, the same 
Lord would help him know how to guide his home. He would 
help each father to firmly establish Biblical goals.

Some fundamental goals

Every home is different. Every home will have its own goals, 
which may be different from those in another home. Still, there 
are some goals that every Christian family should have. Here 
are some of them.

 1. God will have first place in our family. Let your voice ring 
out with the voice of Joshua: “As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” If you follow that goal, the success of 
your home is ensured. In the home where God has first 
place, the family unites daily to worship God. On the first 
day of the week, the family goes to church. 

 2. We will serve others. Jesus said that He came “not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister” (Matthew 20:28). As 
followers of Jesus, we go beyond what comes naturally to 
us. As Christians in a Christian home, we want to serve 
others. We gladly give ourselves for the good of neighbors 
and for the brethren in the church.

 3. We will value children. Psalm 127:3 says, “Lo, children are 
an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is 
his reward.” This heritage is the most precious thing that 

Chapter 1



197The Role of Parents

you will ever receive in this world. You must value those 
precious children highly, you must care for them, and 
you must guide them toward the One who gave them to 
you. And if God chooses not to give you this heritage, be 
willing to value other people’s children. Perhaps God will 
provide children for you to adopt.

These goals are Biblical and basic for all Christian homes. 
One goal supports the others.

Surely you will have some additional goals. But be sure you 
do not focus so much on secondary goals that you neglect the 
most important ones.

Seeking right counsel

The brethren in a Biblical church are a mine of rich counsel 
to help give your home a good start. Older brethren with suc-
cessful homes have much experience that could aid your family. 
The leaders of the church watch for your soul. Surely on the day 
of your wedding they gave you some counsel. Do you remember 
that? Have you followed their advice?

Also remember to seek counsel from your parents. They know 
you better than others do. They know your weak points. Do 
not be afraid of them. They traveled the same unknown paths 
themselves at one time.

When you get advice from your parents, go as a couple. Many 
marital conflicts arise from the jealousy that comes when one 
spouse gets advice from his or her own parents. The one left out 
feels betrayed and starts to question the love of his spouse. He 
thinks, “She is rejecting me.” She thinks, “He no longer loves me.” 
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Be very careful not to let Satan damage your home because you 
are going alone to get advice from your own parents.

There is another danger to avoid. Some people pretend to be 
getting counsel when in fact they are looking for support. They 
want confirmation that they are right.

Rejecting wrong counsel

In the previous section we discussed getting counsel from 
people who believe in God and His Word. But sometimes 
neighbors or relatives will give advice without being asked for 
it. Be careful! This advice can contradict what the Bible says. It 
may be worldly counsel—even diabolical. These counselors do 
not support you when you want to correct your children. They 
say, “He is too young; do not discipline him.”

This kind of counsel does not comply with Biblical teaching. 
Dear reader, you must choose whose counsel you will heed. On 
the one side are the Bible and the brethren in the church who 
love you very much. They seek your good and the good of your 
family. On the other side is the world with its “experts” who 
reject Biblical principles. Surrounding those advisers are their 
children and grandchildren—proud and rebellious, ever learning, 
but never coming to the knowledge of the truth. Brother, you 
must choose. What kind of family do you want?

Father, Grasp the Reins
In bygone years, a family going from one place to another 

would often travel in a horse-drawn wagon or buggy. The person 
driving the vehicle used reins to control the horse. If the horse 
was well trained, the driver could steer to the right by pulling 
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on the right rein and steer to the left by pulling on the left rein. 
Pulling the reins back would stop the horse, while releasing the 
pressure on the reins allowed the horse to speed up.

Driving a horse was not a job for a 
novice. It took experience, firmness, and 
confidence to correctly control the horse.

The responsible Christian father will 
take firm hold of the reins and direct his family in the paths of 
righteousness. Like the driver in the example above, the father 
stays firmly in control. He is responsible to direct the family in 
the paths of righteousness.

Accepting responsibility

In the Dominican Republic, where I live, people like to be 
appointed to a government job. They enjoy getting a monthly 
salary. They enjoy the recognition they get from the position. 
But not many of them faithfully fulfill the obligations of their 
position. They do not want to accept the responsibility.

You, Father, have received an appointment that carries with 
it a great responsibility. God has assigned you to be the leader of 
your home, and it is your responsibility to take a firm hold on the 
reins. You will need to give an account to God one day for the 
way you direct your home. Do not take your responsibility lightly.

As time goes on and your family grows, you may feel over-
whelmed with your responsibility. Many decisions confront you. 
Besides the weight of being a good spiritual leader, you will feel 
financial pressures and other pressures too. At those times, it 
is good to remember that the One who appointed you to this 
responsibility is also a Father. He has promised not to forsake you.

Your family 
should be your 
best friends.
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And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for 
thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. (Psalm 9:10)

The damage of delinquent dads

These fathers are all around—everywhere except at home.
The last century has brought a tremendous breakdown in the 

family. No longer is it common for a family to sit down for a 
meal together. Instead, parents and children eat at separate times, 
whenever it suits their schedules. Fathers work outside the home. 
Mothers work outside the home. Small children go to daycare. 
Older children go to school and then to sports events or to hang 
out with friends. Home tends to be a lonely place. This should 
not be said of a Christian home.

Perhaps the most damaging absence is that of the father. 
He may be successful in his career. He may be well known and 
respected by many people, but he spends little time at home. 
This father’s own children hardly know him. In his drive for 
success in life, he loses his children. Worse yet, his absence from 
home may break up his marriage so that he also loses his wife.

Even good things may be pursued at the expense of the family. 
Ministers can look after the work of the church but neglect their 
wives and children. Evangelists can crisscross the country while 
their sons grow up without them. God forbid!

Abraham was not an absentee dad. When the Lord came for a 
visit, He found Abraham at the door of his tent. God was able to 
reveal to Abraham what He planned to do with Sodom because 
Abraham was where he belonged . . .  at home with his family.

But when the angels entered Sodom, there was Lot at the gate 
of the city . . .  surrounded by the perverse men of that wicked city.
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Throughout history, we can note the tremendous differ-
ence between the family of Abraham and the family of Lot. 
Abraham’s family became the people of God. Lot’s family 
became enemies of God’s people.

Father, if you would take hold of the reins in your home, 
you must be there! Let the absentee dads follow their worldly 
pursuits. It is better to be known by your family than to be 
known by the world.

Firm leadership

No normal animal is born with two heads. No nation is ruled 
by two presidents. And no home can have two heads.

On the other hand, no normal animal is born without a 
head. No nation can function without a leader. Undoubtedly, 
such a nation would descend into anarchy. No home can last 
long without a head. Such a home will fall into Satan’s clutches.

Father, God has called you to be the leader of your home. No 
one else can take your place. Take up the calling that God has 
assigned to you. He will give you strength to fulfill it.

You must guide your family in “paths of righteousness.” You 
must provide materially. You must maintain order in your home. 
And when others want to influence your home in a wrong direc-
tion, you need to reject that distraction, grasp the reins firmly, 
and steer your family in the right path. Your eye is on the goal, 
and your heart is resolved to reach it.

Gentle leadership

Father, you must be firm . . . but never should you be a dicta-
tor. At your side God has placed a helper—one who can supply 
what you lack.
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The Bible calls this helper a “weaker vessel.” Her body 
cannot handle the hard physical work that a man can do. The 
Christian husband recognizes this. He does the hard work for 
her. He provides money for the groceries and the clothes and 
the house so that she does not have to get a job. He makes sure 
the domestic needs of the family are met before he buys things 
“for himself.” He does not demand a high level of performance 
from her, whether it is working hard on the farm or entertaining 
guests beyond what she can manage.

The emotions of a woman are weaker than those of a man. 
She is quicker to cry and suffer emotional harm than a man. 
Any offense brings pain deep to her heart.

Like a fragile vase, your wife is both beautiful and useful . . . 
but you must care well for her. Husband, take time to talk 
with your wife alone to relieve any problem that is troubling 
her. When you come home in the evening, you should ask her 
whether any disciplinary problems are still pending with the 
children. If there are, resolve them. It is part of your duty as a 
leader. It is part of caring for your “weaker vessel.”

“Heirs together of the grace of life”

We have noted that the wife is the helper for her husband. 
She is a weaker vessel who deserves special care. She also receives, 
with her husband, the grace of life given by Jesus Christ.

There are sad cases in which the couple is not united in the 
Christian life. Often the wife serves the Lord faithfully, but the 
husband does not support her. This increases the load borne by 
the woman. In these cases she is obligated to take the reins in 
spiritual matters in the home. She must give decisive leadership 

Chapter 1



203The Role of Parents

to the children so that they are not lost. Yet by her chaste and 
respectful conduct, she continually seeks to win her husband 
for the kingdom of God.

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word 
be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold 
your chaste conversation coupled with fear. (1 Peter 3:1–2)

In God’s plan for the Christian home, both husband and 
wife are united in their commitment to Christ and in their 
desire to serve Him. In that way they are “heirs together” of 
the grace of God.

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowl-
edge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, 
and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers 
be not hindered. (1 Peter 3:7)

What a beautiful picture! One man and one woman, both 
children of God, united according to His master plan. The man 
leads. The woman supports him. Both of them have equal access 
to the Father. Together they kneel before God to seek His direc-
tion. Their heavenly Father spreads His mantle of grace over them 
and over their family. With that protection, no difficulties that 
come their way will mar the peace and harmony of their home.

The Wife
The Bible teaches submission. But many women today want 

nothing to do with submission. Women’s associations promote 
the idea that a woman has the same rights as a man. Magazines 
portray women with careers as lawyers, doctors, and even airline 
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pilots. It is considered quite antiquated to speak of a woman 
staying at home or submitting to her husband.

But these modern trends have taken many homes to the brink 
of disaster. The order established by God cannot successfully be 
tampered with. The only way to enjoy success is to explicitly follow 
God’s plan for the woman’s role in the home.

The role of the woman has been established since Creation. 
God created the man first. Later He presented to the man the 
woman that He had taken out of the man. When that first 
couple fell into sin, God told the woman,

He [the husband] shall rule over thee. (Genesis 3:16)

In 1 Peter 3:5–6, God emphasizes the importance of the 
woman submitting to her husband.

The holy women also . . .  trusted in God . . . being in subjection 
unto their own husbands: even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling 
him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are 
not afraid with any amazement.

God calls the woman “holy” who submits to her husband. 
By so doing, the woman also submits to God.

In this passage, God says that Sara was submissive and that 
she obeyed Abraham. She reverenced him so much that she 
called him “lord.” In Sara’s eyes, the most important man in 
the world was her husband—her lord—Abraham. The way she 
talked about Abraham and the way she obeyed him showed 
how much she respected her husband.

The submissive wife would not think of contradicting an 
order that her husband gives to the children. If the children 
come to her and ask if they need to do something their father 
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told them, she says, “What did Dad tell you? Whatever he told 
you, that’s what you need to do.” She rejoices in the leadership 
of her husband.

A fruitful woman

The last 150 years have seen a profound change in the 
demographic composition of the world. Advances in hygiene, 
water purity, and medicine have greatly increased life expec-
tancy in many places. Infant mortality has plummeted. These 
factors and others have combined to drastically increase the 
number of people in the world. Line graphs that chart world 
population all have a dramatic upward curve.

This population growth has caused great concern among 
some people. Doomsayers predict that world population will 
outstrip food supply. They believe that the world will soon have 
more people than it can support at an “acceptable” standard of 
living. Consequently, they push for lower birth rates. Multina-
tional organizations like the United Nations actively promote 
family planning in developing nations. Doctors suggest to 
couples that they limit their family size.

With the highest population of any nation in the world, 
China has taken draconian measures—including forced abor-
tions—to limit its population growth. In other places, couples 

with six to eight children are considered 
irresponsible. Certain countries still have 
a rapidly rising population, but some 

“advanced” nations are close to zero population growth (ZPG). 
A few are even below zero, which means that their populations 
are actually declining.

It is not a disgrace 
to have children.
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Is God pleased with this push for population control? Does 
the Lord want Christian couples to delay their families or 
limit their size so that they can pursue their careers? Frankly 
speaking, God is not pleased with that drive. It is anti-Biblical. 
Immediately after creating man, God told him,

Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. (Genesis 1:28)

Psalm 113:9 says,
He [God] maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be 
a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the Lord.

 One of the blessings of a man who fears the Lord and walks 
in His ways is this:

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: 
thy children like olive plants round about thy table. (Psalm 128:3)

Welcomes children

Rachel was sad, ashamed, and jealous of her sister. Rachel 
had no children. She wanted children desperately, but God had 
not granted her that desire. She cried to her husband, 

Give me children, or else I die. (Genesis 30:1)

Rachel’s desire for children was natural. Young girls show 
this mothering instinct when they tenderly “care for” their dolls. 
They spend hours pretending to be mothers. This is a natural 
desire, placed there by God.

Most likely, all women have the desire to bear children. But this 
desire runs directly counter to the ideas of modern culture. Men 
think that children will interfere with their pleasure and their goals, 
so they avoid becoming fathers. Women are more concerned about 
their careers and their appearance than they are about bearing 
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children. Both husband and wife come home late from work to find 
the house empty and cold. To fill the void, they keep a dog or a cat.

Rachel would not understand the mindset of the typical 
couple today.

According to the Bible, it is not a shame to have children. 
Every Christian couple desires them—if it is God’s will. Psalm 
127:3 declares,

The fruit of the womb is his [God’s] reward.

Yes, children are the fruit that a married couple bears. They 
are a blessing that God has given. They are His reward.

According to the dictionary, the word reward means, “some-
thing given . . . in recompense for worthy behavior.” The 
Christian couple receives their children with appreciation to 
God. Children are not a bother; they are a blessing. With 
thankfulness the father and mother stand beside the baby’s crib. 
They thank God for the privilege of receiving such an awesome 
gift. They ask that the God who gave them this gift would also 
show them how to raise the child. (See Judges 13:8.)

Most parents give their first two or three children a joyful 
welcome. The parents are still young, and they have lots of 
energy. But sometimes the parents grow weary as more children 
arrive. The busy mother may snap at her children in a moment 
of frustration. The father or mother may fail to take time to 
discipline their children as they should.

Wise parents ask God for wisdom as they consider what 
size family God would wish them to have. These parents in 
turn recognize that God expects their child training to come 
before most other endeavors. If the mother has a choice between 
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reading to her child or washing the dishes, she should sometimes 
put reading to her child first.

Likewise, the father of growing children should realize that 
he will likely not be able to do justice to his family if he works 

long hours to earn all he possibly can. 
Even though the cupboards may need 
to be replaced or the family van needs 
a paint job, the wise father will choose 

time with his children first, if he must choose between one or 
the other. Proper priorities can help the parents to please God 
as they raise their children.

Bearing children merits careful and prayerful consideration. 
Each child comes with an eternal soul. That eternal aspect makes 
him very valuable—more valuable than temporal businesses or 
earthly properties. Careful parents will make it a priority to care for 
the soul of each child that they bring into the world. They honor 
God when they raise obedient and well-trained children. Then 
the verse is true that says, “The fruit of the womb is His reward.”

When Esau met Jacob and those who were coming with him, 
he noticed a group of children. Esau asked Jacob,

Who are those with thee?

Jacob answered him,
The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. 
(Genesis 33:5)

This beautiful answer makes it obvious that Jacob valued his 
children greatly. He appreciated them, and he was happy with 
what God had given him.

The Christian 
family likes to be 
at home.
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Arrows in the Hand of a Mighty Man

Aiming at the mark of the high calling of God

Have you ever watched an archer shooting arrows? It takes 
much practice and experience to hit the bull’s-eye. The archer 
gets a firm footing. Without stability there is no guarantee that 
he will hit the mark.

Likewise the child needs parents with stability. He needs 
parents of faith and conviction. The stability of such parents 
gives children a definite sense of security. It gives them a solid 
base for growing up according to God’s plan.

To hit the target, the archer lines up the arrow and concen-
trates on the bull’s-eye. He pulls back the string. He makes 
minute adjustments to the direction of the arrow. When every-
thing is perfectly lined up, he releases the arrow. It hits the 
bull’s-eye if the archer did everything correctly.

Christian parents also have their eyes set on their goal. Their 
children are “arrows . . . in the hand of a mighty man” (Psalm 
127:4). Christian parents want their children to serve God. 
When they release their grown children, they want them to be 
headed directly toward the center of God’s will,

toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:14)

Borrowed arrows

Christian parents understand that their children actually 
belong to God. They received the children as arrows to be used 
in the spiritual warfare that God wages here on the earth.

Parents should understand that children are loaned to them 
by God to help in the work of His kingdom. They are future 
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pastors or teachers, fathers and mothers. Wise parents will 
teach their children that they are here to serve God and to serve 
others. This is much more important than becoming great or 
gaining wealth.

Providing an Adequate House for the Family

A simple house

Abraham lived in a humble tent. David lived humbly . . . even 
in a palace. Jesus did not have a house. He stayed wherever He 
received lodging.

The Christian father understands his responsibility to provide 
a house for his family. He knows that he cannot live with his 
parents or his wife’s parents. But he also remembers that

here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 
(Hebrews 13:14)

Sensing then his duty to God and to his family, he provides 
an adequate yet simple house for his family. He wants a house 
that does not undermine his desire to seek that permanent 
city—heaven itself.

The home—the hub of the family

The Christian family feels at home when they are at home. Even 
though the house is humble, it is home. How true is the proverb,

Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and 
hatred therewith. (Proverbs 15:17)

How beautiful it is to see a family gathered around the table 
together! Beside the parents are the smallest children, so the 
parents can help them fill their plates. There the family plans 
the day’s activities, or they reminisce about bygone years.
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After the meal, Dad may go to work along with the boys. 
Mother and the girls wash the dishes and clean the house.

In the evening they gather once again. No one would rather 
be on the street or at his friends’ house instead of with the 
family. Sometimes the family goes visiting, perhaps to some 
fellow church member’s home or to their grandparents.

Even though the young people may be fifteen or sixteen years 
old or older, they stay at home after a day of work. When the 
evening chores are finished, they may read a book to themselves 
or to their younger siblings, or play a game with them. The 
family stays together.

Yes, the house should be the center of the family. There the 
Christian mother happily cares for her little children. There the 
Christian father relaxes when he comes home tired from his 
day’s work. He is happy with his wife and among the children 
God has graciously given him.

A house that fulfills Biblical requirements

When Christian parents look for a place to live, they have 
some different criteria than their worldly neighbors. They do not 
want to live in a neighborhood where their children would be 
subjected to damaging influences, and they avoid neighborhoods 
where alcoholic beverages are easily available. They are concerned 
that their children will not be visiting neighbors who are watch-
ing television. They look for a house in a unit separate from the 
children’s grandparents. They consider whether the house they 
choose may be near a good place of employment for the children. 
To maintain the purity of their children, Christian parents choose  
a house with enough bedrooms that the boys and girls can sleep 
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separately. Even in the Old Testament, God taught His people 
appropriateness in this area. He taught certain rules of hygiene. 
It is important that all things be done decently and in order.

Chapter 1
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innocent.

Chapter 2

The 
Characteristics  
and Needs of a 

Child

The Innocent Child
The baby has just been born. His parents have waited for 

months for this gift from God. Finally they are looking at their 
little son. With grateful hearts they praise God for this precious 

gift. Tenderly they take him into their 
arms and look into his face. In that face 
they see perfect innocence.

This tiny creature knows neither good nor evil. He is 
absolutely guiltless before God.

The Small Child
The newborn begins to grow. His mother weighs him periodi-

cally to learn whether he is growing as he should. The child hears 
and sees. He starts to focus on people’s faces. He pays attention 
to motion in his surroundings. Soon his parents notice that the 
child has a strong spirit. He screams and stiffens himself. He 
shows his impatience.
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Time passes, and the child begins to talk. He starts asking 
questions about everything. It has been a while since the par-
ents waited eagerly for him to say his first words. But soon they 
notice that the little one uses some offensive  expressions—words 
that he heard from the lips of the wicked. He also lies, denying 
responsibility for misdeeds when his parents know he is guilty. 
And sometimes he fights with his brothers or sisters.

What has happened to this innocent baby? Has he lost his 
innocence? Is he now a sinful person, guilty before God?

Let us see what Jesus said about young children. Are they 
innocent or not? Jesus gave the answer.

One day some small children were brought to Jesus for Him 
to place His hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples 
scolded those who brought the little ones. They thought Jesus 
did not have time for children. When Jesus saw what was hap-
pening, He became indignant and told His disciples,

Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 19:14)

He placed His hands on them and blessed them.
Surely some of these children were already partly grown—

they were not just newborn babies. They were old enough to 
walk and talk. Some already showed a strong spirit. They lied. 
They fought with their brothers and sisters. But Jesus said, “Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” They were still innocent. They 
were part of the kingdom of heaven. 

There is a big difference between the way Jesus related to children 
and the way He related to the Pharisees. Jesus often chided the 
Pharisees for their many faults. He did not correct the children for 
anything. He simply received them. He accepted them as they were.
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Children do have the carnal nature that they inherited from 
Adam and Eve through their parents. That is why they lie and 
fight with their siblings. The parents are the ones responsible to 
God for their children’s actions. They will need to give account 
to God if they fail to properly teach and admonish their chil-
dren. But the children, even the naughty ones, are innocent and 
blameless before God. He does not consider them to be sinners.

The Growing Child
The child keeps growing. His will becomes stronger. He starts 

to think deeply and to reason. One day he leaves the house for 
his first day at school.

His mind develops. His body grows. As the Bible says about 
Jesus, the child grows in wisdom and in stature.

But, parents, he is still not an adult. When he rebels, he needs 
united and firm parents who will correct him and guide him 
in the right way.

Parents, even though you see your children as big and strong, 
they are still children. They are big in stature but small in discern-
ment. They are well-developed physically, but they still require 
the wise vigilance of their parents so they do not fall into errors. 
Take good care of them, parents. They are yours.

The Child is Receptive

The faith of a child

A baby comes into the world with an open mind. He knows 
very little. His mind has no firm beliefs. It is not pre-programmed. 
Rather, it must be programmed.
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But a child does come with a grain of faith. We say that faith 
is believing without seeing. It is believing without a complete 
understanding. That is what a child is like. We adults tend to be 
skeptical. We want to see proof before we believe. But the child 
is not like that. He simply believes what he hears from others.

Innate faith

The innate faith that God has given the child is a great gift, 
both for the child and for the parents. Because of that, the parents 
have the opportunity of teaching the child about God from a 
very young age. The child hears his parents . . . and believes there 
is a God.

From what his parents tell him, the 
child can visualize God as almighty, yet 
as a trusted friend. He feels safe because 
he believes that God cares for him.

From the time he starts to speak, the child can learn to pray 
to God. He learns by observing his parents pray. They pray with 
him before tucking him into bed at night. He goes peacefully to 
sleep because he knows that God is watching over him.

Absorbing evil

Now we want to change the focus. The same child that has 
innate faith also has a carnal nature. Yes, the child’s mind can 
absorb the things of God. He hears and he believes. But because 
of his carnal nature, it is also easy for him to retain the evil things 
he hears and sees.

It appears that a child learns bad things even more easily 
than good things. For example, the child learns a Bible verse. 
He repeats it over and over. Finally he can say it without making 
a mistake. But soon it fades from his mind.

Chapter 2

Use for God’s 
glory a child’s 
innate faith.
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On the other hand, a dirty joke or an off-color story does not 
leave a child’s mind as easily. Even if he does not repeat the joke, 
it remains etched in his mind. A faithful brother in the church 
told me that at 50 years old he still remembers dirty jokes he 
heard in his youth. He has never repeated the stories to anyone. 
He tries not to think of them. Nevertheless, once in a while they 
pass through his mind.

A Pure Environment
Since a child so easily absorbs what is evil, the parents must 

guard his environment very carefully. Brethren with spiritual 
discernment see the danger present in radio and television. They 
know that these avenues of communication bring corruption 
into the homes of the world. They understand that Satan uses 
these to defile the minds of innocent children.

Television presents a double danger to the mind of a child. 
He hears the sound and also sees the image on the screen. The 
things he sees and hears on television are strongly impressed on 
his mind because they come through the two gates of hearing 
and seeing. Thank God for churches that do not allow radio and 
television among their members.

But parents, what good are those rules if your children sneak 
off to the neighbors and watch television there? And what about 
the influence of the neighbor children who get a steady diet of 
television? Some will say, “But the neighbors are relatives. They 
will be offended if we do not let the children play together.”

It is not sin to “offend” your unsaved relatives in this manner. 
(Explaining things in a kind way will let them know how serious 
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you are about the dangers of television, and it may even help 
them decide to get rid of it.) But it is sin to let your child’s mind 
be stained through your carelessness.

Today we also have the dangers of Internet to contend with. 
Do not let your child go to the Internet café or the library to 
“surf the Web.” Do not allow him to have a computer in his 
room with access to the Internet. There are too many ways that 
his mind and soul can be corrupted.

Cellular phones present another challenge. There was a time 
(can you remember?) when telephones were fastened to the wall. 
When Johnny called to talk with Joseph, he had to first talk to 
Joseph’s mom or dad. And then Joseph had to talk in the kitchen 
or the dining room where anyone who was around could hear 
his side of the conversation.

Now Johnny can call Joseph “anytime, anywhere.”  The two can 
plan things that their parents know nothing about. Children and 
youth should not have unrestricted use of cellular phones. If your son 
or daughter actually needs one, make the child accountable to you for 
its use. We all need accountability, and youth are no different. If you 
cannot monitor your child’s use of the phone, do not give it to him.

Children should not spend long hours alone with other chil-
dren. You may think, “My children would not get into trouble.” 
But the fact is that many children from Christian homes have 
done things with other children that they regretted for years to 
come. If only their mothers or fathers had supervised them better!

There are mothers who spend hours washing clothes, washing 
dishes, and washing the floor. They keep their houses spotless. 
But some of those same mothers hardly give a thought to keep-
ing their children’s minds pure.
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Parents, let us keep our children’s environments clean. A 
stained mind stunts the development of a child.

The Example of the Perfect Father
God is love (1 John 4:8). He does not love us because we are 

good or necessarily lovable. The Bible says that God
loved us, even when we were dead in sins. (Ephesians 2:4–5)

He loves us because He is love.
God loves His adopted children, those who believe in Him. 

He loves His rebellious “children,” those who have rejected 
Him and are living in sin. Like a good Father, He loves all His 
children. His love is constant, unchanging.

Parents who love each other

Every child needs parents who love him. This gives him secu-
rity. But beyond that, he needs parents who love each other. This 
gives him even greater security.

The husband who loves his wife is building a wall of protection 
around his home. The woman who respects her husband and sub-
mits herself to him diffuses rays of joy and happiness in her home.

Parents, if you want God’s blessing on your home, love each 
other. If you want children who honor you, love each other. If 

you want a home that is a godly example 
to a wicked world, love each other. Your 
love needs to be constant, unchanging.

Parents who love their children

We started this discussion by speaking of the newborn baby. 
Let us open the door of the home to see the new parents tenderly 

All our children 
need our love.



220

and lovingly holding that tiny bundle. The love of the parents to 
the baby is obvious. It would be hard not to love that little one.

But the child grows. He starts walking and talking. Somehow, 
he is not always as lovable as he used to be. Some parents love 
their newborns, but do not have the same affection for the tod-
dlers and older children. They don’t have time to read them a 
book or to answer their incessant questions. They become testy 
and irritable when the children come to them.

It should not be that way. As the child grows, the love between 
parents and children needs to grow as well. Older children 
deserve love as well as the little ones. Abraham loved his son 
Isaac even when Isaac was almost a man (Genesis 22:2). His 
love was constant, unchanging.

Parents who love equally

Let us consider the home of Isaac and Rebekah. There were 
four people in that home—Isaac, his wife Rebekah, and their 
twins, Esau and Jacob. These four were divided into two camps. 
In one camp was Isaac with Esau, his favorite son. In the other 
camp was Rebekah with Jacob, her favorite son.

As the years went by, this divided love sowed seeds of discord 
and deceit in the family. Rebekah taught Jacob to deceive his 
own father. Isaac allowed bitterness to fester in the heart of Esau. 
Finally it reached the point where Esau schemed to kill his brother 
Jacob, who fled from home in order to save himself.

Parents, be very careful. Children are different. No one child is 
exactly like another. Some are easier to love than others. But all of 
them need our love. Our love needs to be constant, unchanging.
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Children Need an Ordered Life

A God of order

The Book of Genesis begins by saying that God created the 
heavens and the earth. But at first the earth was “without form, 
and void” (Genesis 1:1–2). Besides being formless and void, it 
was also unproductive.

But God began to put things in a proper order. He divided the 
light from the darkness. He separated the water from the dry ground. 
He made the earth to produce herbs and trees. Then He made 
the sun, moon, and stars. He created the animals. And at last 
he created man and blessed him.

God’s world was now completed. It was a good, orderly 
world—a world that was bringing forth abundant life.

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. (Genesis 1:31)

That is how God is. He is not a God of confusion and disorder, 
but a God of peace and order. (See 1 Corinthians 14:33.) He wants 
to put His order into our families. He wants everyone to be in his 
or her proper place, and He wants the home to be fruitful. When 
He sees such a home, He will consider this home “very good.”

Order in worship

In chapter 1 we noted the order that God has placed in the 
home. He has assigned distinctive roles to the man and to the 
woman. He gave them children, and He expects the parents to 
direct those children to follow Him.

In order to properly raise their children and to direct their 
steps toward God, each couple should establish a family altar. 
We read in the Bible about Abraham. He erected an altar every 
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time he moved from one location to another. He considered an 
altar to be a vital part of his home.

Of course, the altar that we erect in our homes is not made of 
stones or of earth. Rather, when we talk about the “family altar,” 
we mean the time of worship we share as a family. Morning is 
perhaps the best time for this. But whatever time of the day you 
choose, make sure that family devotions is a firmly established 
ritual in your daily schedule.

Family worship is a beautiful time when each person leaves his 
duties and joins other family members in singing, praying, and read-
ing a passage of Scripture. The father leads out as they sing some 
special children’s songs. If the children are small, the parents may 
read them stories from a Bible story book. As the children grow, the 
alert and concerned father will adjust his plan for the worship hour 
to meet the needs of the growing children and of his wife. This time 
of family worship sets a healthy tone for the rest of the day, and it 
gives the family some truths on which to meditate throughout the 
day. It is a key to establishing proper order in the home.

We must also allow time in our schedules to take the family to 
church services. When there is a church service, the family ought 
to be there—and to get there in good time. The family that arrives 
at church in plenty of time is in a better frame of mind to wor-
ship God and to receive the blessings He has for them that day.

Order in work responsibilities

Parents who work hard are a blessing to the home. But parents 
who teach their children to work are an even greater blessing. We 
do not want to make slaves out of our children, placing burdens 
on them that they can hardly bear. This could harm them both 

Chapter 2



223The Characteristics and Needs of a Child

physically and emotionally. But we do have a responsibility to 
help them learn orderly and diligent work habits.

We as parents should give our children jobs appropriate to 
their age and ability—regular chores that they know they must 
do. Parents should not have to remind their sons or daughters 
every day of their chores.

These regular chores help prepare them to be diligent. One 
schoolteacher said he could tell which students had the disci-
pline of doing chores at home. They were more alert and efficient 
at school. Perhaps they were not more intelligent, but they were 
more dependable.

Children Need to Be Taught

Teaching at home

Children are born knowing little. Of course, they have their 
God-given instincts—they eat, they cry when they want attention, 
and they sleep when they are satisfied. But they still know little.

Very soon, however, the child begins to observe his surround-
ings. His eyes follow movement. His ears capture the voice of his 
mother. Soon he looks in the direction of those who talk to him.

The mother is the child’s first teacher. She teaches by what 
she says and does. She teaches by the attitudes she displays. She 
teaches by the things she reads to her children. I enjoy watch-
ing a mother read to her children—especially when she reads 
to them about the men and women of the Bible.

The mother should teach the child to respect and obey. Those 
are basic virtues the child must develop. The mother should also 
help the child learn to pay attention when someone speaks to 
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him. She should teach him to care for his personal hygiene. 
Children will be children, and they will get dirty. But they are 
not pigs. They should not be content to be filthy.

The mother introduces the child to 
mathematics. She opens the door to music 
when she teaches him some choruses. 
Perhaps the father will open the door to 

astronomy for his child by taking him outdoors at night to show 
him the moon and stars.

Train up a child in the way he should go. (Proverbs 22:6)

God is the one who gives us children. The little babies He sends 
us are a blessing from heaven. But they know very little. It is our 
duty as parents to instruct them. We need to teach them how to 
eat. Later we teach them how to walk. Then we teach them how 
to talk. These are very important steps in the life of a child.

But when the Bible says, “Train up a child in the way he 
should go,” it refers especially to those steps in his life that are 
much more important than learning how to eat or to walk. These 
steps are more important because they build the character of the 
child. And how that character is formed will strongly influence 
the child’s future life, both in time and in eternity.

Learning moral values

The child needs to learn what is right and what is wrong. When 
God created the world, He divided light and darkness. And He 
still divides light and darkness, and good and evil. We as parents 
need to help our sons and daughters recognize that difference. 
They are not able to see that difference on their own. If it were not 
for the teaching of us as parents, our children would follow their 

There are 
alternatives to 
public school!
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natural sinful nature, which would lead them away from God.
Even though it may seem foolish, this teaching must begin 

even before the child is able to understand it. If we wait to teach 
him till he has a certain amount of discernment, it is too late. 
One of the first words a child should understand is “no.” When 
we say “no,” we are training him up in the way he should go. 
We are helping him to avoid the wrong path. We are teaching 
him the difference between good and evil.

A child learns the proper meaning of “no” when we provide 
consequences if he disobeys. For instance, if a young child is 
trying to stick a hairpin into an electrical outlet, we may say “no.” 
If he persists, we give him a light smack. We follow this with 
more severe punishment until he decides that sticking a hairpin 
into an electrical outlet isn’t a good thing to do. Understanding 
that “no” means “no” saves a child from much grief. Later, he will 
be more prompt to listen to other authorities in his life, such as 
schoolteachers or ministers and eventually God.

One alert mother posted this reminder on her refrigerator: 
“Say it once.” Telling the child once to do or not to do something, 
and following disobedience with consequences, will bring rest. It 
brings rest to the child and to the parent.

Your child needs to learn various things that go against his 
nature. For example, he naturally tends to lie. But you need to 
teach him to squelch that tendency and tell the truth. He should 
get so accustomed to telling the truth that it would be hard for 
him to tell an untruth.

Your child needs to learn to be grateful. Instead of saying 
abruptly, “Give me the cheese!” he should learn to say, “Could 
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you pass me the cheese, please?”  With training, gratefulness 
and graciousness will become natural to him.

A child should learn when he is small to control his emotions 
and his crying. He must never throw himself onto the floor and 
scream when his will is crossed or his feelings are hurt. Learning 
now to control his emotions will help him to be self-controlled 
when he is older.

A child should learn which words are appropriate and which 
ones are not. If he innocently repeats profanities that he heard a 
neighbor use, you as parents should correct him. If he deliber-
ately uses those profanities again, he should be punished severely. 
A child who has learned proper language will have inhibitions 
against using profanity when he grows up.

A healthy environment

Dear parents, you are responsible before God to provide a 
healthy environment for your children’s education. Father, you 
should sacrifice to send your child to a Christian school. It is 
difficult to train your child in the way that he should go when 
he is daily subjected to ungodly schoolteachers as role models. 
It is also difficult to teach him the truths of God’s Word when 
he is taught the theory of evolution at school.

Besides, imagine the ungodliness that his companions in the 
public schools would teach him. They talk about sports heroes 
and movie personalities. They tell him stories and jokes that 
are not fit to hear. They wear suggestive clothing, flirt among 
themselves—and worse. We repeat, do not even consider send-
ing your children to a public school!

Every Christian parent must seek other options for the edu-
cation of his children. Thank God that there are other options. 
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Some parents send their children to church-operated schools. 
Where there are no suitable church schools, some parents opt 
to teach their children at home.

Again, “train up a child in the way he should go: and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.”  The benefits reach into eternity.

“Withhold not correction from the child”

We have discussed at length the need to instruct the child. 
Parents have the duty of teaching him Biblical principles. They 
need to teach him the difference between good and evil.

But let us suppose that they have instructed the child well. The 
child understands perfectly the teaching his parents have given him. 
Besides teaching him well, they are giving a clear example of those 
principles in their daily lives. Nevertheless, the day will come when 
the child simply does not want to obey. What do the parents do then?

Proverbs 23:13–14 says,
Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him 
with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, 
and shalt deliver his soul from hell.

That is a sobering thought! But what does it mean?
What the Bible is teaching is that punishment with the rod 

is a necessary part of training a child to avoid the wrong way 
and go the right way. However, many parents do not want to 
correct their child in this way. They say the child is still too 
young. They say that using a rod is abusive. But, parents, God 
tells us, “Withhold not correction from the child.”

Let us note some Scriptures that give further teaching on 
use of the rod.
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“Foolishness is bound”

Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of cor-
rection shall drive it far from him. (Proverbs 22:15)

Children are foolish because they lack sound judgment. Good 
judgment comes with experience and maturity, two things a 
child does not have.

The child is foolish because he acts without thinking. He tends 
to react without considering the consequences of his actions.

The child is foolish because he lets himself be swayed by his 
companions. When he sees his friends tormenting a dog, he joins 
in the “fun.” Perhaps he actually likes dogs, but when he sees his 
friends throwing stones at the unfortunate puppy, he does it too.

But the main reason a child is foolish is because he has a foolish 
heart. Since he is a son of Adam and Eve, foolishness is part of his 
human nature. Proverbs 22:15 says that foolishness is bound in his 
heart. The Hebrew word for “bound” means “to tie, physically or 
mentally.” This gives the idea that foolishness is firmly entwined 
in the child’s entire life. Parents, it makes no difference how sober 
and self-controlled you are. The child that God has given you is 
foolish because foolishness is bound in his heart.

That is the reason God has given the child to you as parents. 
He does not want the child to grow up on his own. He has 
placed you in charge of him because you are mature and have 
experience. God wants you to take the foolishness out of the 
heart of your child, and He has told you how to do it.

The rod of correction

The rod of correction shall drive it far from him.
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This is the last part of the verse we have been discussing. 
What is the rod? Is it an apparatus with magical powers? A Bible 
dictionary says it is a long, thin branch used as an instrument of 
punishment. It is simply a stick or a branch. It has no magical 
powers. But with this little stick, a father or mother who fears 
God can drive away all kinds of foolishness from a child.

I can almost hear the cries of those who opposed his idea. 
“How abusive! I will not hit my child with a rod! I know that 
my child is foolish, but with time he will mature.”

I would like for those people to think carefully about the 
following verse.

He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him 
chasteneth him betimes. (Proverbs 13:24)

The father who does not spank his child hates him. He might 
give him good advice, but the child will still do as he pleases. He 
does that because his father has not instilled in him a fear of the 
rod and of the parent’s authority. Without this fear, the child is 
on his own, bound for hell. And the father who lets him continue 
on this course clearly does not love him.

The last part of Proverbs 13:24 speaks of chastening one’s son 
“betimes.”  The Hebrew word translated “betimes” is shachar. 
This word means “properly, to dawn, i.e. (figuratively) be (up) 
early at any task (with the implication of earnestness); by exten-
sion, to search for (with painstaking).” 

We can observe two things from this definition. First, 
“betimes” means that the person who loves his child begins to 
use the rod as soon as the child begins to show rebellion. This 
happens even before the child can talk. He stiffens himself. 
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He throws his food on the floor. At this age, it may be best to 
give him a quick slap with your hand. But whether it is with 
your hand or with a rod, you must correct him. Sometimes one 
punishment does not solve the problem. The child keeps on 
screaming. He still does not want to obey. In that case, you must 
continue the punishment until the child is willing to submit.

Secondly, we can learn from “betimes” that the parent needs 
to correct the child quickly when he begins to misbehave, rather 
than letting the misbehavior go on for a while. There is an adage 
that states, “The thorn can be bent when it is green.” That is 
how it is with the rebellion of a child.

Some parents become abusive with the rod. They spank the child 
in anger. They give an extreme number of strokes. The angry parent 
needs to check his anger and calm down before spanking his child.

How many strokes should you give a child? It depends on 
the age of a child and on the seriousness of the offense. But in 
most cases, about three to eight strokes are appropriate. It is also 
better not to give the strokes in quick succession. They will be 
more effective if given slowly and deliberately.

In the following section, we will consider one more point 
about the rod.

“He shall not die”

Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him 
with the rod, he shall not die. (Proverbs 23:13)

This verse can be explained in several ways. One interpreta-
tion is that if you punish your child with the rod, you will save 
him from spiritual death. The verse following this one seems to 
confirm that idea.
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Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul 
from hell. (Proverbs 23:14)

Another interpretation is that the rod applied in love will not 
do any lasting physical harm to the child. Even though the child 
cries lustily, he will not die. God has provided a place where the 
child can receive punishment with the rod—his seat. Do not 
spank him on the back or on the legs or on the head, but on his 
seat. That is what God has provided for that purpose.

“The rod and reproof give wisdom”

The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself 
bringeth his mother to shame. (Proverbs 29:15)

We have been talking about the rod of correction. Now we 
will discuss the word “reproof.” It speaks of another essential 
element in raising children.

What does “reproof ” mean? This word has to do with admon-
ishing. It is interesting to note that “reproof ” comes after “rod.” 
It seems that this is the order in which they should be applied.

Let us suppose that a child uses some profanity. He knows 
that he should not use that kind of language. He knows he 
deserves a punishment.

His father lovingly does his duty. He does not want his son 
to get into such a habit. Therefore, he punishes him. The son 
submits to the punishment. He knows that his father has a 
duty to punish him. Even though he really does not want to be 
punished, he still submits to it because he respects his father.

At this moment, both the heart of the father and the heart of 
the son are hurting and tender. This is the moment that God has 
prepared for the father to give his son some practical counsel. This 
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punishment, along with the counsel, is “the rod and reproof [that] 
give wisdom.” There the father should tell his son the end of the 
man who uses profanity. He should explain that even though the 
neighbors might use profanity, those who serve the Lord do not.

All of this will not guarantee that the son will never make 
the same mistake again.

For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon 
line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: (Isaiah 28:10)

Repeated and consistent teaching will lay a foundation for a 
noble and respectable character.

Parents, what we have just discussed are some of the more 
difficult points in child training. But let us thank God that He 
has given us such clear teaching to help us understand the cor-
rect process in bringing up children for Him. He will bless our 
efforts when we follow His directives.

Practical Points
In this chapter we have discussed the theme of child training. 

We have laid out some of the goals that parents should have. 
We have noted some Biblical directives relating to the instruc-
tion and reproof of children. Now in conclusion we will look 
at some other practical points.

United parents

There is an adage that states, “There is strength in unity.”  This 
adage has been promoted by farmers’ associations and women’s 
groups. But it can also be applied to the home.

Unity between mother and father produces great strength 
in raising children. The more united the parents are, the more 
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strength they have. Moreover, God will bless the couple and the 
home when the parents stand together.

What happens if there is disunity between the parents? Such 
a couple is not united but divided. Jesus said,

If a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 
(Mark 3:25)

A divided household will fall because it lacks the unity needed 
for strength. Who suffers the most when parents are divided? 
It is the children. In a home where the parents are not united, 
the children do not learn to submit and obey. They notice that 
their parents do not think alike, and they take advantage of 
that disunity.

When they need to ask permission to do something, they 
will go to the one who is most likely to let them have their way. 
They learn how to persuade that parent to let them do what they 
want. They become very shrewd in manipulating their parents.

Disunity spells trouble

Let me tell you a story about a teenage boy, one of my school 
friends. His parents were not united. The mother was firm, while 
the father was easily swayed.

The boy got into trouble at school for disrespecting the 
teacher. When the teacher reported it to his parents, the mother 
thought the son needed a punishment. She told him, “You are 
not allowed to go to the next youth gathering. You will need 
to stay at home.”

The next day when the boy came to school, he told us of the 
punishment his mother had given him. Then he smiled and 
said, “I’m not too worried. I will talk to Dad. He will let me go 
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to the youth gathering.” And that is how it was. The boy went 
to the youth gathering.

The years went by, and the young man got married. His mar-
riage lasted only a short while before he got divorced. Today he 
lives as a prisoner to his carnal lusts.

Parents, disunity between spouses puts our children on the 
path to failure. It is as Jesus said, “If a house be divided against 
itself, that house cannot stand.” It falls, “and great [is] the fall 
of it.” The children often follow the footsteps of their parents 
and establish divided homes as well. It is a vicious cycle.

If you were raised in a divided home, it is not your fault. But 
neither do you need to follow the poor example of your parents. 
Ask God for wisdom and strength to establish a united home 
of your own. He will help you.

Discipline without abuse

We have already noted the verse that states, “Withhold not 
correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, 
he shall not die” (Proverbs 23:13). We talked about the parents 
who do not believe they should discipline with the “rod of cor-
rection.” They think the rod is outdated and abusive.

However, those same parents tend to be the abusive ones, rather 
than those who obey God and use the rod properly. The rod causes 
pain in the body of the child. But most parents who do not use 
Biblical discipline are guilty of mentally and emotionally abusing 
their children. They often scream at their children, calling them 
ugly names: “You’re stupid! You’re crazy! You have absolutely no 
sense!” In anger they say these kinds of things and worse. They are 
so angry and speak so loudly that the neighbors hear what they say.
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They have not punished the child with the rod. His body 
has suffered no pain. But his mind and emotions have suffered 
wounds that will take much longer to heal than the pain of a 
few well-placed strokes of the rod. The pain produced by the rod 
is strong and intense. But soon the pain is gone and the child 
almost forgets about his punishment.

In contrast, the mental and emotional pain caused by angry 
parents stays with the child for years. Among other things, it 
causes mental and emotional tension that could lead to mental 
disorders later in life. But even if it doesn’t, these children will tend 
to grow up and become parents who scream at their own children.

To refuse to use the rod is dangerous. But it is also dangerous 
to become abusive with the rod.

Some parents use the rod excessively. They strike at the child in 
anger and with too much force. Using the rod in this way is not 
the rod of correction referred to in Proverbs 22:15. And using it 
in this manner will not drive foolishness from the heart of a child.

The Bible promotes the use of the rod. Used appropriately 
by parents who believe in God and in His Word, it will bring 
good results. Those who refuse to use the rod or who use it 
wrongly will lose the blessing of God in their child training.

We Ought to Obey God
Some people interpret anti-abuse legislation to mean that appro-

priate spanking of children is illegal. How should Christian parents 
respond to those who feel they should not spank their children? 
First of all, they should remember the principle of Acts 5:29. The 
ruling council of the Jews (the Sanhedrin) had strictly commanded 
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Peter and John not to speak at all or to teach in the name of Jesus. 
However, these two and the other apostles were convinced that 
God wanted them to witness for Jesus. (See Acts 1:8; 4:18–19.) 
So they continued preaching in the name of Jesus, and they even 
performed miracles through the power of Jesus Christ.

The Sanhedrin became very angry with Peter and John and 
had them arrested. However, the angel of the Lord came by night, 
opened the prison doors, brought Peter and John out, and told them,

Go, stand and speak in the temple all the words of this life. 
(Acts 5:20)

What did Peter and John do? Did they breathe a sigh of relief, 
thank God that they were out of prison, and quietly go back 
to fishing? No. They obeyed the Lord and continued preaching 
in Jesus’ name.

When they were brought to task for this disobedience, they 
bravely told their accusers

We ought to obey God rather than men. (Acts 5:29)

Christian parents should obey God rather than men in their 
child training. Since the Bible says they should use the rod of 
correction, they will use the rod in the right way. However, they 
should use it carefully and appropriately. This means they will be 
careful about spanking in a public place. If a child misbehaves 
in a store and needs a spanking, it is better to wait till you are 
in a private place to punish him.

Discipline frees the parents and the child

We want to clarify an issue that has caused much confusion 
among some Christian parents. It has to do with who carries 
the blame for the wrongdoing of a child.
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Consider the following situation: The child tells a lie. The 
parents find out about it. The child owns up to his misdeed 
when they ask him about it.

The situation is resolved, right? In a sense, it is. But the need 
to resolve the guilt of the lie still remains.

We must remember that since he is a child, he is not account-
able to God for his actions. He does not need to repent and ask 
God for forgiveness for the lie he has told. He has not sinned 
against God.

But he has disobeyed his father and his mother who have 
taught him not to lie. They told him that if he lied, he would 
have to bear the consequences.

So now that he has lied, what do they need to do? He feels 
guilty before his parents. He knows he has disobeyed. Kind 
and loving parents will do what it takes to free the child from 
that guilt.

There is only one way to do that. He must be punished. After 
the punishment, he is free from the guilt he was carrying. And 
he feels free. He no longer carries the load of guilt that he felt 
before his parents.

He is not the only one who is free of guilt. When the parents 
punish the child, they discharge their responsibility before God 
of freeing the child from his guilt. Then they are free, too. But 
if parents refuse to punish disobedient children, they are guilty 
before God. So both parents and children are burdened with guilt.

Parents, we carry a big obligation to clear our children of guilt. 
If children learn to live with guilt in their childhood, it will be 
easier for them to live with guilt after they are accountable to 
God in adulthood. On the other hand, if we help them clear 
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their misdeeds in childhood, it will be easier for them to do what 
it takes to clear themselves before God when they are older.

We must not let our children down!

Discipline brings rest and delight

Proverbs 29:17 says,
Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give 
delight unto thy soul.

We have discussed the effect that discipline has on the child. 
But this verse speaks of the effect that discipline has on the parents.

Many parents have little rest. From the time the children get 
up in the morning, confusion reigns in the home. The children 
get out of bed crying. They fight with their siblings. When they 
get to the kitchen, they refuse to help their mother prepare 
breakfast. Finally, they go to school, but they loiter. There is no 
peace, no tranquility. Of course, there is no delight either.

Parents, are you tired of the noise and disorder in your home?
Remember these three words: disobedience, discipline,  

delight. After the disobedience of your child, the peace in your 
home is disrupted. There is only one solution, and that is disci-
pline. Hebrews 12:11 says

No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but griev-
ous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

Chastening (disciplining) your child yields peaceable fruit, 
and it brings delight to your home.

Do not delay in administering discipline. The sooner you 
discipline, the sooner you can rest, and the sooner your home 
will be a delight to your soul.
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Teaching in the Christian School
The morning arrives when the child leaves the house to go 

to school for the first time. It is sad to see the streets crowded 
with little children going to public schools. In many of these 
schools, the teachers will poison the student’s minds with the 
theory of evolution and with a humanistic worldview. Students 
may see the examples of ungodly teachers who smoke, drink, 
and live immorally.

But thank God for an alternative. There are Christian schools 
where the teachers are faithful Christians. The textbooks agree 
with Biblical teaching. Children at these schools not only receive 
an excellent academic education; they are also taught who God  
is and how to please Him.

Parents, let us respect and support this gift that God has given 
to our children. Let us joyfully send our children to the Christian 
school. They should be absent only when they are sick. If they 
have homework, let us oversee their efforts and make sure the 
work is done carefully and well. We dare not allow even one 
word of disrespect toward their teachers or the school in general.

But academics are not the most important consideration. It 
is much more important that the students yield their lives to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and become church builders than that they 
study so they can eventually become rich or famous. And the 
Christian school plays a vital role in developing useful Christians.

Yes, fellow Christians, the Christian school plays a vital role in 
the lives of many Christian families. Let us support our schools 
with prayers and finances so that our children can develop in 
an environment that promotes the fear of God.
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The Education Continues
Children gain much from their time at school. But the day 

comes when they finish their schooling.
Beware lest they think they have completed their education. 

Children have a poor attitude if they think they no longer need 
to learn. School does not teach them everything they need to 
know. Rather, it stimulates the desire to continue learning, and 
it gives the tools required to do that.

Young people should read church periodicals to help them 
develop spiritually. If we notice that some of our children have 
the gift of writing, we should encourage them to write for the 
good of the kingdom of God.

Parents, we must encourage our young people to continue 
learning. Above all, they should learn 
from the Bible. If they have the oppor-
tunity to attend a Bible school, they 
should take advantage of it. They should 

continue learning and developing the gifts that God has given 
them.

Young people 
need the guidance 
of their parents.
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The Child 
and His 

Development

Physical Development
Boys like to grow. They want to be big like their older broth-

ers or their uncles. They want to grow strong.
Perhaps the girls do not aspire to become big and strong, but they 

do want to grow up. They want to be mature young women. And 
according to God’s plan, they will mature more quickly than the boys.

According to those who have studied the development of 
children, girls reach a growth spurt at 12 to 14 years of age. 
From 14 on, the boys reach their growth spurt and will pass up 
the girls in height and weight.

During their adolescent years, young people need the guid-
ance of their parents to understand what is happening in their 
bodies. They feel somewhat insecure. Wise parents will explain 
in simple terms what those changes in their bodies mean.

Mothers should teach their daughters to behave modestly. 
They are no longer little girls; they have become young ladies. 
They should learn how to walk and move about discreetly. They 
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should learn to behave like women who profess godliness—
“with shamefacedness and sobriety” (see 1 Timothy 2:9–10).

The Christian father also will maintain open communica-
tion with his sons as they go through adolescence. He will ask 
them whether they are maintaining personal purity. He will give 
them good advice about how not to yield to the temptations 
of sexual impurity that are so prevalent in the world today. He 
will monitor their contact with non-Christians and will help 
them utilize their free time profitably.

Development Within the Family
As young people grow older, their parents should give them 

more jobs around home. They should take responsibility for 
certain tasks and answer for them if they are not properly done.

For example, a girl of 12 to 14 could be given the responsibility 
of preparing supper three days per week. In consultation with her 
mother, she decides what to prepare. Then her mother steps back 
and lets her proceed. If she makes a mistake such as burning the 
rice through negligence, she will suffer humiliation because the rest 
of the family needs to eat that burned rice. But if she does well, 
she will know the satisfaction of an appreciative family’s compli-
ments. When she learns to cook supper well, the parents can give 
her additional responsibilities.

The boy of 10 or 12 may take on the responsibility of herd-
ing the cows back and forth to pasture. He should be responsible 
enough to see if one of the cows is sick, and he should make sure 
that the gate is properly closed. If he fails to latch the gate and the 
cows get out, he should apologize to the neighbor whose corn the 
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cows damaged. But if he does well, the father should occasionally 
express appreciation for a job well done.

If the father needs to leave home for a few days, he should 
place enough confidence in the young man that he can leave 
him in charge of the daily work. And if the youth does well, the 
father should thank him for a job well done.

A young man should also learn to manage money. Perhaps 
the father can help him buy a lamb or a calf or plant a crop. 
He will teach him how to figure expenses and how to control 
his costs in order to gain more profit. And if he makes a profit, 
the father will teach his son how to handle it properly. On the 
other hand, if he loses money on his first enterprise, encourage 
him. He has lost money but has gained experience.

Parents, we must help our children become responsible. We 
should loosen the reins enough that they can become accus-
tomed to taking responsibility. Before long they will reach 
the age when they are completely responsible for themselves. 
Meanwhile, we continue to guide them along.

Development in Responsibility to God
The youth is now assuming various responsibilities. He demon-

strates maturity, but at the same time he shows conflicting emotions 
within himself that he did not have before. Observant parents will 
note that he is no longer the carefree boy that he was before. They 
observe his awakening consciousness of God and of his responsi-
bility toward Him. Still, they do not pressure him to be converted.

As the young person continues to mature, he grows in self-
control. His parents no longer need to punish him so often. Because 
of his lack of experience, he still needs the counsel of his father. 
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But the point finally comes when the young person realizes that
that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but 
what I hate, that do I. (Romans 7:15)

The more he tries to control himself, the more he fails. One 
day he recognizes a dismaying fact.

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not. (Romans 7:18)

 In frustration he cries,
O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death? (Romans 7:24)

Perhaps he goes to his parents and asks them to help him 
escape the impasse in which he finds himself. They have told 
him that when he reaches this point, he should come to them.

There the parents have the joy of leading the youth to Jesus 
Christ, his Savior. They help him to confess his sins and to 
humbly yield himself to the lordship of Christ. In the following 
days they stay in touch with him to help him grow in his new life.

It is a great joy for Christian parents to lead their son or 
daughter to a solution for his personal problems. But it is also a 
time of deep reflection for them. They think seriously about the 
environment of the home and the leadership they are providing 
for their children. It helps them to examine their own lives to 
see if they are leaving a good example to their children.

Personal Development
After his conversion, the young person is changed. A new 

life springs up from the rottenness of the old, dead, sinful life. 
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He is a new person in Christ.
But still he shows some the characteristics of his own per-

sonality. If he had a strong temperament before conversion, he 
still is strong, but he is no longer so offensive. His strength now 
helps him stay on his feet in the battle against youthful lusts.

During the years of his youth, a person begins to establish the 
bases of his convictions. He investigates the purpose of the world 
around him. He enjoys hearing about what happened before his 
time. From his investigations he draws certain conclusions. Those 
conclusions help form his convictions. And those convictions add 
the finishing touches to his person. They complete his character.

We as parents must stay in tune with our young people during 
these formative years. We need to take time to sit beside them  
and hear their thoughts and aspirations. We should share with 
them the perspectives we have gained by years of experience. We 
ought to plead with God to give us wisdom to lead our youth  
into the path of life.

The Youth: an Integral Part of the Family

Responsible to his parents

Earlier we talked about giving some responsibility to the 
youth. Those responsibilities help the young person to develop 

positive character traits. A young person 
who grows up without responsibilities 
will not develop the strength of character 
necessary for a successful life.

Nevertheless, at this point the young person is still account-
able to his parents. Many parents make the mistake of releasing 

The young person 
is responsible to 
his parents.
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their young people too early, letting them go on their own 
without proper guidance. Too often, this mistake costs them 
the souls of their children.

Christians understand that no person is completely on his own. 
We all need to give account to God. We also are accountable to our 
brothers in the church. Husbands should consult with their wives, 
and wives should consult with their husbands. This accountability 
provides protection for us, even though we are older. 

Imagine, then, the harm it does a young person whose parents 
allow him to go on his own too young. This does not prepare 
him to relate correctly to his spouse or to the church. Besides, it 
allows him to fall into many temptations and youthful passions. 
These temptations and passions create chains that bind him and 
drag him toward hell.

As long as a young person lives at home, we parents are 
responsible for him. He should ask permission to go anywhere. 
His parents should know where he is and what he is doing.

Parents, there is no set age after which we should let our chil-
dren go on their own. It is a gradual process. But even though 
they slowly become more and more responsible for themselves, 
they never completely lose their accountability to their parents.

Taking his place in the family

Young people enjoy spending time with their school friends. 
Perhaps one invites another to his home to study together. Or 
they go fishing together in their spare time.

Some of that is fine. But if a  young person follows this route 
too much, he will easily lose respect for his parents and break 
his family ties. Eventually he will be closer to his friends than 
he is to his parents or siblings.
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The youth who divorces himself like this from his parents 
loses a great benefit. His family makes a big contribution to his 
emotional and spiritual well-being.

His family loses too, because the young person also makes 
a big contribution to the home. He helps his parents with the 
work. He shares thoughts in family worship. He plays with his 
younger siblings or with his nieces and nephews. His voice is 
heard singing as he goes about his work.

Any mother enjoys seeing her teenage son dig into the meal 
she prepared for the family. She smiles when he brings her some 
lemons to flavor her guacamole. But sadly, there are youths who 
eat at Grandma’s house or at their aunt’s house more often than 
they do at their own mother’s table. That is a shame!

Young people, contribute what you can to your family. Your 
parents want your contribution. Parents, let us encourage our 
young people to have the home as the hub of their activities. Their 
lives should be like a wheel that revolves around the family rather 
than around their friends. That is God’s plan for young people.

An example to younger siblings

When I stepped out of the house today, I saw our youngest 
son walking with one of his older siblings. Youngsters love to 
follow their older brothers. They admire them and imitate them.

A  young person wields a tremendous influence on the home. 
If he becomes stubborn and rebellious, his bad attitude will 
contaminate the others in the family. This attitude will spread  
like a virus and ruin the atmosphere of the home. But if the 
young person is a Christian, he has the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
His life is filled with the grace of God. His little brothers and 
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nephews love him because of the kindness he shows to them. 
His life is a blessing to the family.

Sometimes even sincere youth fail their parents. They laugh 
at the “cute” naughtiness of their little brothers even when their 
parents are correcting them. The little fellow is very percep-
tive. He knows his brothers are laughing at him, and he risks a 
punishment from his parents in order to see his brothers laugh.

Some youths also make the mistake of trying to correct 
their younger siblings. Sometimes they even punish them. This 
is not appropriate. The youth should be a good example to the 
younger ones. He can admonish them and explain to them why 
they should not do this or that thing. But it is God’s plan for 
the parents (or another appointed adult in their absence) to 
administer punishment to the children.

We as parents should thank God for faithful and obedient 
young people, who are good examples to the rest of the family.

The Youth: Choosing the Best

Choosing first the will of God

Youth is a time of many decisions. The young person chooses to 
serve Christ. He chooses his closest friends. He chooses to marry 
or not to marry. If he decides to marry, he chooses his spouse.

These are decisions and steps that will affect the direction of 
his life. And he has to make these decisions without the benefit 
of experience. But that is where parents can step in. True, the 
young person must make those decisions for himself. But the  
parents should be at his side to help him know how to make 
those important choices.

Chapter 3
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Making those decisions will always be easier when the young 
person has chosen to put the will of God first in his life. We as 
parents should have taught him to do that since his childhood. 
Our children should have seen us humbly asking God to reveal 
His will to us. And when that will was revealed, they should 
have seen us yielding ourselves to it.

Yes, the young person has many ideas and aspirations. But we 
must occasionally remind him to reason less and to seek the will 
of God more. The world today travels at a fast pace. But God 
is not a “fast” God, neither does He always give fast answers. 
Like the faithful mentioned in the Bible, the youth should wait 
patiently until God reveals His will to him.

Choosing appropriate friends

Rehoboam’s father, Solomon, had died. The nation of Israel 
gathered to make Rehoboam king. The people came with a request 
to the new king. They wanted him to lighten the burden of taxes 
that his father had placed upon them. Rehoboam wisely told 
them that he wanted to seek some counsel before responding to 
their request. He asked them to wait for three days so he could 
consider it well.

First he consulted the old and respected men, who had years  
of experience. They advised Rehoboam to grant the people’s 
request and to lower the taxes. Then Rehoboam talked with  the 
men his own age. They advised him that instead of lowering the 
taxes, he should raise them.

On the third day the people returned to see what Rehoboam 
had decided. Rehoboam acted on the counsel of his young 
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contemporaries and spoke sharply to the people. “My father made 
your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto: my father chastised you with 
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions” (2 Chronicles 10:14).

Most of the people returned to their tents and refused to 
submit to the young king. Rehoboam lost the majority of the 
kingdom because he followed the advice of his young friends. 

Parents, we must pay close attention to the type of friends 
our children have. There is an adage that states, “Tell me who 
you walk with, and I will tell you who you are.” It seems that the 
prophet Samuel, for instance, was so preoccupied that he did not 
instruct his sons concerning the type of friends they should seek.

I may view my son as a deeply devoted youth. I may think he 
is strong enough to be a friend of a youth who is insincere in 
the faith. However, that friendship can expose my son to great 
danger. Instead of strengthening the weaker person, those kinds 
of relationships often weaken the stronger person.

We must remain in touch with the friendships of our children. 
Their friends will give them a lot of advice over the years. That advice 
will either help them or hinder them. Parents, keep your eyes open!

Choosing a spouse

Samson was grown and wanted to find a wife. He saw a 
woman among the Philistines that pleased him. He told his 
parents, “Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.”

His parents were not in favor of that choice, but they gave in 
to the passion of their son. They went with him to get acquainted 
with the woman and to make arrangements for the marriage. 
When those parents gave in to the desires of their son, they 
contributed to his fall. They failed their son. 

Chapter 3
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We parents have something that our children do not—experi-
ence. Samson’s parents were right. They knew that this Philistine 
woman would make life hard for their son. Surely they had seen 
similar circumstances in which an idolatrous woman had been 
the downfall of one of the Israelites.

Parents, we need to help our children when they take the 
serious step of marriage. Worldly people see it as a joke and 
lightheartedly tease their children about this or that person. It’s 
a game, an experiment.

But choosing a life’s companion is no joke. It is an important 
time, a sobering time. This is no time to be fooling around. It 
is sad to see parents, particularly mothers, putting pressure on 
their daughters to flirt with young men to get their attention. 
Yes, I have seen mothers who claim to be Christians doing this. 
Surely God will hold those mothers accountable!

Fathers, we must seek the will of God along with our son. 
We need to encourage him to pray and meditate on the things 
of God. One evening Isaac went out to the field to meditate. 
While he was there, his father’s servant returned, bringing a 
wife for him. God can work on our behalf when we seek Him 
and yield ourselves to Him.

Let us not fail our sons during this critical time, allowing 
them to follow their passions and whims. Rather, let us help 
them to take that serious step with great care and in the fear 
of God. Let us help them find a helper who is faithful to God 
and submissive to her husband.
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Choosing the reproach of Christ

Moses was well-positioned for a successful life in Egypt. 
Acts 7:22 says,

Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and in deeds.

In those days, Egypt was the nation of the wise. And surely 
Moses had been taught by the wisest of the teachers. He was a 
son of the princess!

We know from his discourses and his writings that Moses 
was a wise man. He had complained that he was “slow of speech, 
and of a slow tongue.” But evidence points to the contrary.

Moses was not afraid to confront Pharaoh. He had grown 
up among royalty. We assume he had received military training. 
Yes, he was certainly prepared to be a success.

But one day Moses had to choose. On the one hand was the 
nation of his ancestry. They were the Israelites, a people blessed by 
God. But they were slaves, the offscouring of  Egyptian society.

On the other hand was the palace environment of Egypt—
luxury, riches, a soft life, and the opportunity to succeed and be 
recognized in the world.

Moses was at a crossroads. He could go one way or the other. 
Finally, Moses made his choice.

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures 
in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 
By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for 
he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. (Hebrews 11:24–27)
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“What stupidity!” most people would say. “How could he think 
of  leaving Egypt and living in the desert with a rabble of slaves!” 
But Moses had his eyes on the “recompence of the reward.”

Parents, it should be our goal to train children who are like 
Moses! The world offers education. It offers a good name. It 
offers high-paying jobs. But that is nothing in comparison to 
the reward they will receive by being a part of the kingdom of 
God. May our children place their sights on that reward!
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Parents, take 
courage.

Chapter 4

“The 
Nurture and 

Admonition of 
the Lord”

Do you know the story of 
the birth of Samson? It is a fascinating story that begins when 
an angel appeared to the woman who was to be Samson’s mother. 
The angel told her that she would bear a son who was to be 
a “Nazarite to God” from the day he was born till the day he 
died. Therefore, she was not to drink wine or strong drink or 
eat any unclean thing.

When the woman told her husband about this, he was greatly  
perplexed. He  asked God to send the angel again to tell them 
how to rear this child. God answered his prayer.

Parents, let us take courage. The same 
God who gives us children will help us 
to raise them “in the nurture and admo-

nition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). And because we have the 
Bible, we do not need an angel to teach us how.

In this chapter we want to note some goals that we must 
have in order to raise our children in a way that pleases God. 
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We also want to note  some Biblical directions as well as some 
pointers on carrying out those  directions.

Respect

Respect for God’s authority

In the Dominican Republic, a common description for a 
wicked person is, “He respects neither God nor the devil.” It 
is a pretty strong statement, but unfortunately it is sometimes 
true. Psalm 10:4 says,

The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek 
after God: God is not in all his thoughts.

What a shame!
How can a child be brought up not to be a bad person, but to 

be one who respects God? It all begins with the attitude of the 
parents even before the child is born. Hannah, the mother of the 
prophet Samuel, prayed earnestly that God would grant her a son. 
God answered her prayer, and she dedicated Samuel  to the Lord.

As long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. (1 Samuel 1:28)

Our children should know that we have dedicated them to 
the Lord. They should hear us pray the blessing of the Lord 
upon them daily.

During a child’s growing-up years, we ought to read him 
Bible stories that show the greatness of God. A child is very 
impressionable; he readily believes what he hears. So, when his 
parents read Bible stories to him, he will not find it hard to 
believe there is a God. It will also be easy for him to believe that 
God sees him and cares for him. Recognizing these foundational 
truths will help him to respect and reverence God.

Chapter 4
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On the other hand, a child can suffer serious harm from  hear-
ing people use the name of God in vain. We should guard the 
child carefully to help him avoid this habit. The parents’ example 
is of tremendous value in teaching our children to respect God. 
Thinking again of the example of Hannah, Samuel’s mother, we 
see that the respect she had for God was transmitted to her son. 
When God called Samuel, he responded,

Speak; for thy servant heareth. (1 Samuel 3:10)

It is obvious that Samuel had a deep respect for God.
Another way we as parents can teach our children to respect 

God is to humbly accept God’s will for us when He allows us to 
suffer some kind of economic setback. We should not grumble 
or complain; rather, we should respond as Job did.

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord. (Job 1:21)

This kind of response will help our children develop a deep 
respect for our great God who has every right to overrule in 
the affairs of our life.

This deep respect for God is extremely important in the life 
of the child. Samuel respected God, so God was able to use Him 
mightily. On the other hand, Eli’s sons respected neither God nor 
man. Seeing that they did not honor Him, God took away their 
position. This was perfectly consistent with what God had told Eli.

Them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed. (1 Samuel 2:30)

What a challenge to us! Let us teach our children to respect 
and honor God so that they are not lightly esteemed by Him.
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Respect for parental authority

Occasionally we hear people lament that youth today have 
no respect. And if we look around, we see that often this is true. 
But let us ask ourselves some pertinent questions: Are children 
today actually born more rebellious than they were in bygone 
years? Are they incapable of respecting their parents? Or might 
it be that we as parents have failed our children, and this is 
simply the result of our negligence? Perhaps we are so occupied 
with our work that we do not invest enough time to teach our 
children respect and to punish them when they show disrespect.

In the Ten Commandments of the Mosaic Law, only one rule 
is directed toward the relationship between parents and children.

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. (Exodus 20:12)

To honor means “to hold in respect; esteem.” It is a command 
of God for children to respect their parents. And as Paul pointed 
out, this is “the first commandment with promise” (Ephesians 6:2).

Children reveal in many ways how much respect they have for 
parents. It is distressing to hear the lack of respect that some show 
by calling their parents by their given names. Instead of saying 
“Mother” or “Father,” or “Mom” or “Dad,” they say, for example, 
“George” or “Sally.”  These children’s disrespect is great indeed.

Children who talk back or argue with their parents also dem-
onstrate a lack of respect. Such children reject the advice of their 
parents, they refuse to obey their parents, and they think themselves 
wiser than their parents. The Bible speaks very clearly to this issue

A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: but he that regardeth 
reproof is prudent. (Proverbs 15:5)

Chapter 4
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The son who will not hear the instruction of his father is 
foolish. The parents who allow their children to disregard their 
instruction are foolish as well. Parents, it is of utmost importance 

to see that our children respect us from 
the heart.

Respect for other authority

Children who respect the authority of God and of their par-
ents will respect other people as well. That includes respect for 
the schoolteacher. We should not tolerate any sort of disrespect 
toward the teacher. Some children criticize the teacher; others 
refuse to cooperate. Both behaviors show a lack of respect that 
should be corrected.

The young person who learns to respect others will gain 
others’ respect. Neighbors will respect him. God will be pleased 
with him as well.

Obedience
A study of the Israelites’ history in the Old Testament reveals 

numerous instances of disobedience to God. The Lord instructed 
them time after time about the way they should take. But they 
did not take heed. They became headstrong and rebellious. They 
chose their own way. They always paid a high price for their 
disobedience. It cost them the blessing of God.

Parents, we must see that our children learn obedience.

Prompt obedience

If we go back to the story of Samuel, we will notice that he 
obeyed immediately. God called him in the evening, when Samuel 

1This was before laws on seatbelt use.

To obey is to do.
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was in bed. Samuel jumped out of bed three times in response 
to the voice that called him. You know that getting out of bed is 
not easy. Whether or not you are asleep, you don’t want anyone 
to bother you. But Samuel did not waste time. He got up imme-
diately. Why? Because he had learned to obey promptly.

The person who “obeys” only when he feels like it is actually 
disobeying. To obey means not talking back or deciding whether 
to do what one is told to do. To obey is to do. It is to immediately 
comply with a command. For example, a father may tell his 
son to move the cow to another place. The boy is playing table 
tennis with his brother and does not want to leave the game. 
He keeps playing and goes to move the cow when the game 
is finished. Did he obey his father? No. Delayed “obedience” is 
actually disobedience.

Some parents get hoarse from telling their children over 
and over what to do. Mothers bewail the laziness of their child, 
saying, “I told him to do it, but he doesn’t listen”. The fact is that 
parents put up with what they are willing to put up with. They 
should not tolerate any unreasonable delay. If the child fails to 
obey promptly, he should be punished.

Years ago, on a family trip, a father stopped his car, waiting for 
traffic to clear so he could make a left hand turn. As he looked 
in his rearview mirror, he saw that a large pickup was going to 
hit them from the back. So he told his children, “Everyone get 
down on the floor!”1

Immediately the family lay on the floor. The pickup hit them, 
but they were not hurt. Their prompt obedience had saved them 
from harm, perhaps even serious injury.

Chapter 4
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The child who learns prompt obedience will avoid many spiri-
tual injuries—wounds that could leave permanent scars on his life.

Complete obedience 

Let’s consider the example of Saul, the first king of Israel. 
He started out well. He was humble. He did what God com-
manded him to do. One day God told him to go and attack the 
Amalekites. Saul was told to kill everyone. He was not to leave 
even an animal alive.

So Saul went out to battle. He defeated the Amalekites. He 
killed all the people . . .  except the king. Saul and his men destroyed 
every animal that was “vile and refuse,”  but they brought back alive 
the best of the sheep and cattle. 

When the prophet Samuel rebuked Saul for not obeying 
God’s command completely, Saul said

The people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord thy God.

Samuel replied,
Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord? . . . Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 
(1 Samuel 15:22–23)

Why did God punish him so severely? Saul had gone to war 
as God had commanded him. He had killed everyone . . .  except 
the king. He had spared only the best of the animals. But he 
had not obeyed God’s command completely. And then he tried 
to make excuses to justify his disobedience.

Parents, let this little story serve as a warning. God cannot 
bless the person who does not obey His instructions completely. 
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Therefore, it is our duty to be sure that our children fully obey 
what we tell them to do. Teaching them thorough obedience 
in their youth will make it much easier for them to obey God 
completely when they are older.

What about the daughter who washes dishes but “forgets” to 
sweep the floor? What about the son who weeds the corn patch, 
all except the one corner that he overlooked? Will we let them 
go without calling them to task for their disobedience? Such 
negligence on our part can put our children on the same road 
Saul was on. We do our children a huge favor when we teach 
them from  a young age the importance of complete obedience.

Willing obedience

Sometimes our children do what we ask them to do, but grudg-
ingly. They go about their task with a pouting face and dragging 
feet. For example, if we tell them to go water the horse, they go 
but complain about the “stupid horse.” The problem is not the 
horse; it is the child. Grudging “obedience” is not acceptable. It 
is almost like disobedience. We must expect the child to obey 
willingly. From the time he is young, we must teach him to want 
to obey. The want to is as important as the actual act of obedience.

Preparing the child to obey God

A home where children learn to obey is a happy home. There 
is peace, the parents are at rest, and the children are secure. We 
owe it to our children to teach them to obey. The obedient child 
is a happy child. He feels good because he pleases his parents. 
His parents are happy as well.

Someone else also looks at such a home with pleasure. That 
Someone is God.

Chapter 4
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God wants children to learn to obey. He wants our homes to be 
peaceful, and He wants the children to live together in harmony. 
Why does God have such an intense interest in the obedience 
of children? It is because He knows that the child who learns to 
obey promptly, completely, and willingly will obey God readily 
when He calls. It will be much more difficult for a child to yield 
himself to God’s will if he has not learned to willingly obey his 
parents. One who did not learn to obey as a child will find it 
harder for him to obey authorities as an adult.

Parents, let us ask God to give us the courage we need to 
teach our children to obey us. Remember that 1 Samuel 15:22 
says, “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice.”

Integrity
Sometimes we say that a man is “true blue” or “as good as his 

word.” We mean that he is a man of integrity.
A person of integrity is careful in his life. He does not lie. 

He does not try to deceive. He respects himself, and he respects 
others. It should be our goal as parents to raise our children to 
be people of integrity.

Not lying or deceiving

It is distressing to hear children lie. But it is even worse to 
hear parents deceiving others. Might this be where the children 
learned to lie?

In many cultures lying is acceptable. If someone needs to 
inform another person that his relative has died, he says the person 
is seriously ill. It is culturally proper to lie like this. People cover for 
the faults of their friends by lying about them. They don’t want to 
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offend them, you see. Lies can be very “useful.”  When someone 
sells a vehicle, he extols its good points and avoids mentioning 
the problems it has. If he gets the high price he wanted, he laughs 
about how he deceived the buyer. Very handy, right?

This is how people think. But what does God think about 
lying? Notice what He says.

Sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death. (Revelation 21:8)

For without [outside the holy city] are dogs, and sorcerers, and 
whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie. (Revelation 22:15)

This is what God says. He wants to have nothing to do with 
lying, and He will judge those who are guilty of it.

Parents, we must raise our children with integrity. They inherit 
from us a nature that has a propensity toward lying and deceit. 
We as parents have inherited it from our parents . . . and all of 
us have inherited it from our first parents, who tried to hide 
their sin from God by using deceit.

Many times a child feigns ignorance about something bad 
that has happened. “No, I don’t know anything about it,” he says. 
But later we discover that he does know something about it. In 
fact, he himself was involved in the situation. He had denied 
it, but that denial was a lie. The sad thing in those cases is that 
some parents believe their children. According to them, their 
children are not capable of error, and they had not lied about 
the situation. The parents see them as little angels.

But the truth is that our children do tell lies. Then they will 
try to cover their lies with more lies. That is their nature. Fathers, 
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that is where we must step in. We must teach them that it is 
wrong to lie or deceive. If they get involved in deceitfulness, we 
must use firm discipline. If we allow our children to continue 
lying, we are letting them go down the road to hell.

Avoiding evil companions

The very fact that you are reading this book indicates that you 
desire to bring up your child for the honor and glory of God. 
You want to help him avoid habits that will lead him into the 
bondage of Satan. Very well. If you have that as your goal, there 
is something of utmost importance. You must control the kinds 
of friends your child has.

The Bible asks,
Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (Amos 3:3)

Obviously, no. Even though your children may not be agreed 
with their friends at the beginning of their relationship, they will 
become more and more like them if the friendship continues. 
That is why it is so important to know the character of your 
children’s friends. They will have a tremendous influence on the 
formation of their characters. As time goes on, your children 
will become more and more like their companions.

How many innocent children raised in Christian homes 
have gone astray because they associated with worldly neigh-
bor children! Parents, we must see that our children’s friends 
are those who will help them to have high character and good 
repute—not friends who will hinder them and undermine the 
very things we try to teach them.

Sometimes the greatest danger to our children comes from 
relatives who are not Christians or who are not committed to 
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sound Biblical practices. They may live close by and have much 
interchange with our children. What a great danger!

Dad, it matters little if the neighbors or relatives are offended by 
the separation you impose on your children and theirs. What matters 
most is that your children have a good environment. Do not let your 
feelings or theirs keep you from doing what is best for your children. 
The souls of your children are at stake. Care for them at all cost!

The center of your children’s life should be their own home. 
That is where they should receive their cues for successful living. 
That is where they should feel comfortable and the most at ease.

Guard your children well. Watch who their friends are. Help 
them develop friendships with children who are respectful and 
obedient. Those friends will help to build the character of your 
children rather than tear it down.

Work
One day as some youths drove through the town of Las Matas 

de Farfán, they noticed men carrying bags of flour. It was a warm 
day, and the men were sweating profusely. The sweat was mixed 
with some flour dust on the worker’s faces. As they passed, one 
of the youths said, “Those men sure look ugly!”  That is the way 
most people think. I have a neighbor who tells me every once 
in a while, “Working is not good.”  That is the mentality of too 
many people.

But the Bible promotes a different view. It says,
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground. (Genesis 3:19)
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We must work. It is God’s plan for mankind. And you, father, 
must teach this concept to your children. Do not let the anti-
work mentality of the world rub off on your children.

“Be thou diligent”

Proverbs 27:23–24 says,
Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to 
thy herds. For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure 
to every generation?

The word diligent speaks of careful, persevering effort. Parents, 
teach your children diligence. From the time they are small they 
should learn to take good care of the things they have—even 
if it is only a chicken or a lamb. They should take good care of 
the clothes and shoes they wear. They should take care of their 
pencils and books at school.

A child gets a sense of satisfaction from having his own 
work to do. He feels even more fulfilled when he does his work 
diligently. My neighbor who says that work is not good is mis-
taken. Work is honorable. The child who does his little project 
well deserves the commendation of his parents. However, you 
should not feel obligated to pay him money for the work. No, 
his reward should come in knowing that he has done well what 
was expected of him.

Work to earn food

Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 3:10
If any would not work, neither should he eat.

That could sound like a dictator arbitrarily laying down the 
law. But there is good logic behind this injunction. As Paul went 
on to explain and as we can observe ourselves, a shiftless person 
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wanders around getting into other people’s business. The wise 
Christian father will not feed his lazy son who refuses to work.

There is an adage that says,
He who does not work, steals.

That is true when it applies to a person who is able to work 
but refuses to do it. Though he may never have taken any money 
or goods that belong to another, he is still eating. And if he is 
eating what he has not produced, he is stealing. He is eating by 
someone else’s sweat. 

Work to have something to give

Another reason to work is found in Ephesians 4:28.
Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, 
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth.

This passage gives an interesting contrast. Instead of taking 
something for nothing (stealing), we are to work in order to give 
something for nothing. We should produce more than what we 
need for ourselves, so we can give to needy people.

Your children should be able to observe that you have com-
passion on the needy. They should see the joy you experience 
when you share with them. You should help your children learn 
to sacrifice their own interests and wants in order to help some-
one else. If your son has a dog that gives birth to six pups, perhaps 
he can give one of them to the neighbor boy who does not have 
a dog. If your daughter planted a crop of beans, at harvest she 
could take some of them to an elderly widow  in the church.

The Bible says,
God loveth a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Chapter 4
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The giver is cheerful because he worked honorably. He is 
cheerful because by his sweat he gained something that he can 
share with someone else. He has a double joy. Our children can 
experience this joy even when they are small.

The Rewards of Faithful Parents
Raising children is not easy. Being a father or mother requires 

a complete commitment to the rearing of your children. At 
times the heaviness of the load makes you tired. Besides, you 
sometimes get frustrated because you see very little character 
development in your child even though you are following 
Biblical principles for child training.

However, there are rewards for those parents who do not 
give up and who continue faithfully raising their children. These 
rewards come in the present life and in the future life.

Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: 
for the Lord God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the 
service of the house of the Lord. (1 Chronicles 28:20)

“They shall not be ashamed”

Open your Bible and read Psalm 127 and 128. These psalms 
say much about the home. They show clearly that God values the 
home very highly. This passage speaks about the husband, about 
the wife, and about the children. Each of these fills an important 
role in the home that operates according to God’s plan.

The scene in Psalm 127:5 is of a father standing in a gate. It could 
be the gate to his home compound, or it could be the gate of a city. 
He will not allow anything to come in that will be harmful. He 
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knows that it is up to him to defend his home. He knows it is up 
to all the fathers together to defend the city of God—the church.

This father stands at the gate unashamed. Even though he 
seems to be surrounded with enemies, he is not afraid. He has 
a quiver, and that quiver is full of arrows.

What are those arrows in his quiver? According to verse 4, 
they are his children. They are the children that God gave to 
him, and he as a faithful father raised them. As he prepared 
those arrows he was careful to make them straight, helping 
them become true and faithful before God.

And now he is facing the enemies. They are not ten miles 
away. Oh, no! The enemies are right at the gate, and they are 
intent on harming the family. The only thing that will hold the 
enemies back, that will keep them from coming into the home, 
is the father—and his children. He has children! His children 
are “as arrows are in the hand of a mighty man.”

It is true. The father has help, plenty of help. He has it because 
he did not fall prey to the worldly idea that having many chil-
dren is embarrassing. Instead, he has a full quiver—full of living 
arrows that are with him at the  gate, ready to defend the house-
hold. If the father were to shoot the arrows, they would easily 
turn back the enemies trying to break in and harm the family.

These arrows were trained by a father who feared God. By 
God’s grace and with His help, the father was able to pass the 
fear of God on to his children. Because they fear God, they do 
not need to fear any enemy.

The enemies may think that once a father is old he will lower 
his defenses. He will no longer be able to defend the gate because 
he is too old and weak. But the enemies have not considered the 
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children. They will defend the gate even if the father becomes 
old and tired. “We will stand at the same place our father did,” 
the children say. “No enemies will come in here!”

What a reward! Father and Mother can gradually move into 
the background. The children will take the initiative to defend the 
home. Neither the father nor the mother needs to “be ashamed.” 
The enemies will never have grounds for mocking this defense.

“Like olive plants round about thy table”

We have been looking at the children of a “mighty man.” 
We noted how he and his children defend the home from 
the enemies. Now the picture changes. Psalm 128:3 compares 
children to olive plants.

For the people of Israel at this time, the olive tree was very 
common. Olive trees grow very well in the climate and soil 
of Palestine.

Let’s consider why the psalm compares this tree to children 
raised in a godly home.

The olive tree is not very tall. It reaches only about 30 feet in 
height. The tree grows slowly, but it lasts for many years.

The olive is a valuable fruit. Perhaps you have enjoyed olives 
in a salad or on a sandwich. But the main use for the olive is to 
produce oil. Olive oil is an important ingredient in the food of 
the Mediterranean region. Doctors say that olive oil helps reduce 
the incidence of heart attacks and other cardiovascular problems.

An olive tree takes a certain amount of care. The ground around 
the trunk should be cultivated. During the blossoming stage, even 
a light breeze can blow the blossoms from the tree and ruin the 
crop. Besides, locusts can do serious damage to the tree.
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What comparisons can be made between the olive tree and 
children? Why does the Bible say that children are “like olive 
plants round about thy table”?

Visualize that scene. There is the table. The olive plants are around 
the table. They have grown slowly, and they will last for many years. 
The plants are loaded with fruit. No damaging breeze, no bad influ-
ence, has blown the blossoms off during their young, formative years.

These olive plants were not left to the caprices of inclement 
weather. No, these plants were well protected. They received special 
and tender care. They were cultivated. They were periodically pruned. 
They grew and flourished under the supervision of the gardener. He 
took very seriously his responsibility of caring for the plants.

Now the result of his labor is obvious. The olive plants are 
not out in the streets. They are gathered around his table. They 
will produce an abundance of oil—healthful and pleasant oil 
for everyone around them. What a beautiful and inviting scene!

Your children’s children

Aged Jacob lay on his deathbed. He knew his days were 
numbered. His sons visited him to talk with their father before 
he left this world.

Joseph came with his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. 
These boys were already grown, but Joseph wanted his father to 
bless them. Jacob was very  weak; however, he rallied his strength 
and sat up in his bed.

And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: 
and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed. (Genesis 48:11)

We can imagine the joy that this old man felt. Though his 
remaining days were few, he knew that his family was on a good 
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road. His grandsons had come to visit him. They showed respect 
to their grandfather.

Jacob placed his hands on Ephraim and Manasseh and 
blessed them. He commended them to God. In their presence 
he told Joseph, their father,

God shall be with you. (Genesis 48:21)

Jacob saw his grandsons, and he demonstrated to them his 
faith in God, which had sustained him throughout his long life. 
Very likely, those young men never forgot that moment with 
their grandfather.

Psalm 128 says that the man who fears the Lord can expect 
to see his children’s children. Living long enough to see one’s 
grandchildren is a common blessing of one who honors God. 

But this passage seems to be saying more 
than that. A godly father will see the path 
of his grandchildren because they will 

follow closely in his own path. They will not be scattered among 
the heathen people. They will be part of the family of God.

His children will become the parents of oncoming generations. 
They will proclaim the glory of God to the children that surround 
them. They will spread the Gospel in their neighborhoods. They 
will be part of the kingdom at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Peace upon Israel

In the books of Kings and Chronicles we have the early history 
of the nation of Israel. It is a bittersweet story. There were times 
of fearful conflicts when huge foreign armies came against the 
people of Israel. Sometimes the Israelites marched out with only 
small armies to meet these hosts, and they defeated the enemy. 

Is there peace in 
your home?
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On one occasion, the angel of the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrian 
soldiers while they slept. In that case, Israel did not even need to 
fight. What paved the way to victory?

Everything depended on the people’s contact with God. When 
they were right with God, He fought on their behalf. When they 
departed from Him, He delivered them into the hand of their 
enemies. When they were right with God, He gave them peace. 
Isaiah confirms this.

And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. (Isaiah 32:17)

Wherever people obey God, His righteousness reigns. And 
from this righteousness, peace will spring up and flourish.

How is it in your home? If there are disagreements and argu-
ments and quarrels, you are not keeping the commandments 
of God. When God’s commandments are not kept, His peace 
disappears. He is the God of peace (Philippians 4:9), and He 
is the one who gives peace.

Yes, this peace is truly God’s reward to those who obey Him. 
He will transform a home full of conflict into a home full of love.

If you are already enjoying this peace, you should thank God. 
Your home is in the minority. The peace that radiates from your 
home will bless you, your children, and your children’s children. 
That peace will continue to bless others even after your death.

The Eternal Rewards

Parents giving account

It will be a solemn moment when you stand before God. 
There you will give an account of your own life and of the 
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stewardship God gave to you. In that 
moment you will need to give an account 
to God for how you raised your children.

You received a very great responsibil-
ity when God gave you that little baby. He said, “Bring this child 
up for Me. Raise him to be useful in My kingdom.” And now, in 
this moment, you need to give an account to God for the way you 
discharged that responsibility.

What will happen to the person who did not faithfully per-
form his duties? Will he be condemned for his failure? That 
depends. If he recognized his failures and repented, God has 
forgiven him.

But on that day some will be filled with shame. They will 
remember the advice of brethren who encouraged them to be 
more careful and more diligent in their child training. They will 
remember how they rejected that counsel. They will remember 
how they blamed others for the bad habits of their children. Yes, 
they will remember, but it will be too late.

Happy is the man

Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; 
so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver 
full of them. (Psalm 127:3–5)

Psalm 128:2 says of one who fears the Lord,
Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.

The psalm goes on to describe the home as God has designed it.
It is true. The home that follows God’s plan is a happy home. 

Fathers and mothers who follow God’s way in their home are happy 

God receives 
faithful servants 
to Himself.
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parents. Children who fill the place that God designed for them 
are happy children. God’s blessing is upon them today, and they 
will enjoy the boundless blessings of eternity in heaven.

“Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee” refers 
primarily to the joy experienced in a godly home in this life. 
But it surely refers to the life to come as well.

Parents who fulfill their responsibilities in their home today 
will receive a reward in glory. God will receive them as good 
and faithful servants. They will hear these words of their Master:

Enter thou into the joy of thy lord. (Matthew 25:21)

That will be worth it all.
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